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RSCDS Aberdeen Branch AGM - Secretary’s Report : April 2024 – March 2025 
 
Overview 
This report considers the activities of the Branch for the year April 2024 to March 2025.   
 

Children’s News 
 has worked hard with her small group at the new venue at Ruthrieston Community Centre.  The 

class is mainly children new to dancing with a regular attendance of 8.  The class took Medal Tests with huge 
success.   We would like to thank both  for her dedication and commitment to ensure that the children 
have goals as well as fun.  Thanks also to the helpers for the class, without whom, the class would not be able 
to run. 
 

The class at Robert Gordon’s sadly stopped in the Spring Term of 2024 with lack of interest from pupils at the 

school.  The class numbers had been falling in the previous 2 terms so it was decided not to continue the class.  
We also lost the teacher for the class as  moved away from Aberdeen.  A huge thanks to 

 for her support.  
  
Adult News 

Adult classes commenced in September with five classes running from September to March.  The committee 
was pleased once again to have a musician for all our adult classes.  Both terms were 12 weeks. 
 

The Monday General Class with Technique moved to Fountainhall at the Stocket church (Midstocket church) 
with  as the musician and  as the teachers.  This was a new hall to 
us and has proved very successful and with an increasing number of attendees. 
 

The Very Advanced, open to everyone, was moved to Kincorth Community Centre as the South St Nicholas 
church closed.    was the musician and  (first term) and  were the 
teachers.  
 

The Introductory/Improvers class continued at Ruthrieston Community Centre on a Wednesday evening.   
 was the teacher with  as the musician.  As in recent years, there has been a small 

but enthusiastic number attending the class with a number of new attendees during both the winter and spring 
terms and helpers from within the Branch.  These helpers are thanked for their continued support which is 
invaluable for the class.  
 

The Wednesday General class continued in the SWI Hall in Cults with  as the musician and 
 as the teacher.  Numbers are not huge but the class enjoys their teaching with a formation as 

a theme most weeks. 
 

The Thursday afternoon class continued at Holburn West Church (Great Western Community).   
was the musician with  and  sharing the teaching over the two terms.  
 

The ceilidh class with  also moved to Kincorth Community Centre in the summer with the closure of 
South St Nicholas church and ran on the first and third week of the month all through the year.  This continues 
to be a very popular class with many keen dancers.   was the musician often with his friend  

   
 
We introduced a new class with support from HQ – we called it “Have A Go”.  Along with some other selected 
Branches, we used a Social Media marketing agency to promote new dance classes.  This was co-ordinated by 
HQ but delivered by the Branch.   was the teacher with  as the musician.  We had 
over 40 people at the free taster week, but sadly the numbers depleted to only 5 over the following 3 weeks.  We 
then made the decision to stop the class.   However, 3 of those are now regular members at either the 
Beginner’s/Improver’s Class or the Monday class, and 2 others regularly attend the ceilidh class.  Feedback to 
HQ was given.  
  
Thanks to all class secretaries for their support and I should like to also thank all teachers and musicians for 
their dedication and preparation for their classes.  This applies to both regulars, and those who fill in at short 
notice which is always greatly appreciated. 
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Branch Awards 

We were delighted to award 2 Branch Awards this year to our musicians of over 50 years between them.  
 were given their awards at the final Summer Social.  Congratulations 

to them both. 
 
Scroll of Honour 
The committee were delighted to nominate  for a Scroll of Honour which was approved by HQ 
and presented at the Autumn Gathering/AGM in November.   
 
Events during the year 
 

Day School 
After many years, we held a Day of Dance in April 2024.  This was really well attended with 2 classes (General 
and Advanced) taught by  and .  The musicians were  
(with ).  Over 70 people attended the 2 classes and 79 attended the dance in the evening (with  

 and his band).  The venue was Craigiebuckler but we perhaps should have restricted numbers for the 
evening dance as it was a little cramped.  A supper of Stovies or Macaroni Cheese was organised for those who 
wished between the classes and dance and tea and coffee and a fine piece was enjoyed between the classes 
and at the interval of the dance.  It was a very successful event and all committee supported the event and used 
their initiative when appropriate!   A special thanks to  and her team for the catering.  
  
