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Congregation Report year ending 3{d December 2024

1. Constitution and Principal Activities of the United Free Church of Scotland

The United Free Church of Scotland, with all the Churches of the Reformation, acknowledge as its
Supreme Standard, the Word of God contained in the Scriptures of the Old and New Testaments

The Church holds as its Subordinate Standard the Westminster Confession of Faith; by ils atory
Acts it recognises liberty of judgment on points of doctrine which do not enter into the substa of the
faith; and it claims the right as duty may require, to interpret, add to, modify, or change her su inate
standards, under the promised guidance of the Holy Spirit, and with a direct responsibility to her

Accordingly this Church accepts the obligation to witness to the truth of the Gospel and to seNe ntn
the name of Christ with regard alike to their spiritual and material welfare, both at home and ove

2. Responsibilities of the Congregation

The Church approves the emphasis of the Declaralory Acts on the love of God for all mankind,
offer of salvation to all, the obligation of the Universal Church to make known the Gospel throug
world, and the renunciation of coercion, persecution and intolerance in matters of religion.

As a Congregation of the United Free Church of Scotland this Congregation is under the jurisdiclii
oversight of the superior courts of the Denomination i.e. the Presbytery of the East (in whir
Congregalion resides) and the General Assembly of the United Free Church in all matters pertaii
its spiritual and temporal (including financial) affairs. lt seeks to exercise these obligations wil
fellowship and to the people in the community of which it is part.

3. Responsibilities and Appointment of Office Bearers

All matters affecting the spiritual well being and order of the Congregation is exercised by tl
Session of this Congregation. The Kirk Session consists of the Minister and ruling elders. All tel
affairs (including financial) of the Congregalion are administered by the Congregational Board
Congregation. The Property Trustees of the Congregation are the Ex Officio Oflice Bearers narl
page 2 of this Report.

The Minister of this Congregation is appointed by the Presbytery of the Easl. Elders, e
accordance wilh the Practice and Procedure of the United Free Church of Scotland, alo
members, elected by the Congregation at the Annual General Meeting or at a meeting
Congregation specifically called for that purpose, form the Congregational Board. Office
appointed by the Courts which they serve.

All offices of the Church are open to any member
to the Presbytery and to be Commissioners to
government of the Church by elders.

in full communion. Each Congregalion appoints elders
lhe General Assembly. Presbyterianism means the

free
ut the

on and
ch this
ning to
thin its

re Kirk
mporal
of this
ned on

ed in
with
the

rs are



4. Activities and Achievements

During the year, services of worship were held every Sunday at 11 am and 6:30 pm. The Sacra
the Lord's Supper was celebrated on the first Sundays of March, June, September and Decem
studies were held fortnightly on Wednesday afternoons, alternating with the fortnightly prayer
on Wednesday evenings. The Women's Association met fortnightly during the autumn,
Women's Christian Fellowship in the spring. Children's clubs ran throughout the school
Tuesday afternoons for younger children and Friday evenings for older ones. Men's brea
held occasionally on Saturday mornings throughout the year. Holy Week services were
Sauchie and Coalsnaughton Parish Church, as usual. Links with Craigbank and Deerpark
schools were strengthened during the year, with children from both schools participating
"Christmas Journey' and the "Easter Journey' held in the church, and also the Bible Alive prog
Craigbank school also held their end-of-term services in the church at Easter, summer and harv

5. Financial Statements and Funds

ln accordance with the Charities and Trustee investment (Scotland) Ac't 2005 ('lhe 2005 Acf')
Charities Accounts (Scotland) Regulations 2006 ('the Regulations') and being a charity with an
gross income less than t250,000, the Financial Statemenls of this Congregation sel out on
consisl of a Statement of Congregation Funds and movements thereon during the Year end
December 2024 and details of the Receipts and Payment, Surplus (Deficit), and Net M
Funds during the year with supplementary notes thereon where appropriate.

6. Accounting Policies

The main sources of income are the voluntary offerings, donations and other giving of
adherents, and related organisations, and interest or dividends on Congregation Funds.
The Receipts and Payments of Congregation Funds are recorded and reported on a cash
and cash paid (as invoices/accounts are received) basis respeciively. ln lhe event
commitment is made after the date of the Statement of Balances which will mate ally
amount of any Fund(s) this will be reported in the accompanying Notes to these Statements.
The Balances of Congregation Funds represents sums available for the ongoing work and
of the Congregation, stating whether each Fund is Unrestricted, Designated, Restri
Endowment and, where appropriate, for what purpose and how these Funds are held or in

7. Land and Property

Land and Property consist of Church, Church Hall together with fiftings and furnishings (in
communion, other ecclesiastical articles). Congregation owns a Manse. These are held as fu
property for the use of the Congregation in fulfilling its aims and mission and in which its acti
carried out and not for investmenl and/or resale. No market value is placed on these Assets.

