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Williamwood Parish  
Church of Scotland 
 
Trustees' Annual Report 
for the year ended 31 December 2024 
Structure, Governance and Management 
 
Governing Document 
 
The Church is administered in accordance with the terms of the Unitary Constitution having 
changed from the model Deed of Constitution with effect from 14 November 2024. 
 
Recruitment and Appointment of Trustees 
 
Members of the Kirk Session are the charity trustees. The Kirk Session members are the elders of 
the Church and are chosen from those members of the Church who are considered to have the 
appropriate gifts and skills to pursue the spiritual affairs of the Congregation. The Minister, who 
was a member of the Kirk Session, was elected by the Congregation and inducted by Presbytery. 
The Congregational Board was appointed from within the Congregation and members of the 
Congregation were invited to nominate individuals who were believed to have the skills and 
commitment to contribute to the management affairs of the Church, to become members of the 
Board. Board Members were then appointed at the Stated Annual Meeting and serve for a period 
of three years after which they must seek re-election at the next Stated Annual Meeting. All 
Trustees are provided with details of their roles and responsibilities, on an annual basis, and 
provided with the opportunity to discuss any concerns. 
 
Organisational Structure 
 
The Congregational Board was chaired by the Minister and, in normal circumstances, meet three 
times in a year and was responsible for the temporal affairs of the Congregation. Certain 
responsibilities are delegated to the Finance Committee, the Property Committee and other sub-
committees as appropriate. The Kirk Session which, in normal circumstances, meets five times a 
year is responsible for spiritual (and temporal from 14 November 2024) affairs within the Church. 
 

Objectives 
 
The Church of Scotland is Trinitarian in doctrine, reformed in tradition and Presbyterian in polity. 
It exists to glorify God and to work for the advancement of Christ's Kingdom throughout the world. 
As a national Church, it acknowledges a distinctive call and duty to bring the ordinances of religion 
to the people in every parish of Scotland through a territorial ministry. It co-operates with other 
Churches in various ecumenical bodies in Scotland and beyond. 
 
Overview  

Williamwood is a residential parish, approximately five miles south of Glasgow in the East 
Renfrewshire Council area. The parish is a well-established residential area with approximately 1,200 
homes and an estimated population of 3,500. The Church building and halls lie in the heart of the 
district and provide a focal point for an active congregation and local community activities.  
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Williamwood Parish  
Church of Scotland 

We are an active outward looking Church and have a clear intention to build effective relationships 
with all age groups, sincere and supportive pastoral care and encouragement for young people coming 
through our Christian organisations leading to active Church membership. Church Services are held 
at 11.00am every Sunday. Communion services are held on the first Sundays on March, June, 
September and December at 11.00am. 

There is wheelchair ACCESS to the Church and the halls. The Church and the large hall 
also have facilities for the hard of hearing. 

 
Review of the year 2024 by  
 
We started 2024 wishing our church family A Happy New Year… This started another busy Year 
with Rouken Glen Tea Sett meeting at Rouken Glen and our Goalies meeting at Williamwood Golf 
Club kicking the New Year off to a good start. 
 
History of Williamwood…… 
A brick was laid in 1936 funds secured and Williamwood Church was founded in 1937. Situated in 
the middle of the local community surrounded by semi-detached houses and bungalows favoured by 
the young people of Clarkston and within the catchment area of Carolside Primary and 
Williamwood High School. This reflects the number of 500 children who attend our Church. We are 
fortunate with the architectural design of our Sanctuary/Halls, that we are housed in one building. The 
Schools’ Chaplaincy undertaken by the Minister and supported by the congregation of both the 
primary and secondary schools continue. We also have increased our parish with a 60 bedded Care 
Home and in addition with private and rental homes at Drumby Cres. 
 
The Church Hall usage is up and running, with Sunday School, Anchor Boys, Junior Section, Boys’ 
Brigade, Scouts and Brownies and the children who attend our Church through use of hall 
agreements consisting of Toddlers, Nursery, the Dance Group, Williamwood Pipe Band, Music 
lessons, Baby Class and Karate. The local Resident Group also use the Session House monthly with 
the local Christian Aid Group meeting in our Halls. We also have Birthday Parties on Sunday 
afternoons. 
 
