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Scot Aid
Trustees' Report and Unaudited Financial Statements
For the year 1 January 2024 to 31 December 2024

The trustees present their report and the financial statements for the period 1 January 2024 
to 31 December 2024

Aims and activities 
Scot Aid is a humanitarian aid and development organisation founded in July 2020, dedicated 
to preventing and alleviating poverty.

Purpose 
To relieve poverty, ease suffering of individual, families and communities affected by poverty 
by mainly providing basic necessities such as food provision, clean water and hygiene 
products.

Objectives
The principal objective is the prevention and relief of poverty.

Achievements and performance during the year 2024

The charity pursues its objectives by providing essential support such as food, clean water, 
shelter, medical supplies and financial aid to vulnerable families both overseas and within 
Scotland.
During 2024, humanitarian needs across the Middle East and North Africa remained critical. 
Scot Aid continued and expanded its relief programmes in Palestine, Yemen,  and Lebanon.
In Palestine, the Gaza Strip faced ongoing devastation due to conflict. Scot Aid prioritised 
emergency relief for displaced families, including food parcels, water aid, medical support and 
winter relief.
In Yemen, the threat of famine persisted. Scot Aid expanded its Ramadan and Eid distribution 
projects. 

During 2025, the organisation will seek to obtain the funding necessary to promote our 
objectives. Our main goals will be to enhance the income generation income process, increase 
the number of the end-beneficiaries and recruit more volunteers. 

Financial Review
During the financial year the charity received various donations that helped us fund relief 
projects like:
- Food Security 
- Water Relief
- Sponsorship 
- Student Support.
- Emergency Humanitarian Aid 
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Reserves Policy
The organisation aims to maintain sufficient reserves to fund projects that can prevent and/or 
give relief of poverty.

Principal Funding Sources

The trustees are actively seeking out project funds and donations to achieve their objective.
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Structure, governance and management
The governance of the charity is overseen by a board of trustees. 
The SCIO is governed by its constitution and trustees are appointed in accordance with the 
relevant provisions of those articles.

Governing document
The organisation is a Scottish Charitable Incorporated Organisation (SCIO), incorporated on 
23rd of July 2020

The charitable company was established under a constitution which established the objects 
and powers of the SCIO and is governed under its Articles of Association.

Recruitment and appointment of Trustees
The trustees of the SCIO are also the members of the SCIO. Nominations to the board of 
trustees are considered and approved at board meetings.

Induction and training
New trustees are invited and encouraged to attend an introductory meeting with the other 
trustees to familiarise themselves with SCIO and the 
context within which it operates. The meeting covers:

·    the obligations of the trustees;
·    the main documents which set out the operational framework for the charities, 
including the constitution;  objectives.

       ·    resourcing and the current financial position and future plans and 

Risk management

The trustees have considered and assessed the major risks to which the charitable company is 
exposed and have put in suitable procedures and controls to mitigate these risks.

Organisational structure

The organisation has a board of trustees who meet quarterly and are responsible for the 
strategic direction and policy of the charity. Board members represent a variety of professional 
backgrounds relevant to the work of the charitable company.

Page 5



Scot Aid
Trustees' Report and Financial Statements

For the year 1 January 2024 to 31 December 2024

The trustees are responsible for preparing the Trustees' Report and the financial statements in 
accordance with applicable law and regulations. Charity law requires the trustees to prepare financial 
statements for each financial year. Under that law the trustees have elected to prepare the financial 
statements in accordance with United Kingdom Generally Accepted Accounting Practice (United Kingdom 
Accounting Standards and applicable law). Under Charity law the trustees must not approve the financial 
statements unless they are satisfied that they give a true and fair view of the state-of-affairs of the charity 
and of the profit or loss of the charity  for that period. In preparing these financial statements, the 
trustees are required to: 

·                     select suitable accounting policies and then apply them consistently;
·                     observe the methods and principles in the charities SORP (FRS 102)
·                     make judgments and estimates that are reasonable and prudent;
·                     state whether applicable UK Accounting Standards have been followed, subject to any
material departures disclosed and explained in the financial statements; and
·                     prepare the financial statements on the going concern basis unless it is inappropriate to 
presume that the charity will continue in business.