8. lndependent Examiner

ln accordance with the terms of 'the 2005 Acl', Section 44 (1) (c), and as a Charity falli
regulation 9. of 'The Regulations', and not required to carry out an audit under paragraph
lndependent Examiner has been appointed in accordance with regulation 1 1 of 'The Regu

q

cany out a competent examination of the Report and Financial Statements of the Cong
lndependent Examiner's Report for the year to 31.r December 2024 is on page 6.
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9. Approval of Congregation Report and Financial Statements

The Congregation Report and Frnancial Statements were approved by the Congregational
their meeting on 12lh February 2025 and by the congregation at the Annual General Meeting
the 26th February 2025. The Office Bearers authorised to sign the Report and Finance
behalf of the Congregation are:-

Signed
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Sign

Sign

Daie 2b-2'247;
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lndependent Examinefs Report to the Trustees and Office Bearers
of Sauchie & Fishcross United Free Church of Scotland

I reporl on the Report and Financial Statements of the Congregation for the year ending 31d Decembr
2024 which are set on pages 3 to 5 and 7 to 9.

Respective Responsibilities of Office Bearers and Trustees and Examiner

The Congregation's Office Bearers and Trustees are responsible for the preparation of the Report and
Accounts in accordance with the terms of the Charities and Trustee lnvestment (Scotland) Act 20d5 ("lhe
2OO5 Act) and the Charities Accrunts (Scotlancl) Regulations 2006 (as amended) ('the 2006 regul{ions").
The Congregation's Office Bearers and Trustees consider that the requirements of Regulation 9 apply but
not those of paragraph 9(4) of the Accounts Regulations.
It is my responsibility to examine the Reporl and Finance Statements as required under section 44(1) (c) of
the 2005 Acl and to state whether parlicular matters have come lo my attention.

Basis of independent examiner's statement

My examinalion is carried oul in accordance with Regulation 11 of the 2006 Regulations. An exar{ination
includes a review of the accounting records kept by the Congregation and a comparison of the repbrt and
accounts presented with those recrrds. lt also includes consideralion of any unusual items or disclodures in
the report and accounls, and seeks explanations from the office bearers and trustees concernin! such
matters. The procedures undertaken do not provide all the evidence that would be required in an auCit, and
consequently I do not express an audit opinion on the view given by the repod and accounts.

I ndependent Examinets Statement

ln the course of my examination, no matter has come to my atlention

1. which gives me reasonable cause to believe that in any material respec{ the requirements:

. to keep accounting records in accordance with Section 44(1) (a) of the 2005 Act and Regulatibn 4 of
the 2006 Accounts Regulations and

. to prepare report and a@ounts which accord with the accounting records and comply with
Regulation 9 of the 2006 Accounts Regulations

have not been met, or

2. to which, in my opinion, attention should be drawn in order to enable a proper understandinq of the
Report and Financial Statements to be reached.

signe

Name:

Addres
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6

Date: 64 r€p,/? ulJ R/ /



Sauchio & Fishcross United Fr€o Church of Scotland

Statemsnt of Bel.nce3 and Movement on Congregation Funds for Year ending 31st Oec.mber 2024
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Notes to the Financial Statements for the Year ending 2024

Nrturs of Cor{rcgatir Fu.rd3:

General Unresticled Noto 1

F abric Unresbicted Note 2

Ordinary receipts and payments of the Coogregation. Otfice BeareG may 'designate'

uffeEbicied fund6 for geheral rcseryes or for specified pu.pose(s).

To .epairs to extemal 6nd intemal fabric and/or tumi6hings of Church. Hall o. MarBe

To benevolent purposes for missions and draritie8Spe.ial
Appeals

Property

Unrestricted Note 3

Childrens Unresbcted Note il Sunday sctrool and childrens clubs

Congregation proporty i6 held for tE rlse of the Congregation in fulfillirg iE aims and

mission to its members, adherents and the community it serves; not lor iovGtment
or regale. No market vakue b pl6ced on these properties.

Firancial Statement6 p.e6€rlt the recepts r€ceived snd paymenb made ddng the
year- ln the event there are any mate.ial oubtandings,c4nlingent li.bililies and /or
commitments the6e are notod belqrvi
There are no contingent liabililies.t th€ dale ofthb Report and this Financi8l Statemenl.

PatdrenE to Tru3tee3 Note 7 No paymentE have been been made to any Tnrstee for the perlormance ot tieir drlie8
as Tru6tee6 o, the Cong.ogalixl

Nole 5

Cor ingenl Li.biliti6 Note 6

ll,lnlster

Cte^ to Cot gtegrdoat 8oaftl

Troaturrr

Churctl

Manse. Hsll

Approval of Congregation Financial Statements for the Yaar onding 3lst Decembor 2024
as set out on Pagos 7,8,9. by Office BoareE authorised to sign.
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Sauchie & Fashcross UNITED FREE CHURCH OF SCOTLAND
SupplemGntary Sheel and Notes - Year ending 3lsl Decombor 2024

Nole Details ol Receipts

Page I
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