GOALIES (Guys Only at Lunch in Eastwood) meet monthly at Williamwood Golf Club. 
 
Tea Sett also meet monthly in Rouken Glen at 10.30am on the first Tuesday of the month. 
Guild meets fortnightly in the Session House on a Monday afternoon at 2pm. They have excellent 
speakers, so please come along. 
Doors Open, Thursday in the church vestibule. From 10am to 11.45am.  Pop in for a coffee and a 
chat. All are welcome 
Book exchange Library now in Vardar Corridor. A book for all… 
Our Monthly Newsletter is emailed to our membership and others, full of information on Events, 
Births, Birthdays, Weddings and other church family news, this has proved to be a very successful 
way of communicating with our membership and an important tool for church fellowship. 
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Williamwood Parish  
Church of Scotland   
 
Financial Review  
 
The total income for the year ended 31 December 2024 was £117,028 in comparison with income of 
£117,218 received in 2023, a reduction of £190.  
 
Offerings continued as our main source of income most of which is Gift Aided.  In 2024 Offerings, 
were £62,359 a decrease of £2,597 on the offerings of £64,956 received in 2023.  Gift Aid of £12,481 
was obtained during the year. Members are again thanked for their continued support through these 
difficult and challenging times. 
 
Our Events Team arranged several Fellowship/Fundraising activities during the year. A Quiz Night 
in addition to Summer Concerts and our Christmas Fayre raising £3,066. Our hall lets income 
remained strong with £30,691 received from this source. The increase in interest rates gave rise to a 
significant increase in our savings return with £2,541 received from this source. 
 
During 2024 our total expenditure was £107,880 compared with the £136,659 spent in 2023 a 
reduction of £28,779. Our most significant cost is the new Giving to Grow payment to the national 
Church. Our assessed contribution under this new process after a Vacancy Allowance was £49,655.  
 
Elsewhere our expenditure was for the most part controlled within or around budget expectations. 
 
There was a surplus for the year of £9,148 with the Congregational Fund standing at £18,290. In 
addition, in unrestricted funds there is a Legacy Fund of £37,749 The Church has ring fenced funds 
of £2,653 in an Access Fund as well as small amount in an Organ Fund of £854. We propose to 
continue to have a strong control on spending to ensure that we endeavour to maintain our reserves 
at meaningful levels as outlined in the Reserves Policy detailed below. In this regard our cash 
position is strong with £51,183 held with Church of Scotland Investors Trust. There was no 
requirement during the year to draw on these funds. 
 
The Church Manse which is accounted for within the Manse Property Fund has an estimated market 
value of £275,000. Other Funds are held for the Kirk Session, The Guild, The Flower Committee 
and the Sunday School. 
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Williamwood Parish  
Church of Scotland 
 
 
Principal funding sources 
 
As detailed in the Financial Review the principal funding for Williamwood Parish Church was from 
the members of the congregation by way of offerings, along with the tax refund from Gift Aid on 
these offerings.  Other funding sources are detailed in the Financial Review.   
 
Risk Management 

 
The Congregational Board met formally at least three times a year and receiving reports from the 
conveners of the various sub-committees on a full range of relevant matters, including finance, 
property and insurance. In undertaking their review of the activities of Williamwood Parish Church 
the Congregational Board covered the key operational, compliance and financial risks facing the 
organisation.   
 
Financial Risk is monitored through management accounts, with commentary to identify variances 
to budget or issues causing concern, being issued to members of the Finance Committee. These 
management accounts were made available to the members of the Congregational Board for review 
and discussion at Congregational Board meetings. Annual financial statements are prepared by all 
Church organisations and these are reviewed by appropriately skilled members of the Kirk Session 
and reported upon to the Congregational Board. 
 
Covid Risk was monitored against guidance provided by the Church centrally. 
 
Designated Elders meet twice a year with the leaders of all the Church Organisations and all external 
parties utilising our halls. A generic risk reporting format is utilised to ensure a standard assessment 
and onward reporting of reviews undertaken to the Kirk Session. This also provides coverage to 
reputational and health and safety issues. 
 
Data Protection is given high priority through the appointment of a Data Protection Officer with 
office space users operating a clear desk policy and all information securely managed. The Kirk 
Session also receives reports at each of its  meetings every year on Safeguarding and changes to the 
Members’ Roll.  
 
