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Annual Report for 2025
Why was Charity set up: The Fund was set up in 1951 after WWII at the request of the International Federation of University Women in order to assist a refugee teacher who had come to Edinburgh. Before they could do so, government permission had to be given. However the members of the Association gave accommodation and help in finding employment and then raised funds to buy a house to give her a home and provide shelter for three students who helped the project by paying rent! 
Who does it Help: Eventually, when the lady died, the house was sold and the proceeds then used to give grants to graduate students who had unexpected financial  hardship - so that they could finish their course. It is still intended to be used for that purpose.
What was done: Students may be referred by the Hardship Department of their University and apply giving details of their circumstances and  submitting  two academic referees. These are important and give proof that the applications are genuine and that the students are likely to achieve their aim.
What was achieved: The applications are considered 3 or 4 times a year, and those deemed appropriate are given what is a relatively small sum to help during completion of the degree.
What difference did it make: We believe the fortunate students are helped in this way and, although we do not expect any repayment, it has happened at a later date that grants have been repaid with thanks when the students are settled into employment. The funds are invested with a stockbroker and only the interest is used to provide the small grants to about 20 women students in the year.  
[bookmark: _GoBack]When the fund was setup it was managed by a committee of Trustees from the Edinburgh Association of University Women, and that carried on until the early 21st century when the members of the Association started to dwindle and the field was expanded to enable Trustees from other Scottish Associations to be appointed. But it was agreed in 2002, by the Trustees who were, at that time, all members of the Association and as such also members of the British Federation of Women Graduates that, should the Edinburgh Association cease to exist, the Fund should be merged with the British Association’s Fund which has the same aims – to help Graduate Women who are having financial problems to complete their degree. EAUW ceased to exist in 2012-3 and their residual Association funds were combined with that of the charity.  However as the trustees at that time were still all members of a Scottish Association, the Trustees of the Fund carried on.  But as time went by appointing new Trustees, who met the required criteria as laid down by the governing documents, became more and more difficult.  Since the sudden death of the last Secretary in early 2023 all records of that and the previous Secretary were destroyed. No secretary has been appointed since, and in the circumstances it is important to have a Secretary to communicate with the Universities, if the Fund is to continue it’s  work. But that contact has been lost in the meantime. We now only have 3 Trustees left and only one who truly meets the conditions for appointment.  No grants have been given in the last 3+ years ,and so I believe that time has come for that merger as described above.

Janet M Warren( Trustee)
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