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Summary: 
The programmes of activity are almost fully back up and running after our closure during Covid. As well as the activities run by the Sighthill Library on site, and the classes that are part of the Adult Education programme run by CEC, we host and/or organise things like zumba and judo classes, carpet bowls, and a new community food growing group which is using raised beds built by local young people to grow carrots and onions, with lots more planned for the rest of this year. The WHY Project continues to do fantastic work with children and young people in our area, such as cookery sessions in the kitchen, sports and dance in the sports hall, and pool in the Youth Zone. We also now have Triage based here – a service that works with the whole family of school non-attenders to provide support. MILAN also provides services here. 

For older people in our area, the carpet bowls group is important to help combat social isolation and to stay active, including for people with limited mobility. 

For young people, we have been supporting a new programme developed with CEC Wider Achievement here which sees local young young people who are school non-attenders being introduced to skills like carpentry and horticulture. They have built several high-quality raised beds and planters around the site here and have planted strawberries and garlic along with a range of bedding plants which attract pollinators. The programme means the young people get a qualification – the SVQ in Rural Skills – and many of them have now returned to education as a result. The programme has been rated ‘Excellent’ by the SQA.

The WHY Project has been doing great work here this year with children and young people age P6+. One recent project has seen two young people develop their own dance academy, called ABDA, at Gate 55, with the support of a WHY Project Youth Worker. The WHY Project supports children to grow in confidence and to improve their skills as well as their wellbeing. 

The new community food growing group is making use of the new raised beds, and, along with the young people, is growing vegetables here. The food growing group has plans to expand what they grow here over the summer and to make the fresh produce – which is bring grown without pesticides, and using no-dig methods of gardening – available for free here. The produce is for all residents of our local area (Sighthill, The Calders, Broomhouse, Parkhead, Murrayburn, Dumbryden, and wider Wester Hailes). 

The trustees have been acquiring donations of brand new school uniforms and children’s shoes from Tesco, which are made available for people to pick up for free from within the centre.

We have invested in new equipment that can be used by the carpet bowling group and by other groups, and a new hot water urn, as well as supporting the set-up of the community food growing group. 

Maintenance:
The trustees have organised volunteer painting days. The community food growing group has carried out some weeding activity. The trustees have had the carpets cleaned. 

 
