Report on WFWG achievements during the year 1st April 2025 to 31st March 2026.

We were saddened and shocked by the sudden death of Jim Dunsire who had been seen in good form just the day before. We also remember Robert Sinclair’s wife Diane who died suddenly and unexpectedly. Also, Donald Watson from the Shiresmill Therapy Riding Centre.

During 2025/2026 WFWG undertook more than 1956 hours of volunteer work. This was mainly undertaken on Forestry and Land Scotland (F&LS) Muirside, Valleyfield Woodland Park (VWP), the Fife Council Bing sites, a water meadow and on private land. It also undertook work to support local community councils by utilising the skills and expertise we possess.

Our volunteer work was usually undertaken on Monday mornings from 09:30 to 12:30. Additional work was undertaken when circumstances required. Some of the additional works have required the hire of machinery and its utilisation for a few days at a time. Well done to the team of volunteers, especially Ronnie and Chris who put in the extra hours. 

So, we are delighted that our “band” of volunteers keeps expanding. New blood reduces the age profile of the group and gives us additional experience, skills, and enthusiasm. On volunteer Mondays it is sometimes necessary to distribute volunteers to different locations to make best use of the “human resources” for the workload to be undertaken. At 11:00 we all get together for a coffee and social catch up. The group provides a social function as well as undertaking environmental work.

A change in treasurer took place during the year with Frank Waterworth being replaced by Ann Burt. A seamless transition.

WFWG has a highly active Facebook page where members of the group and local people record their wildlife sightings, and experiences in the West Fife area. The site has more than 13,500 Followers.

Regular activities and events:

· The annual Snowdrop Walks were not held this year as the numbers from the previous year had been disappointing. So, volunteer walks were not held. However, the trail was still maintained so self-guided walks can be undertaken. Many visitors do follow the trail independently using the leaflets available at the Shiresmill Therapy Riding Centre (STRC) car park. If a group wishes to be taken round the Snowdrop Walk Route arrangements can be made for a guide to accompany them. This year four groups took advantage of this option. After the Snowdrops die back the group relocate some of them to improve the display for the following years. 

· The West Fife Woodland Way (WFWW) continued to be used by both local and regional visitors to West Fife. The group is regularly maintaining the path surface and keeping vegetation under control. This year the foliage on the old drove road from Muirhead to Devilla was cut back on a regular basis and sections of the path near to the Walled Garden have been upgraded. Similarly work has been undertaken near the Plague Graves where an experimental “dead hedge” has been installed. There was also a new and interesting problem for the group to address. Beavers have made a home near to the WFWW and caused the route to be flooded. Additional drainage was created to re direct the Bluther Burn away from the path. Users of the WFWW always comment on how it is well maintained and waymarked.

· The community orchard in Valleyfield Woodland Park absorbs some of the group’s efforts cutting the grass, pruning the trees and occasionally replacing ones that have died. The surrounding hedge was thickened by the planting of whips. During the winter months the orchard trees were re labelled and each tree type given a different coloured tie.

· F&LS have given the group permission to resume work in Balgownie Woods with strict conditions attached.

· Valleyfield Woodland Park and in particular the area around the walled garden has been a focus with the installation of a table and benches as well as keeping the paths clear and foliage cut back. Material was delivered and laid on a particularly muddy section of pathway between Newmills and the STRC. This will be ongoing and challenging work. 

· During the spring, summer and autumn the vegetation and grass on the path network, plus the grass in the orchard grow continuously resulting in multiple visits to maintain control. All of this means that our machinery and tools require regular maintenance by some of our dedicated volunteers with the aptitude and enthusiasm to undertake this work. In addition, another shipping container was installed and a sit-on flail added to our collection of mechanised tools. Thanks to Alistair, John T and Chris, for their continuing maintenance to machines and trailers.

· We were once again able to hold a Christmas meal for the group’s volunteers. Thanks to Hilda Carmichael for organising this event at the Red Lion in Culross. There was general agreement that this was a good change of venue.


The woodland group undertook several other projects for local communities and community councils. They include –

· Following funding from Dunfermline Green Space and Paton’s of Dunfermline work was done on Wooers alley from the back of Tesco’s store to the Glen Burn this included grading of the path removing tree stumps and adding new steps. In addition, three benches were provided, an education area improved and interpretation panels installed along the Tower burn trail.
· The path from Bickramside to the White Gates pub in Comrie has been regularly maintained.
· NB the route from Bickramside to Muirside/Saline over F&LS property is still only partially complete. 
· More work was undertaken in Crossford namely bridge refurbishment and bench installation.
· The existing path between the entrance to Longannet Power Station and Kincardine bridge was unblocked and two sessions were spent unblocking the path and laying material. Benches were installed and the Scouts assisted with unblocking the path.
· In Kincardine the track from Osbourne Drive to Devilla Forest was cleared.
· Paths in and around Culross were kept open including the path known as Grassy Braes that connects Culross to High Valleyfield and the steep path to the Abbey known as Newgate.
· The gardener’s cottage adjacent to the community orchard was renovated by Fife Council and interpretation provided by Inner Forth Landscapes Futures. The group were involved in clearing the ground before and after the council did its work.
· The paths at Peppermill dam and Dunfermline were cut and cleared using the recently acquired sit-on flail.
· Access to Lochshaw moss was improved by clearing gorse bushes and improving the drainage by Brankston Grange and Skyfall.  A fence between Bathmuir and Lochshaw moss was installed.
· Clearance of blocked drains on the Cycle-path at Bogside and the removal of fallen trees was undertaken. (Usually by our Vice Chair Ronnie.) There were a lot of fallen trees this year.
· The new sit-on flail was given a good initial test clearing the core path that runs from Knockhouse Farm at Berrylaw to the cycle track at Milesmark to the West of Dunfermline. 
· In preparation for a visit by Princess Anne the war memorial in Dunfermline was power washed, and the memorial garden was cleaned up and vegetation cut back. 
· Benches, Bird boxes, Owl boxes, hedgehog boxes and squirrel boxes were installed. Again, this was undertaken by Ronnie in the main.
· Regular litter picks and clean-ups took place throughout the parts of West Fife where the group operates.
We are a group of 25 to 35 enthusiastic volunteers with a wide assortment of skills and expertise. We get very positive feedback from the local community and visitors from further afield. We hope to continue our works in years to come.
WFWG Trustees.
