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Trustees’ Annual Report

For the financial year 1 October 2024 to 30 September 2025

1. Reference and administration details

Charity name: Nature’s Rights

Scottish Charity Number: SC045540

Legal form: Scottish Charitable Incorporated Organisation (SCIO)
Principal address: 10 St Leonards Court, Forres, Moray, IV36 1GT
Website: www.natures-rights.org

Charity trustees during the

financial year and at the date Mumta Ito, Morena Rizzo and Massimiliano Montini.
of preparation of this report:

2. Structure, governance and management

' Nature’s Rights is a SCIO governed by its Constitution. The charity is independent and is neither
the parent of a subsidiary body nor a subsidiary of another body.

’ Trustees are recruited and appointed in accordance with Clauses 13 and 14 of the Constitution.
No external body has the right to appoint trustees. The board operated on a voluntary basis
during the year.

’ The charity had no paid staff during the period. Day-to-day activity was led principally by the founder
and trustees, supported by volunteers and specialist pro-bono contributors. This operating model
enabled the charity to continue complex legal and policy development despite very limited cash
income, but it also constrained the pace and breadth of activity.

3. Charitable purposes and beneficiaries

The charity exists to:

' Advance education in restorative, non-adversarial and ecological approaches to law.
' Advance environmental protection through education, campaigning and advice on Rights of Nature law.
' Support citizenship and community development through ecological governance and public participation.
’ Advance human rights, conflict resolution and reconciliation through innovative legal approaches.

The charity’s beneficiaries include the general public, lawyers, law students and legal professionals,
policymakers, civil-society organisations and communities seeking practical approaches to ecological

governance. The wider public benefit sought is a legal and governance system that better protects
the ecological conditions on which present and future generations depend.
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4. Activities during the year

' 4.1 Development of the UK Nature’s Rights Bill

The principal activity during 2024-25 was the continued development of the UK Nature’s Rights Bill. The Bill
is intended to translate the Integrated Rights Framework into a practical legal proposal. Work during the year
included legal research, drafting, revision, testing of the underlying structure, consideration of implementation
and enforcement questions, and preparation of materials capable of supporting parliamentary scrutiny and
public explanation.

This work built on the charity’s earlier research and development and focused on turning the conceptual
framework into a coherent legislative vehicle. Particular attention was given to explaining the relationship
between Nature, human wellbeing and economic activity in a relational and non-adversarial way, rather than
treating these as automatically competing interests.

’ 4.2 Parliamentary and stakeholder preparation

The charity maintained and developed relationships with parliamentary supporters and advisers, including
work connected with a proposed House of Lords route and the longer-term objective of building support
across political parties and the crossbenches. Nature’s Rights remained independent of any political party
and its advocacy was directed towards achieving its charitable purposes rather than supporting a party

or candidate.

The charity also engaged with legal, environmental and civil-society stakeholders to explain the proposed
framework, gather feedback, identify areas requiring clarification, and build the relationships needed for a
credible parliamentary and public-interest initiative.

’ 4.3 Education, communications and public understanding

Because the Bill and the IRF involve a novel legal proposition, a significant part of the work was educational.
The charity developed and refined explanatory material, digital content, briefings and website resources to
communicate why legal recognition of Nature and an integrated framework of rights and duties could
strengthen environmentall governance and support human wellbeing and durable prosperity.

Digital and communications expenditure during the year supported the website, online meetings, video
and content tools and other infrastructure needed to undertake this work with a geographically
dispersed volunteer network.

’ 4.4 Preparation for the House of Lords launch

During the latter part of the financial year, substantial organisational work was undertaken
to prepare a House of Lords launch event planned for October 2025, This included stakeholder
and speaker outreach, programme development, preparation of explanatory and briefing
materials, communications planning and event coordination.

The launch itself took place after 30 September 2025 and is therefore not reported as an ‘
achievement of this financial year. The preparatory work undertaken before the year end Rights

formed an important part of the transition from legal development to public and for Nature.
parliamentary engagement.
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5. Achievements, outcomes and impact

The central achievement of the year was progress in converting years of legal and conceptual
development into a more mature, parliamentary-ready Nature’s Rights Bill initiative. The charity
strengthened the legal proposition, maintained political pathways, developed stakeholder
understanding and put in place the practical foundations for a public parliamentary launch.

The immediate impact of pre-legislative work is necessarily different from that of a service-delivery
charity: the principal outcome is the creation of credible conditions for systemic legal change. By the
end of the period, the charity had materially advanced the readiness of the Bill and reduced barriers to
its next stage of political, public and civil-society engagement.

The trustees deliberately prioritised this work over expanding unrelated programmes. This concentration
of effort was considered the highest-leverage use of the charity’s limited resources during the year.

o . .
6. Financial review

—_—

The charity’s total receipts for the year were £131.18, comprising £101.58 in donations and £29.60
in bank interest. Total payments were £2,622.34, of which £1,868.06 related to project expenses,
£699.28 to IT and related operating charges, and £55.00 to bank charges. The resulting deficit for
the year was £2,491.16.

Reserves brought forward were £4,119.48 and closing unrestricted reserves at 30 September 2025
were £1,628.32. The charity held no restricted or designated funds during the year.

