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STORNOWAY HISTORICAL SOCIETY 

 
TRUSTEES ANNUAL REPORT 

FOR THE YEAR ENDED 31 DECEMBER 2024 
 

 

REFERENCE AND ADMINISTRATION DETAILS 
 

Scottish Charity Number:   SC023424 

STRUCTURE, GOVERNANCE AND MANAGEMENT 

Governing document 
The Society is an unincorporated association and is operated under the terms of its constitution. The Society was 

formed in 1992 and was registered as a charity with effect from 7 March 1995. 
 

Recruitment and appointment of trustees 

The management of the Society is the responsibility of the office bearers and council members who are elected or 
re-elected under the terms of the constitution by the Society's members at the Annual General Meeting which is 

held in March each year. The Society's council members are also charity trustees for the purposes of charity law. 
 

OBJECTIVES AND ACTIVITIES 
Charitable purposes 

The objects of the Society are to advance the education of the public about the history, heritage and culture of 

Stornoway and the Island of Lewis. 
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STORNOWAY HISTORICAL SOCIETY 

 
TRUSTEES ANNUAL REPORT 

FOR THE YEAR ENDED 31 DECEMBER 2024 
 

 

Summary of main activities  
The year was dominated by the summer exhibition which commemorated 150 years of the RNLI, and we did this 

by highlighting the services provided around the island over the years by the Stornoway Lifeboat, with its iconic 
Lifeboat Guild, and Coastguard. The exhibition was the result of a productive and enjoyable partnership between 

SHS and our local lifeboat station. Feedback indicated that the visitor experience was appreciated by the services 
and visitors alike. 

 

FINANCE 
Over the year income received from donations at the exhibition and the Winter Series of Lectures was gratefully 

received. The Treasurer sought out grants covered in the financial statements and these included sums awarded 
by the Crown Estate Fund, Comhairle nan Eilean Siar, Stornoway Trust, Pentland Power, Lewis Wind Power, and 

CnES Councillors’ Ward Fund. The latter award helped pay up computer upgrades and licences while the other 

grants helped with salaries and overheads. Membership has remained healthy. The support from the membership 
and the community is much appreciated by the committee during difficult economic times where we are having to 

increase our membership rates. 
 

EXHIBITION 
During the month of March and again during the summer months, the Society held an exhibition in our main office 

to commemorate 200 Years of the RNLI by displaying photographs, artefacts, models, mannequins, parchments, 

medals and family trees associated with Stornoway Lifeboat Station since 1887. Much work, especially from our 
ladies went into preparing for the event which was staffed by our committee, our members and RNLI members. 

With the new deep water harbour open, many interested and interesting visitors from all over the world paid us a 
visit. A total of 2,890 visitors were recorded. 

 

EMPLOYEES 
The Society, as an approved Gateway organisation, has been able to continue the employment of an Apprentice 

Archivist from 2022. Initially the employee was engaged for six months (25 hours per week) under the 
Government's Kickstart Scheme. Since then a donor provided money to engage the employee for a further six 

months. The Society has then sourced further income to keep the post filled and the Apprentice Archivist continues 

to make inroads into cataloguing the Society’s files, photographs and artefacts. He has signed up to start a Modern 
Apprentice Scheme with Museum Galleries Scotland. This is a most welcome outcome for the post-holder and for 

the Society. The Society recruited a cleaner for the offices (1 hour per week) from the first week of January 2022.  
She works out of hours but the work is greatly appreciated. 

 
DISPLAY & STORAGE SPACE 

Our main book stock, cabinets, tables and many other items not required immediately, are located in Marybank 

Depot within an unused office in a heated portacabin. This followed discussions with CnES to find storage. This 
enabled the Society to hold the RNLI exhibition in the summer of 2024. The Society also has a collection stored in 

the Marybank Depository. 
 

OFFICE 

A “new” second-hand photocopier/printer has been networked to serve our five workstations. Office costs include 
£1,000 per annum for licenses and Adobe Software and there are also fees for our website, etc. Nevertheless, 

apart from the Apple Mac computer the four other Society computers are getting old and require replacing. 
 

A “Doors Open Day” was held on 21st September in conjunction with a Scottish initiative. 
 

A series of five talks by the Honorary Presiden s now on You Tube. We thank

(interviewer) and (camera/sound). 
 

