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	Trustees’ Annual Report for the period

	
	
	Period start date
	
	Period end date

	
	
	Day
	Month
	Year
	
	Day
	Month
	Year

	
	From
	01
	07
	2025
	To
	30
	06
	26

	Office of the Scottish Charity Regulator
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	


	Reference and administration details


	Charity name
	
	Scottish Chamber Choir SCIO

	Other names charity is known by
	
	

	Registered charity number
	
	SC013058

	Charity’s principal address
	
	54 Gordon Road

	
	
	Edinburgh

	
	
	

	
	
	
	Postcode EH12 6LU


Names of the charity trustees on date of approval of Trustees’ Annual Report

	
	Trustee name
	Office (if any)
	Dates acted if 
not for whole year
	Name of person 
(or body) entitled to 
appoint trustee (if any)

	1
	Ailbhe Rees
	Publicity
	1/10/25 - now
	

	2
	Alan Miller
	Chairman
	1/10/25 – 19/2/26
	

	3
	Alastair Wilson
	Secretay
	
	

	4
	Alison Campbell
	Membership secretary
	
	

	5
	Catherine Hadshar
	Rehearsal secretary
	
	

	6
	Graham Drew
	Treasurer
	
	

	7
	Milda Zinkus
	Chair pro tem
	19/2/26 - now
	

	8
	Roy Ledsham
	Social Secretary
	1/10/25 - now
	

	9
	Stéphanie Robin
	Concert secretary
	
	

	10
	Susan Shoosmith
	Librarion
	1/10/25 - now
	

	11
	
	
	
	

	12
	
	
	
	

	13
	
	
	
	

	14
	
	
	
	

	15
	
	
	
	

	16
	
	
	
	

	17
	
	
	
	

	18
	
	
	
	

	19
	
	
	
	

	20
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	Reference and administration details


Names of all other charity trustees during the period, if any, (for example, those who resigned part way through the financial period)

	Name
	Dates acted if not for whole year

	Marjory Lobban
	1/7/25 – 1/10/25

	Valerie Holehouse
	1/7/25 – 1/10/25

	
	


	Structure, governance and management


	Type of governing document
	The SCIO is governed by a constitution, and managed by a committee of trustees.

	Trustee recruitment and appointment
	The committee members (trustees) are appointed by the members of the SCIO at the annual AGM.


	Objectives and activities


	Charitable purposes
	The purposes of the Scottish Chamber Choir SCIO are to promote, improve, develop and maintain appreciation of, and education in the art of music in all its aspects by the promotion of and participation in public and private performances and training 



	Summary of the main activities 
in relation to these objects
	The Scottish Chamber Choir primarily exists to promote and share our passion for singing. We aim to achieve this by performing a wide range of music, specifically including under-represented composers, to a high standard in Edinburgh and across Scotland. Reviewing our 2025 – 26 season, we definitely achieved this through our programming and performances. We’ve received positive reviews and we’re growing audience numbers across each season – thus broadening the exposure of our listeners to a wide range of music, composers and musical genres. 

We performed four concerts this season. In November 2025, we performed a joint concert with Calton Consort and the Meadows Chamber Orchestra of Mozart’s Mass in C Minor in St Cuthbert’s Church, Edinburgh. A packed church not only enjoyed the Mass, but also pieces by Sibelius and Mozart performed by the orchestra. Doing joint performances enables us to sing larger scale works, along with orchestra while also making connections with other amateur music groups based in Edinburgh. 

We next performed a concert of ‘Christmas around the world’ in St John’s Church in Edinburgh. This concert involved Christmas music which, although familiar in their own countries, was very much less familiar to us. The choir were called upon to sing in Korean, Spanish, Icelandic – among many other languages. The audience were invited to join in with familiar carols and everyone left the church fully in the Christmas spirit! 

We took our audience to South America in March with a concert ranging from Renaissance polyphony to contemporary works by South American composers. We performed in a new venue for us – Christ Church in Morningside. While pieces by Victoria and Padilla were more familiar to us and the audience, the hypnotic Quechua polyphony of Hanacpachap Cussicuinin and the fierce, driving power of Ginastera’s Lamentations were a voyage into less well-known music. 

Our final concerts of the year, in Edinburgh and Linlithgow, were performances of Rachmaninov’s ‘All Night Vigil’ (Vespers) We recruited some additional low basses for this project and performed in another new Edinburgh venue for us - Sacred Heart Church. This concert was a true highlight for this season and the review we received from the Edinburgh Music Review gave all choir members a real sense of pride.

 ‘This was the second performance of Rachmaninov’s masterpiece, All-Night Vigil, that I have heard this season, and was possibly the best I have ever heard.’ 

‘From the very beginning, it was clear that the choir was brilliantly trained, and it produced a fabulously thrilling sound which at times threatened to blow the roof off the ornate church where we were sitting.’

Our plans for next season involve four concerts: November will include music by Scottish composers from across the ages; We will be repeating a Christmas concert in St Johns church in December; our March concert centres around Britten’s ‘Rejoice in the Lamb’ and in June we will be performing in Edinburgh and Fife with music including Martin’s Mass for double choir. 
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	Achievements and performance 


	Summary of the main achievements of the charity during the financial period
	In addition to our successful concerts as described above, we have built our financial reserves across the season which will support our plans to perform Bach’s Christmas Oratorio in December 2027 and our subsequent 60th anniversary season in 2028 – 29. 

Our AGM in October 2025 appointed our current committee (although due to ill health our Chair stepped down and an interim chair was appointed in February 2026) Thanks are due to all our committee members and other volunteers and above all to our Music Director, Iain McLarty, for all the time, effort and energy they provide to ensure the choir continues to perform amazing music, fulfil our charitable purpose and enable our singers to make music to the highest possible standards.


	Financial review


	Brief statement of the charity’s policy on reserves
	The SCIO’s retention policy is not to budget any event where an expected loss would reduce the choir’s cash position to less than 2 years’ potential losses, and to set the membership dues at the AGM such that they are expected to cover the anticipated administration costs of the SCIO over the following year.

	Details of any deficit
	No deficit has been incurred in this financial year.

	Donated facilities and services (if any)
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	Other optional information


	


	Declaration


The trustees declare that they have approved the trustees’ report above. 

Signed on behalf of the charity’s trustees

	Signature(s)

OSCR will accept

digital or typed

signatures
	Milda Zinkus
	Graham Drew

	Full name(s)
	Milda Zinkus
	Graham Drew

	Position (e.g. Chair)
	Chair pro tem
	Treasurer

	Date
	5/8/26
	5/8/26
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