The trustees are responsible for maintaining adequate accounting records that are sufficient to show and
explain the charity’s transactions and disclose with reasonable accuracy at any time the financial position
of the charity and enable them to ensure that the financial statements comply with the Charities and
Trustee Investment (Scotland) Act 2005 and the Charities Accounts (Scotland) Regulations 2006 (as
amended). They are also responsible for safeguarding the assets of the charity and hence for taking
reasonable steps for the prevention and detection of fraud and other irregularities.

Members of the board of trustees
Members of the board of trustees who are trustees for the purpose of charity law, who served during the 
period and up to the date of this report, are set out in the contents page.

This report has been prepared in accordance with Accounting and Reporting by Charities Statement of 
Recommended Practice applicable to charities preparing their accounts in accordance with financial 
reporting standard 102 (FRS 102) (effective 1 January 2015) as amended by Update Bulletins and in 
accordance with the special provisions of Part 15 of the Companies Act 2006 relating to small entities.

Approved by the board on ………………………………. and signed on its behalf by
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Scot Aid
Independent Examiner’s Statement

For the year 1 January 2024 to 31 December 2024

I report on the accounts of Scot Aid for the period from the 1 January 2024 to 31 December 2024, which
comprise of the Statement of Financial Activities, the Balance Sheet and the related notes.

This report is made solely to the SCIO’s trustees as a body in accordance with section 44 of the charities and
Trustee Investment (Scotland) Act 2005. My examination has been undertaken so that I might state to the
charity’s Trustees those matters I am required to state to them in an independent examiner’s report and for no
other purposes. To the fullest extent permitted by law, I do not assume the responsibility to anyone other than
the charity or the charity’s Trustees as a body, for my examination, for this report, or for the opinions I have
formed.

Respective responsibilities of directors and the Independent Examiner

The SCIO’s trustees (who are also the directors of the charitable company for the purposes of company law) are
responsible for the preparation of the accounts in accordance with the terms of the Charities and Trustee
Investment (Scotland) Act 2005 and the Charities Accounts (Scotland) Regulations 2006. The SCIO’s trustees
consider that the audit requirement of Regulation 10 (1) (a) to (c) of the 2006 Accounts Regulations does not
apply. It is my responsibility to examine the accounts as required under section 44(1) (c) of the Act and to state
whether particular matters have come to my attention.

Basis of independent examiner’s statement

My examination is carried out in accordance with Regulation 11 of the Charities Accounts (Scotland) Regulations
2006. An examination includes a review of the accounting records kept by the charity and a comparison of the
accounts presented with those records. It also includes consideration of any unusual items or disclosures in the
accounts, and seeks explanations from the trustees concerning any such matters. The procedures undertaken do
not provide all the evidence that would be required in an audit, and consequently I do not express an audit
opinion on the view given by the accounts.

Independent examiner’s statement
In the course of my examination, no matter has come to my attention:
1. which gives me reasonable cause to believe that in any material respect the requirements:

to keep accounting records in accordance with Section 44 (1) (a) of the 2005 Act and Regulation 4 of the 2006 
Accounts Regulations; 
and to prepare accounts which accord with the accounting records and comply with Regulation 8 of the 2006 
Accounts Regulations;

   have not been met; or
2. to which, in my opinion, attention should be drawn in order to enable a proper understanding of the accounts 
to be reached.

___
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Scot Aid
Notes to the Financial Statements

For the year 1 January 2024 to 31 December 2024

Section C               Notes to the accounts                                            

Note 1                     Accounting policies

General information
Scot Aid is a Scottish Charitable Incorporated Organisation registered in Scotland, registration number
SC050319.

The address of the charity’s registered office is:
34 Eskdale Terrace
Bonnyrig
EH19 2BH

Scot Aid meets the definition of a public benefit entity under FRS102.  

These financial statements are presented in pounds sterling (GBP) as that is the currency in which the
charity’s transactions are denominated. They comprise the financial statements of the charity drawn up
for the period ended 31 December 2024.

Basis of preparation

The accounts have been prepared under the historical cost basis of accounting and in accordance with
the applicable accounting standards; Financial Reporting Standard 102, as issued by the Financial
Reporting Council (effective 1 January 2015), the Statement of Recommended Practice (SORP)
“Accounting and Reporting by Charities preparing their accounts in accordance with the Financial
Reporting Standard applicable in the UK and the Republic of Ireland (FRS 102) (as amended by Update
Bulletins).