Two recording devi d by hey have already been 
in action recording memories. Three of the Society’s committee undertook this invaluable work 

of recording oral his
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STORNOWAY HISTORICAL SOCIETY 

 
TRUSTEES ANNUAL REPORT 

FOR THE YEAR ENDED 31 DECEMBER 2024 
 

 

Reserves policy 
The general fund represents unrestricted funds from past operating results not yet utilised. It also represents the 

free reserves of the charity. The trustees have examined the charity’s requirements for reserves in light of the 
main risks to the charity and consider that three months operating expenditure, which equates to £9,000, should 

be held in unrestricted reserves. This would allow the charity to continue to operate in the event of an interruption 
in its income streams and the unrestricted reserves held at 31 December 2024 is in line with this target. Funds are 

also raised for specific projects as required. 

 
Approved by the Trustees and signed on their behalf by: 

 
 

 

 

 

Date: 31 March 2025 
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STORNOWAY HISTORICAL SOCIETY 

 
RECEIPTS AND PAYMENTS ACCOUNT 

FOR THE YEAR ENDED 31 DECEMBER 2024 
 

 

           31.12.24 31.12.23 
           Unrestricted Restricted   Total    Total 

                     funds     funds   funds    funds 
      £        £        £        £ 

Receipts 
 

Donations            670             -       670       235 

Grants          1,470  32,000  33,470  39,790 
Subscriptions         3,966            -    3,966    2,975 

Gross receipts from other charitable activities   11,744            -  11,744  20,169 
Income from investments other than land and buildings         27            -         27        33 

       ––––––– ––––––– ––––––– ––––––– 

Total receipts       17,877  32,000  49,877  63,202 
       ¯¯¯¯¯¯¯ ¯¯¯¯¯¯¯ ¯¯¯¯¯¯¯ ¯¯¯¯¯¯¯ 

 
Payments 

 
Payments relating directly to charitable activities   13,956  19,968  33,924  66,044 

Governance costs: 

 Accountancy fees          672            -       672       420 
 Payroll fees           375            -       375       323 

 Legal and professional fees         180            -       180       180 
       ––––––– ––––––– ––––––– ––––––– 

Total payments      15,183  19,968  35,151   66,967 

       ¯¯¯¯¯¯¯ ¯¯¯¯¯¯¯ ¯¯¯¯¯¯¯ ¯¯¯¯¯¯¯ 
 

 
Net (payments) receipts       2,694  12,032  14,726   (3,765) 

 

Transfers to (from) funds               -            -            -           - 
       ––––––– ––––––– ––––––– ––––––– 

Surplus/(deficit) for year       2,694  12,032  14,726   (3,765) 
        ═════  ═════  ═════  ═════ 
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STORNOWAY HISTORICAL SOCIETY 

 
STATEMENT OF BALANCES 

AS AT 31 DECEMBER 2024 
 

 

           31.12.24 31.12.23 
           Unrestricted      Restricted   Total    Total 

        funds              funds               funds    funds 
             £        £        £        £ 

 
Bank and cash in hand 

 

Opening balances        5,657    3,595    9,252  13,017 
 

Surplus/(deficit) for year       2,694  12,032  14,726  (3,765) 
       ––––––– ––––––– ––––––– ––––––– 

Closing balances        8,351  15,627  23,978    9,252 
        ═════  ═════  ═════  ═════ 

 

 

Reserves 
 

General fund         8,351            -    8,351    5,657 
Restricted funds                 -  15,627  15,627    3,595 

       ––––––– ––––––– ––––––– ––––––– 
Closing balances        8,351  15,627  23,978    9,252 
        ═════  ═════  ═════  ═════ 

 
 

 

 
Approved by the Trustees on 31 March 2025 and signed on their behalf by: 
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STORNOWAY HISTORICAL SOCIETY 

 
NOTES TO THE ACCOUNTS 

FOR THE YEAR ENDED 31 DECEMBER 2024 
 

 

1. Grants 
 

       Unrestricted Restricted 31.12.24 31.12.23 
            funds     funds   Total    Total 

      £        £        £        £ 
 

Comhairle nan Eilean Siar - Membership grant       350            -       350           - 

Comhairle nan Eilean Siar - Ward Priority Fund    1,120            -    1,120    2,400 
Comhairle nan Eilean Siar - Crown Estate Funding            -  24,000  24,000  24,000 

Comhairle nan Eilean Siar - Bord na Gaidhlig grant            -            -            -    8,000 
The Stornoway Trust - Wind Farm Grant Scheme            -    7,000    7,000           - 

LWP Sponsorship Fund               -    1,000    1,000           - 

Point and Sandwick Trust               -            -            -    5,000 
Bakkafrost Scotland                -            -            -       390 

