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Annual Report to the Office of the Scottish Charities Regulator 1% September 2023 to 31%* August 2024

Inverness Methodist Church is a part of the Inverness Circuit of the Methodist Church of Great Britain, (SC 038426).
The Circuit is part of the Scotland Methodist District, which is registered as a charity in Scotland (SC 038098). The
Methodist District is part of the Methodist Church of Great Britain, which is registered as a charity with the Charity
Commissioners of England and Wales (1132208).

Inverness Methodist Church was governed in the period under review by the Constitution of the Methodist Church
of Great Britain as laid down in ‘Constitution, Practice and Discipline of the Methodist Church (latest edition: CPD,
2024)

The Church is governed by Managing Trustees as laid down in CPD 2024 under the Deed of Union and Standing
Orders. Under the Constitution, the Trustees are Members of the Methodist Church who are elected to a Trustees
Meeting from the Annual Church Meeting, which is open to all members of the Church. Other posts holders
employed by the Methodist Church are also appointed ex officio by the agreement of the annual meeting of the

General Church Meeting.

The Trustees Meetings are held every Quarter and anyone who is a member or an adherent at the Church are invited

to attend the meetings of the Managing Trustees where they can contribute to discussions but have no right to vote.

The mission of the Inverness Methodist Church is to advance the Christian Faith in the Inverness and Highlands area

as directed by the Inverness Circuit of the Methodist Church. It has done this by:

1. Providing a register of all Methodist members in the area of the Highland Council and the Western Isles
north of Barra.

2. Meeting all requests made on it by the Inverness Methodist Circuit.
3. Providing worship in the City of Inverness according to the practices of the Methodist Church.
4. Organising pastoral care to Members and others who have associated themselves with the Church.

5. Safeguarding and supporting the work of youth organisations.
6. A policy of reviewing and developing its activities.

Membership

New members were added to the roll this year, however, losses to the membership through deaths have been
greater than the numbers joining us, so our membership stands at 80 on 31 August 2024. There are still a large
number of those attending worship have not been willing to become members of the Methodist Church but are still

treated as equals in every other respect.
The quarterly newsletter is circulated to some 180 households either physically or via e-mail.

Relations with the Inverness Circuit of the Methodist Church

The Inverness Methodist Church and Inverness Methodist Circuit are two separate bodies under the Constitution of



the Methodist Church and Inverness Methodist Church provides the Inverness Circuit of the Methodist Church with
funds as requested under CPD 2024. The Circuit is, in effect, a one Church Circuit and as such the two bodies are
coterminous in their operation. This is an acceptable position under the Deeds of Union laid out in CPD 2024 and in

these terms the Church met all requests made to it by the Circuit.

Worship
The Church maintains its place of worship at 50 Huntly Street, Inverness V3 5HS.

Sunday morning services take place in the main worship area, except during January and February when we move
services to the lower hall, which is better heated during the winter months. The after- service coffee and meeting in
the lower Church-hall is an important opportunity to socialise especially for those who live alone. We have continued

to operate live streaming of services.

The church is used for the occasional services, including baptisms, marriages and funerals. It has also been used for
special Sunday services, including the Boys Brigade Enrolment service and the Girl Guiding Thinking Day service.
During the year 20 funerals took place in the name of the Church, either at Huntly St, the crematorium or at

undertaker’s funeral parlors.

I ctired form his role as a Lay Pioneer Minister at the Bike Shed in April 2024. Kings Church Inverness
also withdrew their involvement. The Bike Shed is now supported as a project of the Methodist Circuit in Inverness,

enabling the Bike Shed to continue as a community hub.

Pastoral Care

Pastoral care has been undertaken by the minister and a small pastoral care group. In accordance with the
requirement of Methodist Conference, training in the Safeguarding of Children and Vulnerable adults was offered to
all those required to attend. By the end of the period all who needed to attend had done so and those for whom

Disclosure Checks are mandatory have also fulfilled their requirement.

Safeguarding

The Inverness Circuit and therefore Inverness Methodist Church are bound by the rules and guidelines set out in the
guide to implementing the PVG scheme in Methodist Churches in Scotland and the detailed guidance document for
reference to the scheme. The document forms part of the Methodist Church’s Connexional Safeguarding Policy and
Handbook. This document is updated in the light of any new information and practical experience gained through
the PVG Scheme’s implementation. Additional guidance is also available when a Basic level criminal record
disclosure, or if any further safeguarding action, is required for those members of the Church who do not meet the

criteria for membership of the PVG Scheme.

