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    Names of all other charity trustees during the period, if any.  
    (For example, those who resigned part  way through the financial period): 

NAME  DATES ACTED IF NOT FOR WHOLE YEAR 

 

STRUCTURE, GOVERNANCE AND MANAGEMENT  

Type of governing document: Constitution  

Membership shall be open to all those involved in the applied arts whether that be through making, 
supporting, or studying in the field. An employee of the association shall not be eligible for 
membership; a person who becomes an employee of the association after admission to membership 
shall automatically cease to be a member. Any person who wishes to become a member must sign, 
and lodge with the association, a written application for membership. The management committee 
may, at its discretion, refuse to admit any person to membership. The management committee shall 
consider each application for membership at the first management committee meeting which is held  
after receipt of application.  

Trustee Recruitment  

Trustees are recruited through open advertisement and voted for by members, as per the AAS 
constitution.  

Charitable Purposes  

The objects of Applied Arts Scotland are to promote and support the Applied Arts in particular to 
support professional crafts people, designer makers and applied artists in Scotland.  

Summary of the main activities in relation to these objectives:  

• Enable makers to develop their professional practices.  

• Coordinate and collaborate with a range of support organisations and statutory bodies who have a 

responsibility for the applied arts sector.  

• Create regular networking opportunities and conferences.  

• Support ongoing professional development in the sector by means of training, mentoring, 

apprenticeships and other activities..  

• Collect and disseminate information in order to generate a bank of specific data for use in 
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support of the sector.  

ACHIEVEMENTS AND PERFORMANCE: Please see Projects below.  

PROJECTS  

DIGITAL TOOL KIT: This is being used as part of a British Council India training programme. This is an 
on-going project and a more indepth roll out, designed to support makers based in Scotland 
commences in January 2025.  

CONNECTING MAKERS: These monthly online meetings ran until the end of 2022 and were stopped 
due to dwindling attendance, as everyone returned to their non-digital lives post-lockdown and focused 
on navigating the new normal. However, results from the member survey in 2023 means that AAS 
decided to re-start these online activities with specific themes. Following confirmation from Creative 
Scotland MYF these sessions have now re-launched. More information can be found here:  
https://www.appliedartsscotland.org.uk/connecting-makers/ 

THE COMMONING CRAFT FUND 25/26: This avenue of funding, supported through the Creative 
Scotland Multi-Year Funding (MYF) enables AAS Members to take the lead and explore what ideas of 
mutual and reciprocal benefit and shared responsibility mean. In November 2025 two projects were 
funded through this project. https://www.appliedartsscotland.org.uk/commoning-craft/ 

CLOSING THE LOOP: ‘Closing the Loop' Sustainability Research Group continues to meet on a regular 
basis. This is a live project but does not have a project budget.   

CULTURALITY: This project commenced in April 2024. This is a four-year, European research project 
run in partnership with thirteen institutions, arts organisations and museums across Europe. 
Although this is an EU Funded project, AAS makes financial claims from UKRI. More details on the 
project can be located here: https://culturalityproject.eu/  

More information on all of these projects can be located here:   

https://www.appliedartsscotland.org.uk/projects/  

FINANCIAL REVIEW 24/25 

Brief Statement of the charity's policy on reserves:  

At the 31st of March 2025, Applied Arts Scotland SCIO had unrestricted funds of £293 and 
restricted funds of £16,371. The charity's policy on un-restricted reserves is to apply them in 
pursuance of the charity's aims and objectives.  

Donated facilities and services (if any):  The charity uses donated office facilities provided by its 
officials, who also give their time for no charge.  
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OTHER OPTIONAL INFORMATION  

AAS finances fluctuate based on the external projects that we successfully secure funding for. 

This financial year AAS were successful in securing Multi - Year Funding from Creative Scotland.  This 
has enabled us to roll out a number of projects (as identified above) and invest administrative support 
for the organisation.  

Project specific, additional funding applications that have been submitted, with decisions pending in 
2025, are:   

● EU HORIZONS Collaborative research project: HEART. Approx £200K for deliverables over a 
three-year period. Project Leads: University of Dundee and University of Staffordshire.  

● EU Horizons Collaborative research project THREADS. Approx £200K for deliverables over a 
three-year period. This is a two-stage application. Stage one has been submitted and details of 
the selection to progress to stage 2 are announced in February. Project Lead: Brighton 
University.  

 

DECLARATION  

The trustees declare that they have approved the trustees' report above.  

Signed on behalf of the charity's trustees  

Signature  

Position: Treasurer (February 2024 to current day)  

Date: 17/12/25 













APPENDIX 2

AAS Payments & Receipts 24_25 Signed / Notes 5 December 2007










