GARLETON SINGERS MUSIC SOCIETY

TRUSTEES’ ANNUAL REPORT
From 1 August 2025 to 31 July 2026

Objectives and activities
In terms of its Constitution, the object of the Society shall be to promote, improve, develop and maintain public education in, and appreciation of, the art and science of music in all its aspects by the presentation of public concerts and recitals and by such other ways as the Society through its Committee shall determine from time to time.
The Society presents four concerts each year in Haddington, with one of these, in spring, also performed in Edinburgh.  The programme for 2025-26 included a joint autumn concert with a choir from Iceland; the traditional Christmas concert; Haydn’s Stabat Mater in the spring; and a summer concert entitled “Sounds of Creation”.  The latter included the world premiere of Jay Wilcox’s Canticle of Creation, which was composed for the Garleton Singers.
In October 2026 the choir will travel to Sweden to present concerts in Malmo, Landskrona and Ystad.  It will as usual present a Christmas concert in St Mary’s Church, Haddington, as well as concerts in Haddington and Edinburgh in the spring.

Structure, governance and management
The Society is an unincorporated association.  Its governing document is its constitution.  Its trustees comprise the members of the choir committee.  They are elected annually at the choir’s AGM, held at the end of August or beginning of September.

Achievements and performance
Further details of the choir’s achievements and performance are set out in the Chair’s Report, submitted herewith, and on the choir’s website at www.garletonsingers.co.uk.   Tickets for concerts may be purchased on the website.

Financial review
The Treasurer’s Report and account of receipts and payments are submitted herewith.  At the close of the choir’s financial year on 31 July 2025 the Society had a positive bank balance of £19,305.  The accounts disclose a deficit of around £4,000 for the year (after adjustment for the receipt of two Gift Aid repayments in one year); this was due partly to a reduction in ticket sales and partly to increased expenditure on an orchestra for the spring concerts.
The Society’s reserves policy is to hold six months’ projected costs in order to cover liabilities if a concert had to be cancelled at very short notice.  In addition, provision is made for music-related costs of the Swedish tour such as the costs incurred by the musical director and accompanist.  It is anticipated that over the course of the year, the concerts will break even or show a modest deficit which is expected to be covered by members’ subscriptions.
The annual subscription payable by choir members will remain at £180 for 2026-27.

Declaration
Signed on behalf of the Charity’s Trustees

COLIN TYRE
Honorary Treasurer
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