Reserves Policy 
 
The Trustees believe that Williamwood Church funds are currently at a satisfactory level. It is their 
belief, as a minimum, that reserves should amount to the equivalent of six months’ expenditure. 
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Williamwood Parish
Church of Scotland

Receipts and Payments Account
for the year ended 31 December 2024

Note Unrestricted Restricted Total Total

Funds Funds Funds Funds

2024 2024 2024 2023

£ £ £ £

Receipts
Donations 1 80,570 0 80,570 78,193
Activities for generating funds 2 33,691 0 33,691 34,682
Bank and Deposit Income 3 2,541 0 2,541 2,213

116,802 0 116,802 115,088
Weddings/Funerals 4 410 0 410 130

Other incoming resources
Grant 0 0 0 2,000

Total Receipts 117,212 0 117,212 117,218

Payments

Costs of generating funds 190 0 190 184
Charitable activities 107,883 107,883 136,475
Governance costs 0 0 0 0

Total Payments 5 108,073 0 108,073 136,659

Excess of Receipts over Payments
for the year before Transfers 9,139 0 9,139 -19,441

Transfers between Funds 10 0 0 0 0

Excess of Receipts over Payments
for the year after Transfers 9,139 0 9,139 -19,441 
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Williamwood Parish 
Church of Scotland 
 
Accounting Policies 
 
The accounts for the year ended 31 December 2024 have been prepared on a receipts and 
payments basis as allowed for under charities regulation, for charities whose gross annual income 
is less than £250,000.  
 
The principal accounting policies which are material to the accounts are set out below.  

 
Basis of preparation 
 
These accounts have been prepared on the Receipts & Payments basis in accordance with the 
Charities and Trustee Investment (Scotland) Act 2005, The Charities Accounts (Scotland) 
Regulations 2006 (as amended) and the Regulations anent Congregational Finance approved by 
the General Assembly of the Church of Scotland in 2016. 
 
Funds 
 
Funds are classified as either restricted funds or unrestricted funds, defined as follows; 
 
Restricted funds are funds subject to specific requirements as to their use which may be declared 
by the donor or with their authority or created through legal processes, but still within the wider 
objects of the charity. 
  
Unrestricted funds are expendable at the discretion of the trustees in furtherance of the objects of 
the charity. If parts of the unrestricted funds are earmarked at the discretion of the trustees for a 
particular purpose, they are designated as a separate fund. This designation has an administrative 
purpose only and does not legally restrict the trustees’ discretion to apply the fund.  
 
Incoming Resources 
 
All donations and gifts are included within incoming resources either under unrestricted or 
restricted funds according to the terms under which the donation is made and when the amount 
has been received.  
 
Resources expended 
 
Expenditure is recognised as the liability is paid. 
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Williamwood Parish 
Church of Scotland 
 
Accounting Policies (continued) 
 
 
Tangible fixed assets 
 
The charity has the right to occupy and use for its charitable objects certain tangible fixed assets, 
including the Church and halls, vested in the Church of Scotland General Trustees. No 
consideration is payable for the use of these assets. Expenditure incurred on the repair and 
maintenance of the assets is charged as payments in the receipts and payments accounts in the 
period in which the liability is paid.  
 
The manse, is vested in local trustees who have resolved not to depreciate the manse property and 
which is included at the trustees estimated value. Fixtures, fittings, office equipment and normal 
fabric repairs are written off to expenditure in the year of acquisition. An assets register is 
maintained and attested by the Trustees and by the Presbytery of Glasgow on an annual basis. 
 
Investments 
 
Fixed assets investments are stated at market value at the balance sheet date. 
 
