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APPENDIX 1
	
	
	

	 
	Trustees’ Annual Report for the period

	
	
	Period start date
	
	Period end date

	
	
	Day
	Month
	Year
	
	Day
	Month
	Year

	
	From
	01
	04
	2025
	To
	31
	03
	2026

	Office of the Scottish Charity Regulator
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	


	Reference and administration details


	Charity name
	
	St Andrews Education for Palestinian Students

	Other names charity is known by
	
	STEPS

	Registered charity number
	
	SCSC042518

	Charity’s principal address
	
	4 Ovenstone Muir

	
	
	Ovenstone

	
	
	Anstruther

	
	
	Fife
	Postcode  KY10 2RR

	
	
	
	


Names of the charity trustees on date of approval of Trustees’ Annual Report

	
	Trustee name
	Office (if any)
	Dates acted if 
not for whole year
	Name of person 
(or body) entitled to 
appoint trustee (if any)

	1
	Patrick O’Hare
	Chair
	
	

	2
	Ellen Colingsworth
	Co-Secretary
	
	

	3
	Mohammed Sabbah
	Co-Secretary
	
	

	4
	Sheila Boardman
	Treasurer
	
	

	5
	Chris Given-Wilson
	
	
	

	6
	Mike Orr
	
	
	

	7
	Malaka Shwaikh
	
	
	

	8
	Iain Whyte
	
	
	

	9
	Gavin Waterston
	
	Resigned 14.05.26
	

	10
	Mohammed Al-Shurafa
	
	Appointed 11.11.25
	

	11
	
	
	
	

	12
	
	
	
	

	13
	
	
	
	

	14
	
	
	
	

	15
	
	
	
	

	16
	
	
	
	

	17
	
	
	
	

	18
	
	
	
	

	19
	
	
	
	

	20
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	Reference and administration details


Names of all other charity trustees during the period, if any, (for example, those who resigned part way through the financial period)

	Name
	Dates acted if not for whole year

	
	

	
	

	
	


	Structure, governance and management


	Type of governing document
	Trust Deed

	Trustee recruitment and appointment
	Appointment through election at Annual general Meeting and co-option


	Objectives and activities


	Charitable purposes
	To advance education by providing maintenance and travel

expenses to suitably qualified Palestinian postgraduate students in

need, admitted onto a one year Master’s programme at the

University of St Andrews who otherwise would be unable to attend

due to financial hardship and who are committed to returning and

using their skills for the benefit of their communities.

	Summary of the main activities 
in relation to these objects
	Fund raising and information distribution. Liaising

with other relevant organisations. Support for

current beneficiaries. Identification and selection of

the next beneficiaries.
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	Achievements and performance 


	Summary of the main achievements of the charity during the financial period
	In the financial year to 31 March 2026, STEPS continued its work to support Palestinian students in their endeavours to further their education by attaining a postgraduate masters degree in their chosen field of study. 
The 2024-25 student (Kate) obtained her degree in September 2025 after a year of intense study. There had been two other students who were supposed to have joined Kate for the 2024-25 academic year, but as they were living in Gaza, were unable to travel to the UK to take up their places, as travel was prevented by the Israeli regime. STEPS and the University held their places in the hope that they could take them up in 2025-26. Strong efforts were made to find a way to evacuate these students, and the result was that one (Abeer) eventually was evacuated by the UK government and arrived in St Andrews to take up her place a few weeks after the start of the academic year. Unfortunately the other student was unable to leave Gaza at that time. Abeer worked incredibly hard to catch up with her studies and to adjust to life in St Andrews. She was joined this year by four other STEPS students – Rana, Miral, Enas and Dania – all of whom were able to travel to the UK more easily. Two of these students were fully funded by STEPS and two received discretionary places from the University, with STEPS covering some costs.
STEPS have now selected three students for scholarships for the 2026-27 year and it is hoped they will be able to commence their studies in September 2026.

The charity continued to organise events to highlight the challenge faced by these young people and the general population of Palestine, with a series of film screenings, talks and social events, some of which were 

jointly organised with St Andrews student organisations. These events were also used to raise funds for and awareness of the work of the charity.


	Financial review


	Brief statement of the charity’s policy on reserves
	We do not have a policy of keeping a minimum in reserve. We

only award a scholarship when we know we have the funds to

cover the entire cost of a student’s stay in Scotland. 

	Details of any deficit
	N/A

	Donated facilities and services (if any)
	N/A
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	Other optional information


	


	Declaration


The trustees declare that they have approved the trustees’ report above. 

Signed on behalf of the charity’s trustees

	Signature(s)

OSCR will accept

digital or typed

signatures
	[image: image1.jpg]



	

	Full name(s)
	Patrick O’Hare
	

	Position (e.g. Chair)
	Chair
	

	Date
	6.7.26
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