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Our Vision for the Future of The Reiver Trail
The Borderlands can certainly give the Highlands a run for their money, as the story of the Border Reivers echoes through the hills and valleys between England and Scotland. 

By the sixteenth century, warfare between the two countries had created a lawless society where people just tried to survive. Guerrilla fighters, even gangsters - the Reivers gave us the words ‘bereaved’ and ‘blackmail’. 

Expert riders and raiders, these were said to be some of the finest horsemen in Europe. Unforgiving and unrelenting, a feud might last a week or a hundred years. 

Today this rampaging footprint remains across the Borderlands. It is seen in our castles, kirkyards and tower houses. Here visitors get the chance to explore a landscape once traversed for very different reasons: by Armstrong and Elliot clans; by Maxwells, Johnstones, Grahams, Scotts, Jardines, Littles and Kerrs.

The Border Reiver Trail was designed two decades ago to help ensure that this often turbulent and sometimes romantic history of life on the edge remains alive. Now, through the Border Reiver Trail charity, our plan aims to raise funds to stabilise and develop this iconic 60-mile route.

The existing Trail goes through the Reiver Triangle of Canonbie, Langholm, Teviothead and Newcastleton. At its centre is the ancient Armstrong stronghold, Gilnockie Tower.

Reiver Trail Current Works: Initially the trail was developed around 2007 and included eight historic sites across the Esk, Teviot, and Liddel Valleys, on the Anglo-Scottish Border. With age and weathering conditions the trail signage and site development had ceased to function to its original purpose. 
Thus with the funds available through The Bank of Scotland Reiver Trail account it was decided to renovate the present installations by renovating and repairing what was possible, gifting the experience with around a 5 year extension to its current use.
By improving this experience will again enhance the visitor experience, offering an increasingly fascinating narrative of our 16th century lifestyles. 
To advertise our project a new website, already under construction, will be key to showcasing this expanded trail and guiding visitors on an immersive journey through time.
Archiving the Armstrong Archive: Within with confines of Gilnockie Tower a treasure trove of archives from the Clan Armstrong are stored. Our goal is to digitise these documents, and place them on the website, making them accessible to visitors eager to explore their ancestral roots. The volume of materials is vast, with around 15% already scanned, we are already seeking dedicated individuals and support, beyond the legacy left to The Reiver Trail to help us with this crucial task.