All Local Preachers undertake Advanced Safeguarding Training as required under the policy of the Methodist Church
as set out in its Safeguarding Practice Handbook. Members of the Church and Circuit, including those who do not
need to be PVG checked under the scheme but who come into contact with Children and Vulnerable adults, are
given regular training and updates on the current Methodist Church Safeguarding policies. These policies are
displayed in prominent positions within the Church and on the Church’s website and are available for inspection by

anyone at any time as set out in the Handbook’s Guidelines.



We are also aware of the Notifiable Events Scheme and will implement it if necessary.

Equality, Diversity & Inclusion
Ministers and office holders are now required to undertake online EDI training. The ethos of Justice, Dignity and

Solidarity shapes our attitudes at every level of Church activity.

The Church continues to sponsor youth work.

The 10™ (Inverness) Company of the Boys Brigade meets at the Church and provides activities for all sections.

The 4™ Inverness (Methodist) Guide and Brownie units meet at the Church along with the 9" Inverness (Methodist)

Rainbows.

Developing Policy

Along with the whole of the Methodist Connexion, the Inverness Church continues to review its aims and activities
to see how the Methodist Church in the Highlands can live out its calling ‘To respond to the gospel of God's love in
Christ and to live out its discipleship in worship and mission’, to do this through; Worship, Learning & Caring, Service

and Evangelism.

The Methodist Conference stationed a part time Presbyter, ||| ||} JJEENNEEEE to the Circuit on a 5-year
appointment from the 1%t September 2020.

Signed: Date: 29* January 2025

Inverness Methodist Church and Circuit



INVERNESS METHODIST CHURCH - AUDITED ACCOUNTS

ACCOUNT BALANCES
2023/24 2022/23 2021/22 2020/21 2019/20
[income ]
Collections f 32,379.50 £ 32,295.50 £ 33,355.99 £ 36,943.73 £ 22,147.92
Annual Appeal £ 3,20000 £ 2,050.00 £ 2,730.00 £ 291000 £ 2,060.00
Coffee Fellowship £ 416.00 £ 44100 £ 13310 € - £ 875.20
Rentals £ - £ 3,000.00 € - £ - £ 247.50
Gift Aid Tax Return £ 7,54303 £ 8,325.35 £ 9,41493 £ 6,55494 £ 7,714.74
Bank/Invest Interest £ 2,698.84 £ 850.62 £ 112,51 € 158.35 £ 224.03
Deonations £ 5,600.00 £ 4,762.46 £ 2,166.75 £ 2,07550 £ 1,882.58
Grants and Legacies £ 1,000.00 £ 1,000.00 £ 5,500.00 £ 22,502.40 £ -
Misc Income £ 287099 £ 57822 £ - f 158.20
Total Income £ 55,708.36 £ 53,303.15 £ 53,413.28 £ 71,144.92 £ 35,310.17
[EXPENDITURE ]
Assessment to Circuit £ 35,760.57 £ 35,760.57 £ 3592598 £ 42,969.27 £ 40,750.12
New Equipment 2 - f 529.98 £ - £ - £ -
Repairs/ Maintenance f 3,18024 ¢ 7,094.12 £ 427382 £ 197154 f 6,176.66
Utilities £ 5,366.53 £ 6,214.43 f 1,960.00 £ 105743 £ 4,321.00
Administration £ 6,951.73 £ 6,376.59 £ 7,320.26 £ 5,237.66 £ 6,109.85
Giving f 125.00 £ 335.00 £ 3000 £ 30.00 £ -
Retiring Collections f - f 57822 £ - £ 158.20
Total Expenditure £ 51,384.07 £ 56,888.91 £ 49,510.06 £ 51,265.90 £ 57,515,83
,NET Income - Expenditure ] £ 432429 £ 3,585.76 £ 3,903.22 £ 19,879.02 £ 22,205.66
Balance b/f £ 34,766,110 £ 38,65893 £ 34,755.71 £ 14,876.69 £ 37,082.35
Balance ¢/f £ 39,0903 £ 35,073.17 £ 38,658.93 £ 34,755.71 £ 14,876.69
BALANCES Bank Accounts 7 31 August 2023 31 August 2023 31 August 2022 HHEHHHRIEN bR
RBS Church £ 33,360.36 £ 32,56090 £ 35,305.69 £ 30,888.39 £ 12,092.61
CFB Church £ 573003 £ 2,205.20 £ 3,353.24 £ 3,867.32 £ 2,784.08
RBS Circuit £ -
CFB Circuit £ -
TMCP Appeal £
Other Payments/Amounts £ -
Creditors £ -
Cheques outstanding £ -
Closing Balance £ 39,090.39 £ 34,766.10 £ 38,658.93 £ 34,755.71 £ 14,876.69