The deficit arose because the trustees continued to fund essential project development and digital

and operational infrastructure from existing unrestricted reserves while cash fundraising remained
minimal. This was a conscious use of reserves to maintain momentum on the Bill and associated
charitable work. The trustees recognise that this model is not sustainable at scale and are prioritising
fundraising and organisational capacity so that future activity is supported by an appropriate income base.

Financial summary 2024-25

@ Receipts @ Opening reserves £4,119.48
Donations £101.58
Total £131.1
Bank interest £29.60 gl focelity 3148
it Total payments £2,622.34
Chlgegiots EiStg Deficit for the year £2491.16
' Payments Closing reserves £1,628.32
Project expenses £1,868.06
IT and operating charges £699.28 Careful stewardship
Bank charges £55.00 today enables a

Total payments £2,622.34 stronger tomorrow.
—

7. Reserves policy

The trustees use unrestricted reserves as working capital to meet essential operating nghfs

costs and support project development. At the year end, unrestricted reserves were for Nature.

£1,628.32. No amount was designated for a specific purpose. A fhriving
Given the modest level of reserves, the trustees continue to monitor expenditure future for all.

carefully and seek additional unrestricted and project funding. The longer-term
objective is to establish a more resilient level of reserves once the charity has
secured a sustainable funding base and a clearer operating budget.
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8. Donated services and volunteer contribution

’ Nature’s Rights received substantial donated professional services and volunteer support during
the year, including legal research and drafting, strategic development, stakeholder engagement,
communications, event preparation and organisational administration. The founder, trustees,
volunteers and external supporters contributed these services without remuneration.

' The charity did not maintain contemporaneous time records sufficient to produce a reliable
monetary valuation of all donated services. The trustees therefore have not assigned a notional
financial value, but consider the contribution to have been substantial relative to the cash
expenditure recorded and essential to the delivery of the year’s work.

9. Trustee remuneration, expenses and related-party matters

’ No charity trustee received remuneration from the charity during the financial year. No trustee
expenses were reimbursed by the charity during the year. No material transactions with trustees
or connected persons were recorded in the accounts.

10. Post-year-end developments and future plans

’ Following the end of the reporting period, the House of Lords launch for the Nature’s Rights Bill took
place in October 2025. The Bill was subsequently introduced in the House of Lords. By the date of
preparation of this report it had progressed beyond introduction and Second Reading to the
Committee-stage process. These developments are not presented as achievements of the 2024-25
financial year; they demonstrate the subsequent progression of the preparatory work described in this
report.

’ The charity’s priorities are to build the organisational capacity required to support the Bill
professionally, deepen cross-party and civil-society engagement, improve public education and
communications around the Integrated Rights Framework, and secure sustainable funding for a small
core team. Wider UK, European and international opportunities will be pursued in a capacity-
disciplined way and only where they advance the charity’s purposes and can be properly resourced.

. Declaration and approval

’ The trustees declare that they have approved this Trustees’ Annual Report on behalf of Nature's Rights
and that it forms part of the statement of account for the financial year ended 30 September 2025.

Signed: _/l»\'\[ JZ/

Name: Mumta lto

Position: Trustee

Date of approval: ___10 Sept 2026
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FROM FRAMEWORK TO
PARLIAMENTARY-READY LEGISLATION

Nature’s Rights is a volunteer-led Scottish charity advancing education and systemic legal
and governance approaches that recognise Nature as foundational to human wellbeing

and lasting prosperity. During 2024-25, the charity deliberately concentrated its limited
resources on developing the UK Nature’s Rights Bill and building the legal, political, stakeholder
and communications foundations required for parliamentary introduction.

Our focus this year

Developed and iterated the UK Nature’s Rights Bill, translating the Integrated Rights Framework (IRF)
into a practical legislative proposal and refining the legal architecture in preparation for Parliament.

Worked with parliamentary champions and advisers to prepare a credible route to introduction
while maintaining a non-party-political, cross-party approach.

actors to test the proposition, build understanding and strengthen the Bill’s supporting case.

Developed explanatory, educational and digital materials to make the IRF and the proposed Bill
more accessible to non-specialist audiences.

Planned and organised the House of Lords launch scheduled for October 2025, including stakeholder
outreach, programme development, briefing materials and event coordination. The event itself fell
after the reporting period and is not counted as a 2024-25 achievement.

' Undertook stakeholder engagement with legal, environmental, civil-society and other interested

Strategic outcome

By 30 September 2025, Nature’s Rights had moved the Bill from an evolving legal proposal towards

a parliamentary-ready initiative, with the preparatory work, relationships and launch infrastructure in place
for the next phase. The year’s value lies primarily in this high-leverage pre-legislative work: converting
long-term research and framework development into a concrete route for legal and public-policy change.

Finance at a glance

Opening reserves £4,119.48
Total receipts £131.18
Total payments £2,622.34 Investing
Deficit for the year £2,491.16 today in a Right
Closing reserves £1,628.32 mgre justand Ig S
living tomorrow. for Nature.
Funds All unrestricted —_—

A thriving
future for all.

Delivery model: The charity had no paid staff. Core legal, strategic, organisational and
communications work was delivered through trustees, volunteers and pro-bono professional support
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