Statement of cash flows

The financial statements do not include a cash flow statement because the charity, a small reporting
entity, is exempt from the requirements to prepare such a statement under the Financial Reporting
Standard 102, ‘The Financial Reporting Standard applicable in the United Kingdom and the Republic of
Ireland’ (FRS 102).

Going Concern
The financial statements are prepared on a going concern basis.   

Page 9























 
 

 

 

 

 

Trustees’ Annual Report 
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Charity Trustees 
 

 

Objectives and Activities 

Scot Aid is a humanitarian aid and development organisation established in July 2020, committed 

to preventing and alleviating poverty. 

The charity achieves its mission by delivering essential support—including food, clean water, 

shelter, medical supplies, and financial assistance—to vulnerable families both internationally and 

within Scotland. 

2024 Highlights 

In 2024, humanitarian needs across the Middle East remained severe. Scot Aid responded by 

continuing and expanding its relief programmes in Palestine, Yemen, and Lebanon. 

• Palestine: The Gaza Strip endured ongoing devastation due to conflict. Scot Aid prioritised 

emergency relief for displaced families, providing food parcels, water aid, medical support, 

and winter relief packages. 

• Yemen: With famine still a major threat, Scot Aid scaled up its seasonal aid efforts, 

including expanded Ramadan and Eid distribution projects. 

Beyond its international work, 2024 was a year of growth and development for Scot Aid. The 

organisation: 

• Recruited new employees and volunteers, 

• Formed strategic partnerships to enhance its impact, 

• Upgraded its online donation platforms to improve accessibility and support its growing 

base of donors. 

 

 



 
 

Structure, Governance and Management 

Governance 

Scot Aid is governed by a Board of Trustees, which oversees the strategic direction and ensures 

compliance with the charity’s objectives. The organisation operates as a Scottish Charitable 

Incorporated Organisation (SCIO), incorporated on 23 July 2020, and is governed by its 

constitution, which outlines its objectives and powers. 

Governing Document 

The charity’s governing document is its constitution, which sets out the legal framework, 

operational structure, and charitable purposes of the SCIO. 

Trustee Recruitment and Appointment 

Trustees of the SCIO also serve as its members. Nominations to the Board are considered and 

approved during board meetings. New trustees are invited to attend an introductory meeting to 

familiarise themselves with the organisation and its operating context. This meeting covers: 

• The legal and ethical obligations of trustees, 

• Key governance documents, including the constitution and its objectives, 

• The charity’s current financial position, resourcing, and future plans. 

Risk Management 

The Board of Trustees has identified and assessed the major risks facing the organisation. 

Appropriate procedures and internal controls have been implemented to mitigate these risks and 

ensure the charity’s resilience and sustainability. 

Organisational Structure 

Scot Aid’s Board of Trustees meets quarterly and is responsible for setting strategic direction and 

policy. Board members bring a diverse range of professional expertise relevant to the charity’s 

mission and operations. 

 

 



Achievements and Performance 
During the reporting period, Scot Aid delivered a wide range of projects in Lebanon, Yemen, and 

Palestine. 

Food Security 
In 2024, Scot Aid strengthened its food security initiatives in regions experiencing extreme 

hardship. In Palestine, Yemen, and Lebanon, families were supported with food parcels, hot meals, 

and essential supplies to ensure consistent access to nutritious food. These interventions eased 

immediate hunger, promoted dignity, and reduced the stress associated with food insecurity for 

countless families. 

Water Relief 
Access to safe water remained a central part of Scot Aid’s work in 2024. In Gaza, the desalination 

project ensured that thousands of families had reliable access to clean drinking water, while in 

Lebanon, vulnerable refugee households benefited from improved storage and access systems. By 

delivering sustainable water solutions, Scot Aid helped reduce the prevalence of waterborne 

illnesses and improve the overall quality of life for the communities we serve. 



Sponsorship 
The Child Sponsorship Programme continued to provide life-changing support for orphans and 

children from vulnerable households. Regular assistance enabled children to access education, 

healthcare, safe housing, and basic necessities. Beyond material support, the programme offered 

stability and hope, fostering resilience and improving the emotional and social well-being of 

children living under challenging circumstances. 

Student Support 

Scot Aid maintained its commitment to education by supporting students and graduates who 

faced financial barriers. Tuition support enabled students to continue their studies, while short-

term employment opportunities offered graduates practical experience and income to support 

themselves and their families. This work contributed to building a generation of skilled and 

motivated young people who are better equipped to lead positive change within their 

communities. 