Summer Socials 
These took place every Wednesday from the beginning of May to the end of August with most teachers taking 
a turn at being MC and with a variety of musicians from our own class musicians:  

 with a visiting musician  in the mix.  During the season we 
had two Ceilidh evenings and finished with a medley of MCs.  Attendance picked up during the season which 
was good to see.  We are still not back to pre-covid attendance levels but there is plenty of room at Curl Aberdeen 
when numbers improve. 
 

Branch AGM 

The AGM was held in June at Girl Guide HQ and all members were invited to attend.  35 members took part and 
constitution changes were passed.   handed over our new Chain of Office to . 
 

Away Weekend  

This was held as usual in September with over 60 people attending and staying at the Salutation Hotel in Perth.  
 from Netherly was the musician for the classes and was joined by 3 members of his band for the 

Saturday evening dance.   from Perthshire was the teacher.  Everyone thoroughly enjoyed themselves 
and it was a very convivial and fun weekend. 
 
Christmas Dance  
This took place on December 13th at the Ashdale Hall, Westhill where 105 dancers enjoyed the excellent music 
from  and his band.  We commenced with a wine reception and provided tea and coffee and light 
refreshments in the interval.  Thanks were given to  and her team for organising the wine and 
refreshments (including Christmas Cake). The Raffle this year raised £400 for Hearing Dogs for the Deaf and 
we had 44 Raffle prizes donated by attendees with grateful thanks as always.  The committee worked hard to 
ensure that the event ran smoothly.  Thanks also to our 4 MCs during the evening;  

. 
 
Beginner’s Christmas Dance 

, the teacher of the Beginner’s/Improver’s class suggested a dance for her class.  This was agreed 
and arranged at Craigiebuckler and 50 people attended a very successful evening (the week following the end 
of classes).   accompanied the dancing which was a new experience (accordion) for the class 
members.  A further raffle was held for Hearing Dogs for the Deaf with a further £200 being raised.  Members of 
the class brought something to eat and was thanked for providing tea/coffee and another fine piece. 
 

Winter Social 

The committee was delighted to bring back a Winter Social in January with  
calling an interesting programme and Frank Thomson accompanying our teachers and over 40 attended and 
enjoyed the dancing at Craigiebuckler.  Thanks to  and her team for the welcome tea and cakes afterwards.  
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Nice and Easy Dance 
We were pleased to run this dance at the beginning of March which was supported by members of the Branch 
with 50 attending including some members of the University class.   made an interesting programme 
and  accompanied with easy to dance to music.  We finished with a cup of tea and a fine 
piece with thanks again to and her team. 
 

Spring Dance  

This was held on Friday March 14th and we had over 90 dancers attending and enjoying the music of  
and his band.  Thanks go to  for 
their MC duties.  Thanks also go to all the committee for their support and  who arranged the catering.  
 

Archiving 
The small group has continued to meet regularly to sort and document some of our photos, newsletters, 
programmes, minutes etc.   leads the group and  has set up a computerised archive 
system.  They are still looking for your memorabilia that would contribute to the archive and any item would be 
gratefully received.  Please look in your cupboards and pass to the secretary, . 
 
Website 

A new website was being worked on and should be available from April 2025. 
 

Newsletter/Publicity 
Two Newsletters were produced during the year.  The Branch website was maintained and updated. The NE 
Events page lists all dances in the area with programmes and crib sheets where available – the committee would 
like to thank  for maintaining this section.  The Branch Facebook page continues to have a regular 
following and continues to be of interest to many of our members and those from outside the branch.  Thanks 
to  who tirelessly works on this, keeping it vibrant and to  for his additions.     
 
Membership 

We have had 17 new members joining us and 9 have chosen not to rejoin this year (3 have moved from the 
area).  We are delighted to report that we now only have 9 members who are not on email.  Very sadly 4 of our 
members have passed away this year – 3 were Life Members. 
 

Membership Figures  2024-2025   2023-2024    2024-2025       2023-2024 
Life Members 10 13 Branch Only Members 17 12 
Total Annual Members 145 137 (Main Branch elsewhere)  
Young Adults (under 25) 1 2 New Full Members 17 17  
 
Total 156 152 

 
Hon. Secretary RSCDS Aberdeen Branch  - April 2025 




