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The past year has been one of no physical progress on the preservation of St Dionysius, the 

ruined formed parish church in Ayton.  

After discovering some unstable stonework, Scottish Borders Council was informed and the 

only solution undertaken by that body was to erect a temporary fence around the site to 

prevent public access. Needless to say, this has resulted in the re-growth of the vegetation 

and saplings which volunteers had previously removed. 

Despite attempts to engage with Scottish Borders Council and to find a collaborative way 

forward Ayton Heritage trustees have been unable to obtain any support from the council. 

Having obtained legal advice which suggests that Scottish Borders Council is the owner of 

the site, trustees are looking at taking the matter forward by other means. If the owner 

could be established it would give grant applications a greater chance of success. 






