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APPENDIX 1    

OSCr 

Trustees’ Annual Report for the period 
 Period start date  Period end date 
 Day Month Year  Day Month Year 

From  
01 

 
01 

 
2025 

To  
31 

 
12 

 
2025 

Office of the Scottish Charity Regulator         

 

Reference and administration details 

 

Charity name  The St Jerome’s Centre 

Other names charity is known 
by 

 St Jerome’s Children’s Home 

Registered charity number  SC044241 

Charity’s principal address  421 Lasgair 

  Lochboisdale 

  South Uist 

  Western Isles Postcode   HS8 5TW 

 

Names of the charity trustees on date of approval of Trustees’ Annual Report 
 

 

Trustee name Office (if any) 
Dates acted if  
not for whole year 

Name of person  
(or body) entitled to  
appoint trustee (if any) 

1 Gemma MacKinnon Chairperson   

2 Rebecca White Treasurer   

3 Bethany Shelvey Secretary   

4 Ben Lock    

5 David Barkwill    

6 Hazel Preston    

7 Lauren Shelvey    

8     

9     

10     

11     

12     

13     

14     

15     

16     

17     

18     

19     

20     

 

 



Reference and administration details 

 

Names of all other charity trustees during the period, if any, (for example, those who resigned part way 
through the financial period) 
 

Name Dates acted if not for whole year 

  

  

  

 

Structure, governance and management 
 

Type of governing document The St Jerome’s Centre’s governing document is a constitution, effective 
from 2nd September 2013, the date OSCR granted charitable status. This 
constitution still stands and has no amendments.  

Trustee recruitment and appointment As per the constitution: 
 
Application for Charity Trusteeship. 
Any person, nominated individual or body who/which wishes to become 
a Charity Trustee must sign a written application for Charity Trusteeship; 
and for a corporate body, that application must be signed by an 
appropriately authorised officer of that body who will remain as the 
representative of that corporate body until such time as the corporate 
body informs the Board otherwise. 
Applications will then be considered by the Board at its next Board 
meeting. 
The Board must notify each applicant promptly (in writing, which includes 
by e-mail) of its decision on whether or not to admit him/her/it to Charity 
Trusteeship. 
 
Under the constitution there must be a minimum of 3 trustees and a 
maximum of 9 trustees. 
  

Objectives and activities 
 

Charitable purposes On registering with OSCR our charitable purposes were stated as: 
The advancement of education 
The relief of those in need by reason of age, ill-health, disability, financial 
hardship or other disadvantage.  
We have been and still are working with these purposes in mind. 

Summary of the main activities  
in relation to these objects 

Although The St Jerome’s Centre carries out most of its fundraising activities 
in the UK, our activities are carried out in Kenya.   
Currently The St Jerome’s Centre runs a children’s home in Nakuru, Kenya. 
In 2025 we provided full time care, accommodation, food, healthcare, 
welfare and nursery/primary schooling costs for 23 children. Throughout the 
year this number may have varied slightly as we continued to take temporary 
care of a number of children whilst family tracing or suitable family guardians 
were assessed. We have also been supporting 2 additional children in 
secondary education, providing full secondary school fees and some support 
with accommodation and living costs. We also have been supporting 6 
young people in college, having chosen a vocational course instead of 
formal secondary education. In 2025, The St Jerome’s centre continued to 
develop community outreach projects, including a local feeding programme, 
and supported a further 35 children. 
In order to run this facility, we employ local Kenyan staff to take care of the 
day to day running – in doing this we are also providing a living wage for 
those staff. In 2025 we have been employing 7 Kenyan staff. 
 
 
 
 
 



 

Achievements and performance  
 

Summary of the main achievements 
of the charity during the financial 
period 

During the financial period of 1st January 2025 to 31st December 2025 
there have been many achievements for The St Jerome’s Centre.  
Here are some of the significant ones: 
 
Improvements were made to the home including new kitchen sink, 
washrooms and electrical repairs and instant shower installation.  
 
The children enjoyed a day trip to agricultural show and Thompsons’s 
waterfalls.  
 
College courses were completed in care giving, barista, painting printing 
and design arts, barber, hospitality and accommodation.  
 
We employed an office administrative assistant as a new role (in Kenya). 
 
We hosted a number of local and international volunteers as well as five 
trustee visits.  
 
Four families were traced resulting in six successful family 
reintegrations. 
 
Medical emergencies treated in a timely manner. 
 
Continuation of a successful feeding programme at local primary school. 
 
We continued to push fundraising and held our second charity ball in 
March. We also held a successful Christmas fundraising Campaign.  
 
We increased our online presence and increases followers on social 
media by over 1000 supporters. 

 

We 

Financial review 
 

Brief statement of the charity’s policy 
on reserves 

Our aim is to have 3 months’ reserves in the account, to cover basic 
running costs in order to cover unexpected expenditure and to keep the 
organisation running should normal income be reduced.  
 
At the end of the financial year the bank balances totalled £74,072. This 
amounts to about 10 month’s reserves.  
 
We aim to maintain, or exceed, the 3 month target in the next financial 
year.  
 
 
 



Details of any deficit  
For our primary accounts (unrestricted fund) in 2025, income exceeded 
expenditure by £40,565.  
 
For our LAPB accounts and restricted fund fundraising is ongoing with 
minimal expenditure as we have not yet commenced this project so our 
income has exceeded expenditure by £2609 in this fund. 
 
There were no points during the year where our bank balance went into 
negative or we were in any debts. We aim to continue to push 
fundraising in 2026. 
 

Donated facilities and services (if any)  

 

                                                                                                                                                                            
 

Other optional information 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Declaration 

 

The trustees declare that they have approved the trustees’ report above.  
 
Signed on behalf of the charity’s trustees 
 

Signature(s)   

Full name(s) Rebecca White  

Position (e.g. Chair) Treasurer  

Date 02/04/2026  
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