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	Trustees’ Annual Report for the period

	
	
	Period start date
	
	Period end date

	
	
	Day
	Month
	Year
	
	Day
	Month
	Year

	
	From
	01
	10
	2024
	To
	30
	09
	2025

	Office of the Scottish Charity Regulator
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	


	Reference and administration details


	Charity name
	
	St Columba's Episcopal Church, Portree

	Other names charity is known by
	
	

	Registered charity number
	
	SC 020143

	Charity’s principal address
	
	Somerled Square, Portree, Isle of Skye

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	
	Postcode IV51 9EH


Names of the charity trustees on date of approval of Trustees’ Annual Report

	
	Trustee name
	Office (if any)
	Dates acted if 
not for whole year
	Name of person 
(or body) entitled to 
appoint trustee (if any)

	1
	Robert MacDonald
	Lay Representative
	
	

	2
	Elizabeth Edwards
	Secretary
	
	

	3
	Rt Rev’d David Railton
	Interim Rector
	
	

	4
	Gareth Williams
	Safeguarding Officer
	
	

	5
	Muriel Watson
	
	
	

	6
	Helen Danter
	Alternate Lay Rep
	
	

	7
	Judith Bell
	
	
	

	8
	
	
	
	

	9
	
	
	
	

	10
	
	
	
	

	11
	
	
	
	

	12
	
	
	
	

	13
	
	
	
	

	14
	
	
	
	

	15
	
	
	
	

	16
	
	
	
	

	17
	
	
	
	

	18
	
	
	
	

	19
	
	
	
	

	20
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	Reference and administration details


Names of all other charity trustees during the period, if any, (for example, those who resigned part way through the financial period)

	Name
	Dates acted if not for whole year

	
	

	
	

	
	


	Structure, governance and management


	Type of governing document
	In terms of the Charities and Trustee Investment (Scotland) Act 2005 and the Charities Accounts (Scotland) Regulations 2006, the Vestry reports to the congregation as follows:

St Columba’s Episcopal Church, Portree is a registered Scottish Charity (SC020146).

It is a member of the Diocese of Argyll and The Isles of the Scottish Episcopal Church and is in full communion with the Anglican Church.

The superior authority is the Bishop of Argyll and The Isles.

All of its affairs are governed by the Vestry.

It includes the congregations of St Mary’s, Sleat; and St Michael and All Angels, Raasay.

The current constitution was approved by an extraordinary general meeting on 4th February 2018.

	Trustee recruitment and appointment
	Vestry members are elected or appointed by Annual General Meeting established by constitution and under Canon Law of the Scottish Episcopal Church.  There is no formal induction programme, but ongoing guidance is given to ensure that Vestry members are familiar with the Church's values, aims and responsibilities as the designated trustees of a charity, and are required to attend Safeguarding training.

It is the duty of the Vestry to manage the temporal affairs of the congregation with responsibility to keep the fabric and property of the church and rectory in good working order and to look after the finances of the church.


	Objectives and activities


	Charitable purposes
	St Columba’s, Portree shares in the mission and objectives of the Scottish Episcopal Church, with activities which include public worship in sacrament and prayer; Christian education; charitable work and fundraising for local, national and international needs; and social meetings of various groups within the community.

	Summary of the main activities 
in relation to these objects
	St Columba's continues in the work and mission of the church through worship, teaching, fellowship, and outreach to the community. Many members of the church live out their faith by becoming actively involved in the community and local organisations, and this year the church as a whole has supported the work of charities including: the Skye Food Bank, the Bishop’s Lent Appeal, Crossroads Care and the Red Cross Disaster Appeal. Our Bread Basket community lunch has supported the local community through our regular lunches (weekly when possible), and has made donations to the Skye Foodbank.
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	Achievements and performance 


	Summary of the main achievements of the charity during the financial period
	Church Life:  The Vestry has committed to continue supporting Fairtrade products and initiatives.  The congregation continues in its role as an eco-congregation. Further actions to promote these excellent causes will be identified and carried out.

Worship: The Congregation in Portree has been mostly lay led with a visiting priest once a month, and the Bishop once a quarter. Revd Allison Fenton led the congregation through Holy Week and Easter. Each week services are held in St Columba's at 11am on a Sunday. Services on Raasay are led by a priest on a Sunday when the priest is available. Contemplative Prayer Meetings have been held monthly led by a congregation member.

The congregation has again held weekly Bread Basket Community Lunches in the Parish Room. 

Membership has remained reasonably constant this year. At the end of the year worshipping numbers have remained steady, with a regular Sunday congregation of up to 15 people at St Columba's, although some services have attracted 30 and Easter and Christmas services larger numbers. There are up to 6 at St Michael and All Angels other than for special events. 

Building works: General upkeep and maintenance has been completed by the Buildings Officer with help from Vestry members. The recommendations of the Quinquennial report from last year have continued to be addressed.

Towards the end on the year, the Vestry began working on a Profile as the decision was made by the Diocese to support the charge by appointing a full time Stipendiary Priest. The priest will be expected to live in the Rectory flat, so the lease on the flat was ended to allow for this to happen.


	Financial review


	Brief statement of the charity’s policy on reserves
	

	Details of any deficit
	

	Donated facilities and services (if any)
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	Other optional information


	Plans for the Future

In the coming year, we can look forward to the arrival of our new Priest in Charge, who we hope to welcome just after Easter.  The service provision will continue in it’s current format until then, with the Canon Missioner of the Diocese scheduled to take the Holy week and Easter services. 

Before the new priest’s arrival there will need to be some work on the Rectory flat, which will also work towards the Net Zero initiative too.


	Declaration


The trustees declare that they have approved the trustees’ report above. 

Signed on behalf of the charity’s trustees

	Signature(s)

OSCR will accept

digital or typed

signatures
	E Edwards
	D Railton

	Full name(s)
	Elizabeth Edwards
	David Railton

	Position (e.g. Chair)
	Secretary
	Interim Rector

	Date
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