Emergency Humanitarian Aid 
Scot Aid remained at the forefront of emergency relief efforts in 2024, responding to crises in 

conflict and disaster-affected areas. Support included the provision of food, medical supplies, 

shelter, and other urgent assistance to displaced families. These interventions provided a lifeline 

during times of acute distress, demonstrating Scot Aid’s ongoing commitment to standing 

alongside vulnerable populations in their most critical moments of need. 



 
 

Financial Review 

Statement of Financial Activities & Income and Expenditure Account 
For the year 1 January 2024 to 31 December 2024 
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£ £ £ £ £

Incoming resources F01 F02 F03 F04 F05

Income and endowments from:

Donations and legacies 3 268,590    215,134    -          483,724    491,414    

Charitable activities -          -          -          -          -          

Other trading activities -          -          -          -          -          

Investments -          -          -          -          

Separate material item of income -          -          -          -          -          

Other -          -          -          -          -          

Total 268,590  21 5,1 34  -        483,724  491 ,41 4  

Resources expended

Expenditure on:

Raising funds 4 20,377     -          -          20,377     26,200     

Charitable activities 4 98,236     215,134    -          313,370    271,141    

Separate material item of expense: -          -          -          -          -          

Salaries and wages 5 30,514     30,514     4,125       

Other expenses - see note 4 30,986     -          -          30,986     14,028     

Total 1 80,1 1 3  21 5,1 34  -        395,247  31 5,494  

Net income/(expenditure) before 88,477     -          -          88,477     175,920    

Net gains/(losses) on investments -          -          -          -          -          

Net income/(expenditure) 88,477     -          -          88,477     175,920    

Extraordinary items -          -          -          -          -          

Transfers between funds -          -          -          -          -          

Other recognised gains/(losses):

Gains and losses on revaluation of fixed -          -          -          -          -          

Other gains/(losses) -          -          -          -          -          

Net movement in funds 88,477   -        -        88,477   1 75,920  

Reconciliation of funds:

Total funds brought forward 366,360    -          -          366,360    190,440    

Total funds carried forward 454,837  -        -        454,837  366,360  



 
 

Balance sheet 
For the year 1 January 2024 to 31 December 2024 
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Fixed assets F01 F02 F03 F04 F05

Intangible assets -          -          -          -          -          

Tangible assets 6 1,599       -          -          1,599       634          

Heritage assets -          -          -          -          -          

Investments -          -          -          -          -          

Total fixed assets        1,599             -               -          1,599 634          

Current assets

Stocks -          -          -          -          -          

Debtors -          -          -          -          -          

Investments -          -          -          -          -          

Cash at bank and in hand 7 674,629    -          -          674,629    391,479    

Total current assets     674,629             -               -       674,629 391,479    

Creditors: amounts falling due 

within one year 8 229,125    122,438    -          351,563    25,753     

Net current assets/(liabilities)     445,504 -   122,438             -       323,066 365,726    

Total assets less current liabilities     447,103 -   122,438          -       324,665 366,360    

Creditors: amounts falling due

after one year -          -          -          -          -          

Provisions for liabilities 8             -               -               -               -   -          

Total net assets or liabilities     447,103 -   122,438             -       324,665 366,360    

Funds of the Charity

Endowment funds -          -          -          

Restricted income funds -          -          -          

Unrestricted funds     454,837             -               -       454,837 366,360    

Revaluation reserve             -   

Total funds     454,837             -               -       454,837 366,360    



 
 

Statement of the charity’s policy on reserves 

The organisation aims to maintain sufficient reserves to fund projects that 

can prevent and/or relieve poverty.  

Details of any deficit 

There was no deficit in any of Scot Aid’s funds during this period.  

Donated facilities and services  

No facilities or services were donated to Scot Aid during this period. 

 

Future plans 

Looking ahead, Scot Aid will continue to strengthen and expand its 

humanitarian programmes. Planned priorities for 2025 include: 

 

• Expanding food security projects in Yemen to reach more 

families at risk of famine. 

• Strengthening education and sponsorship programmes in 

Lebanon to support vulnerable children and students. 

• Continuing to provide emergency relief in Palestine, with a 

focus on medical support, shelter, and water access. 

• Increasing community engagement and awareness in 

Scotland through events and campaigns. 

• Further upgrading digital platforms to support fundraising, 

transparency, and donor engagement. 
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