| confirm that these accounts comply with the Charities and Trustee Investment (Scotland) Act 2005 and the Charities Accounts (Scotland) Regulations




INVERNESS METHODIST CIRCUIT - AUDITED ACCOUNTS

ACCOUNT BALANCES as at
2023724 2022/23 2021/22 2020/21 2019/2020
[iIncome |
From Church General A/C £ 35,760.57 £ 36,067.64 £ 3592598 £ 429659.27 £ 40,750.12
Grants/Methodist Church £ - £ - £ - f €
Banks/Invest Interest £ - £ - £ £ - £
Circuit Model Trust Fund £ £ - E £ £ -
Capital (Relief Fund) £ - £ - E - E - £ -
Other income £ - £ - £ - £ - £ -
Total Income £ 35,760.57 £ 36,067.64 £ 35,925.98 £ 42,969.27 £ 40,750.12
[EXPENDITURE |
District Assessment/Grants £ 12,400.00 € 11,580.00 £ 12,080.00 £ 15,282.46 £ 10,591.92
Minister Stipend/N|/Superann £ 17,690.74 £ 19,272.03 £ 1853498 £ 16,922.27 £ 20,392.38
Minister Manse 3 400187 £ 367492 £ 3,817.26 E 3,265.82 £ 9,156.09
Minister Travel £ 1,085.08 £ 1,055.79 €£ 43370 £ 465840 € 186.60
Minister Admin £ 582.88 £ 484.90 £ 1,060.04 £ 1,757.11 £ 413.13
Capital (Loan repayment to Church) £ £ - E - £ 1,084.18
Total Expenditure £ 35,760.57 £ 36,067.64 £ 35,925.98 £ 42,970.24 £ 40,750.12
INET Income - Expenditure | £ - £ 097 £ .
Balance b/f £ 951.00 £ 951.00 € 951.00 £ 951.97 £ 951.97
Balance c/f £ 951.00 £ 951.00 £ 951.00 € 951.00 £ 951.97
IBALANCES Bank Accounts ] 31 August 2023 31 August 2023 31 August 2022 31 August 2021 31 August 2020
RBS Circuit £ 951.00 £ 951.00 £ 951.00 £ 951.00 £ 951.97
CFB Circuit
Closing Balance £ 951.00 £ 951.00 £ 951.00 £ 951.00 £ 951.97

| confirm that these accounts comply with the
Charities and Trustee Investment {Scotland) Act

Note :- Stipend for Aug not taken due to error at HQ




INVERNESS METHODIST CHURCH & CIRCUIT

ACCOUNT BALANCES as at 31st AUGUST 2024
Church Circuit Total Balance
RBS Church 2881 £ 33,360.36 £ - £ 33,360.36
CFB Church 010 £ 5,730.03 £ - £ 5,730.03
RBS Circuit 2873 £ - £ 951.00 £ 951.00
Balance c/f £ 39,090.39 £ 951.00 £ 40,041.39
Creditors £ - £ - £ -
Cheques outstanding £ - £ - £ -
TMCP 17638 Appeal £ - f - £ -
Actual Amounts £ 39,090.39 £ 951.00 £ 40,041.39
|Other Funds / Investments ]
TMCP Managed Mixed Fund £ 1,790.59
TMCP Trustees interest Fund £ 20,957.82
TMCP Trust Income (Bacs) £ 5.34
TMCP ( legacey) £ 45,307.87
Total Investments £ 68,061.62
Total Balances| £  107,152.01 £ 951.00

| confirm that these accounts comply with the Charities and Trustee Investment
ccounts (Scotland) Regulations 2006.

Date
10th Oct 2024






