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This year generally brought weather conditions which at times were challenging but our volunteers all pulled together to ensure that the garden area survived and grew pretty well in spite of it.
In the woodland we lost our Red Squirrels from the Squirrel Pox virus but with help from a professional trapper, managed to eradicate the Grey Squirrels which were causing the problem. At the time of writing a healthy population of Red Squirrels has been restored.
To facilitate pond dipping sessions, we had a large steel container made to house all the equipment required and placed for convenience next to the pond dipping platform. 
A large donation from NFU Mutual Insurance allowed us to have a metal tree sculpture made by an artisan blacksmith which serves as a ‘Tree of Life’ for those who want to remember people or events on engraved leaves.
We held our annual Easter Monday Fun Day for all the family which was well attended. Forest School leaders, including our own volunteer Richard Patchett, organised several days of woodland and wetland adventures for children in the school holidays.
We hosted the Children’s Parliament in mid-May when Leswalt Primary School had a very constructive afternoon led by members of the Scottish Children’s Parliament and attended by a few of our local councillors. 
Our funds are greatly assisted by the provision of a donations box at the entrance. We also raised money at our annual plant sale and from other donations.
We have a healthy number of adult volunteers, each of whom bring their own particular expertise to the project and enjoy the community spirit engendered by it.
We welcome the younger members – the Aldouran Wetland Watchers – too. These youngsters help wherever they can and enjoy interaction with volunteers of all ages whilst working towards an awards scheme specifically made for them based on the number of hours they have volunteered. 
All in all, we continue to care for Aldouran Wetland Garden and encourage diversity there whilst enjoying the social contact it automatically engenders.
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Unfortunately I have to begin by referring to the very sad loss this year of two of our most active and much loved volunteers, Mary and Bob. They will always be so fondly remembered for their enthusiasm and dedication and the fun we had in working together for the good of the Aldouran community. They represented all that we’re about and their memories will live on with us always.
In June, Richard led a series of weekly Monday morning activity sessions for Leswalt School. He and Jessica led another fun day in the summer holidays. We are eternally grateful for the input of the whole Patchett family.
Homestart continues to use the project and Glenda prepares some fun activities for them. Thank you Glenda
In November, Stranraer Police organised a ‘There’s nothing to do’ event for the senior pupils at Stranraer Academy and Elspeth and I went along to let them know about volunteering at Aldouran. 
Easter Monday Fun Day – Although a very cold day it was also a very successful and busy family day once again. Thanks to all who helped to set up, the three brave ladies – Eve, Cherry and Jessica, who manned the craft stalls, Glenda for organising treasure hunts etc. and Richard and his young helpers for the pond dipping.
Our trusty tea ladies Kay and Edith called it a day at the end of the season and I want to record officially our sincere thanks to them for looking after us so well after our work sessions. You spoiled us rotten!
You will no doubt have noticed the repair and complete restoration of benches both in the garden and at the bird hide plus a new fixed bench in the hide for bird watchers. Thanks to John, Hugh, Robert and Iain for this. Paul feeds the birds and squirrels, Gordon wardens the woodland…… we could go on and on!
The bottom line is that we are blessed with willing helpers who pull together to care for this special place. At present numbers are growing and the future looks bright so a huge ‘thank you’ to everyone.
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