       ––––––– ––––––– ––––––– ––––––– 
          1,470  32,000  33,470   39,790 
        ═════  ═════  ═════  ═════ 

 
2. Gross receipts from other charitable activities 

 
       Unrestricted Restricted 31.12.24 31.12.23 

            funds     funds   Total    Total 

      £        £        £        £ 
 

Newsletter and publications       5,801            -    5,801  12,407 
Lectures and exhibitions       4,654            -    4,654    4,837 

Images and photographs          310            -       310       780 

Consultancy work                -            -            -    1,182 
Employment Allowance          854            -       854       854 

Other income           125            -       125       109 
       ––––––– ––––––– ––––––– ––––––– 

        11,744            -  11,744   20,169 
        ═════  ═════  ═════  ═════ 

 

3. Income from investments other than land and buildings 
 

       Unrestricted Restricted 31.12.24 31.12.23 

            funds     funds   Total    Total 
      £        £        £        £ 

 
Bank account interest            27            -         27         33 
        ═════  ═════  ═════  ═════ 
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STORNOWAY HISTORICAL SOCIETY 

 
NOTES TO THE ACCOUNTS 

FOR THE YEAR ENDED 31 DECEMBER 2024 
 

 

4. Payments relating directly to charitable activities 
 

Unrestricted Restricted 31.12.24 31.12.23 
            funds     funds   Total    Total 

      £        £        £        £ 
 

Newsletter and publications       4,616            -    4,616  13,247 

Exhibitions and events            24       117       141  25,219 
Projects                 -    3,478    3,478    4,405 

Wages                 -  16,102  16,102  16,154 
Pensions                 -       271       271       271 

Premises costs        5,578            -    5,578    3,864 

Repairs and renewals          428            -       428       689 
Equipment            215            -       215       435 

Cleaning expenses           631            -       631       550 
Insurance            603            -       603       370 

Postages, printing and stationery         770            -       770       526 
Website expenses           144            -       144       120 

Donations            720            -       720           - 

Sundry expenses             25            -         25       103 
Bank charges           199            -       199         88 

Interest payable               3             -           3            3 
       ––––––– ––––––– –––––––  -––––– 

      13,956  19,968  33,924   66,044 
        ═════  ═════  ═════  ════= 

 

5. Trustees remuneration and expenses 

 
The trustees did not receive any remuneration or expenses during the year. 

 
6. Nature and purpose of funds 

 

General fund 
The general fund represents unrestricted funds which the trustees are free to use in accordance with the 

charitable objects. 
 

Restricted funds 
This represents funds received from public funding agencies and trusts for a specified purpose. 
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INDEPENDENT EXAMINER’S REPORT TO THE TRUSTEES OF 

STORNOWAY HISTORICAL SOCIETY 
 

 
I report on the accounts of the charity for the year ended 31 December 2024 which are set out on pages seven to 

ten. 

 
Respective responsibilities of trustees and examiner 

The charity's trustees are responsible for the preparation of the accounts in accordance with the terms of the 
Charities and Trustee Investment (Scotland) Act 2005 and the Charities Accounts (Scotland) Regulations 2006 (as 

amended). The charity’s trustees consider that the audit requirement of Regulation 10(1) (d) of the 2006 Accounts 
Regulations does not apply. It is my responsibility to examine the accounts as required under section 44(1) (c) of 

the Act and to state whether particular matters have come to my attention. 

 
Basis of independent examiner’s statement 

My examination is carried out in accordance with Regulation 11 of the 2006 Accounts Regulations. An examination 
includes a review of the accounting records kept by the charity and a comparison of the accounts presented with 

those records. It also includes consideration of any unusual items or disclosures in the accounts, and seeks 

explanations from the trustees concerning any such matters. The procedures undertaken do not provide all the 
evidence that would be required in an audit, and consequently I do not express an audit opinion on the view given 

by the accounts. 
 

Independent examiner’s statement 
In the course of my examination, no matter has come to my attention: 

 

1. which gives me reasonable cause to believe that in any material respect the requirements: 
 

• to keep accounting records in accordance with Section 44(1) (a) of the 2005 Act and Regulation 4 of the 

2006 Accounts Regulations 
 

• to prepare accounts which accord with the accounting records and comply with Regulation 9 of the 2006 

Accounts Regulations 

 
 have not been met, or 

 
2. to which, in my opinion, attention should be drawn in order to enable a proper understanding of the accounts 

to be reached. 
 

 

 

 

CIB Services 

63 Kenneth Street 
Stornoway 

Isle of Lewis 
HS1 2DS 

 

Date: 2 June 2025 
 

 




