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Reference and Administrative Details
Charity Name: The Royal Scottish Country Dance Society North Ayrshire Branch
Charity Registration Number: SCO26565
Registered Office: The Charity has no registered office.
The address of the Principal Contact and Treasurer, John Coy, is 6 Fullerton Drive, Seamill, West Kilbride KA23 9HT.
Trustees
The following persons held office as Trustees either wholly, or partially, during the period of May 1st, 2025, to 30th April, 2026:
Sandra Mollison                             	     	Chair 
Trish Lorraine until 29th May 2025                   	Vice Chair
Shona Macfadyen from 29th May 2025		Vice Chair
William Gray from 29th May 2025                  	Secretary 
Deirdre Wright until 29th May 2025		Secretary
John Coy                                         		Treasurer 
Karen Hamilton					Committee
Jim Holmes 				 		Committee
May Holmes 						Committee
Elizabeth Howie 			 	 	Committee
Shona Macfadyen until 29th May 2025		Committee
Trish Lorraine from 29th May 2025		Committee
Trustees who are Charity Users registered with OSCR are Sandra Mollison, William Gray and John Coy.
Advisors
The Local Association’s principal advisors are the Royal Scottish Country Society - SCO16085. 
Auditor 
The Local Association’s accounts were audited by John Kerr ACMA, 1 Drummilling Avenue, West Kilbride, KA23 9BG.
Structure, Governance and Management
Governance Structure
The Royal Scottish Country Dance Society North Ayrshire Branch (the Local Association) is an autonomous body consisting of members of the Royal Scottish Country Dance Society (the Society). Whilst it has similar objects to, and associates with, the Society, it operates and carries out its administration and management independently from the Society.
The Local Association is governed in accordance with relevant Scottish laws and regulations, including those specifically applicable to Scottish Charities and in further order of precedence:
a) the constitution and rules as agreed by the Local Association in General Meeting;
b) motions passed by the Local Association in General Meeting; and
c) decisions made by the Trustees (Committee).
The Trustees are the governing body of the Local Association and meet at least four times a year.
Appointment of Trustees 
Trustees are elected by the Local Association at the Annual General Meeting in May each year.
Objectives and Activities
Charitable Purposes: 
advance the education of the public in North Ayrshire in traditional Scottish Country Dancing;
preserve and further the practice of traditional Scottish Dances. Provide instruction in the dancing of Scottish Country Dances; and 
promote the enjoyment and appreciation of Scottish Country Dancing and Music and show the health benefits of same for all ages.
Summary of Main Activities in Relation to These Objects:
Organise (free of charge) a Children’s Day of Dance for all primary schools in North Ayrshire. Provide instructors to visit schools in preparation for this. Pay for young musicians to play at the Children’s Day of Dance and provide instructors for the actual day. Provide a suitable venue.
Hold weekly classes in Scottish Country Dancing, seasonally.
Organise social events promoting Scottish Country Dancing.
Provide dancers for and, when appropriate, organise public displays of Scottish Country Dancing.
Achievements and Performance
The Branch has had a successful year.
The Committee welcomed a new Vice-Chair – Shona Macfadyen and a new Secretary – Billy Gray to their posts after the AGM in 2025. 
The Branch had 52 members at the end of the financial year - 49 who pay their headquarters subscription through North Ayrshire Branch, 3 who were non-dancing members and 3 Branch only members.
In October, 2025, the Branch had a very successful joint class with a visiting teacher, Wilma Brown from Ayr Branch, and decided as a result to invite her to return again in the Spring of 2026. Both classes were well attended and enjoyed. A visiting teacher will be invited again to teach the classes in the Spring of 2027.
As part of a national RSCDS initiative and information gathering exercise across Scotland, the Committee had a very positive meeting with ex RSCDS Chair, William Williamson, and his wife Linda in December, 2025. The Committee were delighted to learn that RSCDS North Ayrshire is one of the larger RSCDS Branches in Scotland and the Committee was commended for its forward thinking. The visitors then joined Branch members for the joint class Christmas Party which gave them a flavour of the ethos of branch events and an opportunity to mix and chat with members other than the Committee.  
The Branch published a newsletter for members in the summer of 2025, its first in many years. 
In November, 2025, the Branch nominated Billy Gray, Branch Secretary, for a vacant position on the RSCDS Management Board. He was duly elected at the AGM and has since become a member of other committees within the Society. 
A successful Children’s Day of Dance was held in November in the Portal Leisure Centre in Irvine. 
228 Primary School schoolchildren from 13 schools in North Ayrshire participated, which is fewer than in the previous year. The increasing cost of transport has been reported as being a factor in this. Live Music was provided. 
22 volunteers from North Ayrshire and Kilmarnock and District Branches assisted on the day and are all due a special mention as it would be impossible to stage the event without their assistance. 
Thanks are also due to May and Jim Holmes for their flawless organisation of the event.
Schools have been informed of the intention to hold a Day of Dance again in November, 2026.
Classes in Scottish Country Dancing were held, weekly, in two centres in the local area, West Kilbride and Stevenston. Live music was provided at both classes on a monthly basis. Each class has approximately 24 dancers on their registers. In 2025-26 the Branch had 4 new members attending classes who have become part of the dancing family.  
Three Social Dances were organised over the year to raise funds in pursuit of the charitable purposes. These were a Spring Dance, an Autumn Dance and a New Year Dance. All were enjoyed by those who attended. 
An AGM was held on 29th May at which the office bearers and trustees were elected.
The Branch appointed May and Jim Holmes as delegates to the national RSCDS AGM which was held in November.
Financial Review
Reserves are held to meet the rising costs of hall rental and musicians’ fees and to purchase music equipment when necessary and to fund the Children’ s Day of Dance, which is offered free to all Primary schools in North Ayrshire. Reserves are also used to fund classes, when required.
Profit - the audited accounts for 2025/2026 show that Branch activities resulted in a loss of £4,219. The Committee continued with the policy of trying to attract new members for the Branch and the Society by keeping the cost of membership of the Local Association low and offering free classes to members. Live music was provided at some classes. The number of members was 42 when this initiative started and stood at 52 at the end of the current financial year. The costs associated with running classes was £4,454.

The Children’s Day of Dance cost £756.

It is intended to try and alleviate losses by continuing to improve the efficacy of fund-raising activities and by charging a small amount to members for classes.

Declaration 

The Trustees declare that they have approved the Trustees’ Report above.

Signed on behalf of the Charity’s Trustees
Signature: William Gray

Full Name: William Gray

Position: Secretary

Date: 01.10.26
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