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Our wee hall proved overtaken by circumstances, and for this year we have had to arrange our meetings in the Thornhill Church Hall.  Many thanks to Heather Millar for helping us to make ourselves comfortable there. 
Once again, a busy year!
A group of hardy souls marshalled at the Great Kindrochit Quadrathlon, and the Glencoe Marathon, both welcome fundraisers for us.  Thank you all. 
We had an exciting trip away……. three nights at the Kailzie Big Lodge near Peebles.  Lots of walks, visits …….and eating! 
9th September we began our monthly meetings with a most entertaining & eyebrow raising account from Ally Logan on his life as an Auctioneer.
14th October we spent a fun evening at our new venue in Thornhill playing games and having many laughs.  It was our 99th Birthday!
11th November brought Mary Inglis of the Briarlands Farm to share some of her baking skills.  We were rapt as we closely followed her methods.  She made four traybakes which we all sampled – delicious!  We also brought along our donations of food/gifts for Start Up Stirling; the donations would go to families in the area and would help them enjoy some Festive Cheer. 
9th December brought us together at the Lion and Unicorn in Thornhill to get us in the mood for the festive period while enjoying a tasty Christmas meal and a glass of fizz.  Lots of laughs again, and to add to the fun Santa called.  Such a shame our secretary, Liz never gets a chance to meet him!
13th January we welcomed in the New Year with a glass of No Secco – cheers!  We were then entertained by four marvellous musicians – Marsha, Iain, Calum and Paul.  A super evening. We enjoyed a supper of Haggis Neeps and Tatties and Liz Dykes famous onion sauce.  A super evening. 
10th February and we were brought down to earth as we heard about the work of Scotlands Charity Air Ambulance.  One service we hope never to need, but lives have been saved by their quick and skilled intervention. 
10th March and Tom Bowser told us about the inspiring work taking place at Argaty helping to make a difference for wildlife which is constantly under threat from human interventions like habitat loss and pollution.  ‘Rewilding’
14th April and longer days!  Dr Julie Harvey encouraged us to be less sedentary in a sit-down world.  Her expertise as a Physiotherapist and now her work with health boards makes her aware of population treads and disability. 
12th May AGM.  Mary Mitchell from Blairingone Rural gave a most informative talk on stained glass and had some fabulous pieces to show us and pass round.  The two tellers Irene and Valerie also came from Blairingone Rural.  A great night to finish off a very successful year at Ruskie. 

Other activities included our participation in the Federation Quiz, hosted by Kippen.  We didn’t win but didn’t disgrace ourselves, At Christmas we went to see Fintry Amateur Dramatic Society Panto (a highlight of the festive season for me at least). Another adventure for members and friends was when a March Cruise to the Keukenhof  Gardens was arranged – thank you Sharon!
The Stirling Clackmannan and West Perthshire Federation celebrated 100 years in June with a sail in glorious sunshine on Loch Lomond, followed by a meal….with cake…. in the Oak Tree Inn, Balmaha. Memorable. Later a formal meal was enjoyed at the Stirling Court Hotel at the University, with notable guests …more cake! 
Our hard-working committee makes sure all the jobs are done to make things happen.  Especially Liz Black, without whom chaos would reign.  Janice Oman has been a reliable vice-chair, and we will miss her at our meetings – hopefully she will visit us when in the area. Pamela Deans makes things happen smoothly, quietly facilitating!  Helen has kept the books, with no stress to anyone…….and I hope not to herself either!  Sharon McRobert and Seona Michael sell us raffle tickets every month, raising funds to pay the bills.  Heather Millar sorts out our competitions entries and has helped with our hall move, Linda Gibson makes sure we are all supplied with tea at our meetings. 
Ruskie is famous for its teas and I hope the caterers are proud of the amazing spread we enjoy at our meetings, it is much appreciated by everyone.  Stan enjoys all the edges and funny looking bits when Liz is baking.
Once again, thank you to all the members and our many friends who make this organisation work and for all your good nature and kindness.  2026 is our 100th birthday and we celebrate this momentous milestone from October onwards……and I’m sure we will have cake! 
