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	Trustees’ Annual Report for the period

	
	
	Period start date
	
	Period end date

	
	
	Day
	Month
	Year
	
	Day
	Month
	Year

	
	From
	01
	April
	2025
	To
	31
	March
	2026

	Office of the Scottish Charity Regulator
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	


	Reference and administration details


	Charity name
	
	The Banffshire Branch of the Royal Scottish Country Dance Society

	Other names charity is known by
	
	RSCDS BANFFSHIRE

	Registered charity number
	
	SC047852

	Charity’s principal address
	
	37 Sandy Road

	
	
	ELGIN

	
	
	

	
	
	
	Postcode    IV30 6EG


Names of the charity trustees on date of approval of Trustees’ Annual Report

	
	Trustee name
	Office (if any)
	Dates acted if 
not for whole year
	Name of person 
(or body) entitled to 
appoint trustee (if any)

	1
	Elizabeth Bulloch
	CHAIRPERSON
	
	Members at AGM

	2
	Kathleen Strathdee
	VICE CHAIRPERSON
	11/05/25 - 31/03/26
	Members at AGM

	3
	Linda Thomas
	SECRETARY
	
	Members at AGM

	4
	Mavis Macdonald
	TREASURER
	
	Members at AGM
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	7
	
	
	
	

	8
	
	
	
	

	9
	
	
	
	

	10
	
	
	
	

	11
	
	
	
	

	12
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	15
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	Reference and administration details


Names of all other charity trustees during the period, if any, (for example, those who resigned part way through the financial period)

	Name
	Dates acted if not for whole year

	Alice Archibald
	01/04/25 – 11/05/25

	
	

	
	


	Structure, governance and management


	Type of governing document
	CONSTITUTION

	Trustee recruitment and appointment
	Election at AGM


	Objectives and activities


	Charitable purposes
	1. The advancement of health 

2. The advancement of the arts, heritage and culture 

	Summary of the main activities 
in relation to these objects
	The delivery of social evening classes of Scottish Country Dancing for adults and children; participation of teams of dancers at Galas, Festivals and other special events; re-establishing and re-invigorating Scottish Country Dance programmes for Primary and Secondary schools and other youth groups; the training of teachers to deliver these programmes.
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	Achievements and performance 


	Summary of the main achievements of the charity during the financial period
	Achievements and performance – Reporting period 01 April 2025 to 31 March 2026

This report is to highlight the achievements and the overall performance of the RSCDS Banffshire Branch.

In the Summer of 2025, members of the Branch were  invited to celebrate one of our life members , Dr Anne McArthur in receiving the British Empire Medal  in the News Years Honours list 2025 for teaching Scottish Country Dancing to young people in her local area and Internationally.  The Lord Lieutenant of Aberdeenshire , Andrew Simpson presented Anne with her BEM at a fundraising event at the Sail Loft in Portsoy.   Anne chose to honour her achievement with a fundraiser at the Portsoy Sail Loft, inviting people of all ages to join in. The festivities included a bouncy castle, ice cream, and, naturally, some lively Scottish Country Dancing.
Community engagement

A lovely afternoon was enjoyed by all at the Church Centre, Portsoy joining in the 75 years celebrations : 50 years of the Portsoy 75 club and 25 years of the Portsoy Thrift shop. Members from the Banffshire Branch took part in the tea dance promoting Scottish Country Dancing and contributing to community events.  Members demonstrated ‘Anne McArthur’s Strathspey’ to live music provided by accordionist, Frank Thomson.  The afternoon ended with a display from the ‘Vikings’ who had come all the way from Shetland for the event.

RSCDS Virtual Festival 2025

One of our members proposed that we enter the Virtual Festival under ‘ Celebrate local’ category.  A Scottish Branch had never won the festival so we thought we would give it our very best shot!

We won our category!

Promoting Scottish Country Dancing – Historic Banffshire/Twinning/Kronach, Germany

RSCDS Banffshire Branch have been  invited to participate in an organised trip to Kronach, Germany which takes place in  July 2026.  Six members from the Branch have signed up to the event and  will be demonstrating Scottish Country Dances during the trip. Along with other community groups:  Highland dancers, Fiddlers, Community Choir, Brass Band the group will be performing in schools, nursing homes, and engaging with the locals to promote tourism and extend a welcome to our Community. The Branch has supported the on-going fundraising events organised by the Twinning committee and the groups that are going on the trip. Our demonstration team of dancers entertained at the Burns Supper

	
	 which was on of the fundraising events.  A number of Teachers from our Branch have donated to the funds from their social dances held locally.

Banffshire Clothing

The Branch can now offer t-shirts and polo shirts with the Banffshire logo.  Considerable effort has been dedicated to designing the logos and developing a Clothing page for the Banffshire website.
Events 2026

The branch is active in holding classes for the publication of the RSCDS dance books.  These classes are FREE to members of the Branch with a small charge for non-members.

From September to March yearly, the Branch holds one event each month to promote Scottish Country Dancing and to encourage dancers who do not attend socials to come along to our ‘Classes with a Difference.’   Our Branch is visible at community events such as the ‘Portsoy Boat Festival which is a  tourist attraction  held annually in Portsoy.  The Branch has a presence their yearly promoting and marketing Scottish Country Dancing.

Planning ahead 

After a successful day school in 2025 the Branch are hosting another day school in 2027.

The Branch entertain at care homes/nursing homes when requested.  This is always fun!  Especially when you see the smiley faces from those who used to be able to dance.

Website

The website is updated regularly to ensure that members and dancing friends can read our Branch News and access our Branch Newsletter.  Membership is also promoted through the newsletters as well as fliers being distributed through dance classes in the area.

The Branch actively promotes Scottish Country Dancing, social events, through social media and having a creative website to encourage, preserve and promote Scottish Country Dancing.

RSCDS Chair and Events

One of our members Gary Coull is currently the Chair of the RSCDS.  Our members attend national events of the Society: summer school, winter school and the autumn gathering and international events always giving the Branch a high profile.

Another member awarded the British Empire Medal

A huge congratulations to one of our very own who has been awarded a BEM in the King’s New Year's Honours List.

Alison Milne, who has taught Highland Dance at Summer School, was selected for the classes she runs in Dufftown and Aberlour. 

A massive Congratulations from all of us at the RSCDS Banffshire Branch

What a year celebrating and promoting Scottish Country Dancing!

Report by Liz Bulloch, Chair RSCDS Banffshire Branch 





	Financial review


	Brief statement of the charity’s policy on reserves
	The Branch requires £1,000 in unrestricted funds to operate.  There is no concern for the foreseeable future.

	Details of any deficit
	N/.A

	Donated facilities and services (if any)
	N/A
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	Other optional information


	N/A


	Declaration


The trustees declare that they have approved the trustees’ report above. 

Signed on behalf of the charity’s trustees

	Signature(s)

OSCR will accept

digital or typed

signatures
	Mavis S Macdonald
	

	Full name(s)
	Mavis S Macdonald
	

	Position (e.g. Chair)
	Treasurer
	

	Date
	10 Mayl 2026
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