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Once again the group started of the year with our AGM. We welcomed a few members from the village and after getting formalities out of the way there was various discussions about what the group did and how we would like to progress for the future. We no longer hold the Duck Race as there does not seem to be much enthusiasm in the village for it. As there was nothing else set out for the rest of the year it was a case of getting everything sorted for the hogmanay festivites. there was a problem this year as the construction company beside the park has taken over the old access area onto the bonfire site . To solve this we had to have several meetings with them and the council as to how we could get a new access route onto the park and build a new bonfire site. New plans were drawn up and eventually everyone involved agreed as to where the new site would be located. This meant that a new access route woud need to be created to allow the material to build the bonfire to be delivered. It also meant the the insurance company would need to be informed to see if new site was agreeable for the insurance for the night. This turned out to be ok with a minor adjustment to where the firing area for the fireworks were set off. With everything in place and after all the paperwork approved it was all systems go on the 29th Dec. As usual out trusty volunteers turned up to help collect the material for the bonfire with the tractor travelling around the village and surrounding area to collect all the stuff that residents had been asked to put out. This was all duly done and the bonfire was completed for the 31st with the finishing touches put to the access area and a new area for arc lights set up. The procession was really well attended and the weather this year ws really kind to us. The bonfire was duly lit and firework display went off with plenty of oos and aas from the really good turn out again. On reflection there is a couple of things that will need to be addressed for this years event, but after problems of finding new area for fire site we expected some minor issues.   We put this at the back of our minds and got on with the organisation of the Easter Egg hunt. Again this was really well supported with a greater amount of decorated eggs and easter bonnets entered for the competition, It was a really difficult decision deciding the winners due to the standard of the entries and once all prizes were handed out the children had great fun rolling theirr eggs down the hill.
At the moment we are trying to organize a defibrillator awareness session in the village so are making people aware that there are two units in the village and it would be good to encourage people to be familiar with them
Signed

J Kelly ( secretary )
