Peninsula Choir
Musical Director’s Report, August 2026

We have had another successful year with our 2 Christmas concerts at Cove and Rhu, our Spring Concert at Cove and our John Logie Baird Gala Concert in Helensburgh.
We missed Rhu in April but will do it in September instead.
Sadly Geilston got rained off but we are invited for next year.  Maybe renovations to the house will include a covered area where we can sing.
We supported the Prostate Cancer charity - by singing in the pub, as it turned out.  Rain once again playing a part.
The JLB concert raised just over £1000 which meant the tower clock in the Square got repaired.
We are definitely getting known for all the right reasons.

As a group we continue to develop and I have to commend the men this year for their progress, their confidence and singing without scores.  It is lovely to see and hear!   Also thank you to Donald for being brave enough to put himself out front.
  Ladies you of course are always wonderful – and Liz and Kristina.

Numbers have fluctuated with people moving house or changing jobs but we have managed to maintain a nucleus.
I am proud of the sound we make.  I think we are probably the only choir in Helensburgh who do beautiful quiet singing when required and who look up and smile.
It was a huge feather in your caps that we led the JLB concert with the Dorian Choir.  I still keep getting comments about how much the concert was enjoyed.
As a result of that Derek asked us specially to do a slot on the evening of Saturday 19th September.  We were the first choir he asked.
It was lovely to be singing with the orchestra again in Zadok the Priest.  They have asked us to join them again at Christmas.

We now have the benefit of belonging to OSCR thanks to all Liz’s hard work.
One of the conditions of that was encouraging young soloists and giving them a platform to develop and this we continue to do.

Another success I think are the sectional rehearsals which also turn into tea parties.  It is such a nice chance for me to get to work with a section at a time, but also for us all to get to know each other better and bond even more as a group.  Thank you to the people who have allowed us into their homes to rehearse.
We shall be doing more again this year.

As always I will be working on our excellence, our breathing and singing from memory and much more.  New and interesting pieces to come and some old favourites.

We all know how good singing in a choir is and what the magic does so I am asking you all to try and bring one new person with you next Thursday when we start again – or two or three!

It is now a scientific fact that singing is good for your health, with some GP prescribing it, so I leave you with these thoughts.

Make your heart sing – and join a choir.
Moving and Breathing in sync with each other contributes to happiness and well being.
Results are not dependent on expertise.  You don’t have to be brilliant – just be there.    -    But of course I know you are all brilliant anyway !