Taxation 
 
Williamwood Parish Church is recognised as a charity for the purposes of applicable taxation 
legislation and is therefore not subject to taxation on its charitable activities. The charity is not 
registered for Value Added Tax and resources expended therefore include irrecoverable input 
Value Added Tax. 
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Williamwood Parish
Church of Scotland

Notes forming part of the 
financial statements
for the year ended 31 December 2024

Unrestricted Restricted 

Funds Funds Total Total

2024 2024 2024 2023

£ £ £ £

1 Donations
Offerings 62,359 0 62,359 64,956
Tax recovered on Gift Aid 12,481 0 12,481 8,512
Contributions from 
Congregational Organisations 260 0 260 0
Kirk Session Fund 0 0 0 0
Flower Fund 1,870 0 1,870 1,970
Sunday School Fund 39 0 39 123
The Guild Fund 3,561 0 3,561 2,632

80,570 0 80,570 78,193

2 Activities for Generating Funds
Regular Fundraising Events 3,260 0 3,260 4,124
Use of Premises 30,431 0 30,431 30,558
Other 0 0 0 0

33,691 0 33,691 34,682

3 Bank and Deposit Income
Deposit interest 2,541 0 2,541 2,213

2,541 0 2,541 2,213

4 Incoming Resources from
Charitable Activities

Weddings/Baptisms/Funerals 410 0 410 130
410 0 410 130
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Williamwood Parish
Church of Scotland

Notes forming part of the 
financial statements (continued)
for the year ended 31 December 2024

Unrestricted Restricted Total 

Funds Funds Total All Funds

2024 2024 2024 2023

£ £ £ £

5 Payments
Giving to Grow 49,655 0 49,655 51,955
Presbytery Dues 5,811 0 5,811 2,615

55,466 0 55,466 54,570

Minister's Expenses (see note 7) 2,140 0 2,140 1,960
Pulpit & Organ Supply 3,776 0 3,776 1,165
Other Salary/Fee Costs 4,400 0 4,400 4,033
Fabric Repairs and Maintenance 8,514 0 8,514 44,470
Council Tax (see note 7) 2,205 0 2,205 2,691
Water Rates and Insurance 4,183 0 4,183 4,046
Cleaning 6,557 0 6,557 6,493
Heating and Lighting 11,984 0 11,984 9,333
Other Expenses 3,785 0 3,785 3,589
FWO Envelopes 190 0 190 184
Kirk Session Fund 0 0 0 0
Flower Fund 1,957 0 1,957 1,800
Sunday School 7 0 7 56
The Guild 2,909 0 2,909 2,268

108,073 0 108,073 136,659

Support costs have not been separately identified as the trustees consider there is only one
charitable activity. Therefore support costs relate wholly to that activity and have not been
separately identified.
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Williamwood Parish
Church of Scotland

Notes forming part of the 
financial statements (continued)
for the year ended 31 December 2024

6 Minister's Stipend

All Church of Scotland congregations contribute to the National Stipend Fund which
bears the costs of all ministers' stipends and employer's contributions for national  
insurance, pension and housing and loan fund. Ministers' stipends are paid in 
accordance with the national stipend scale which is related to years of service.
For the year under review the minimum stipend was £31,642 and the maximum 
stipend in the fifth and subsequent years was £38,884.

7 Trustees' Remuneration and Related Party Transactions

During the year the , a trustee, received reimbursement of expenses  
incurred totalling £1,850 and single resident Council Tax of £2,204.

8 Collections for Third Parties 2024 2023
£ £

Christian Aid 919 939
Church House 0 50
Erskine Hospital 108 118
Kwenderana Partnership 86 225
Farm Africa 322 310
Fairtrade and Traidcraft 150 100
Lodging House  Mission 304 154
Carnwadric Foodbank 925 219
RAF Benevolent Fund 113 80
Scottish Bible Society 135 151
Salvation Army 165 165
Gazza Appeal 155 0
Poppy Scotland 104 0
Prince & Princes of Wales Hospice 46 0

3,532 2,511

We are aware that many members have supported these organisations with payments made directly to
the Charity offices.
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Williamwood Parish
Church of Scotland

Notes forming part of the 
financial statements (continued)
for the year ended 31 December 2024

9 Tangible Fixed Assets

Office
Buildings Equipment Total

£ £ £
Valuation
At 1 January 2024 275,000 0 275,000
Additions 0 0 0
Disposals 0 0 0
At 31 December 2024 275,000 0 275,000

Accumulated Depreciation
At 1 January 2024 0 0 0
Charge for year 0 0 0
Eliminated on Disposals 0 0 0
At 31 December 2024 0 0 0

(See note re depreciation on Page 14)

Net Book Value of Tangible Fixed Assets
At 1 January 2024 275,000 0 275,000

At 31 December 2024 275,000 0 275,000
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