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McOpera is a Scottish Charitable Incorporated Organisation. The objectives of 
the charity are promoting performance projects, giving opportunities for talent from 
communities within Scotland; the advancement of education and 
the advancement of the arts, heritage and culture. 
 
Our Charity Reference Number is SC052541 

Our address is: 
31 Tannoch Drive 
Milngavie 
G62 8AS 
 
Trustees 
 

Recruitment of Trustees – all trustees are appointed/ reappointed at AGM. 
 
 
Objectives and Activities 

McOpera was formed in 2012 by musicians from the Orchestra of Scottish Opera to 
develop a portfolio of activity ranging from operatic productions, recording projects, 
orchestral performances and community outreach projects across a wide social and 
cultural demographic. McOpera now focuses on devising programmes across two 
main strands of activity – performance and outreach - expanding the range of 
practitioners and collaborating with musicians and creatives drawn from across 
Scotland’s creative industries.  

Charitable Purposes 
 
Our charitable purposes fall under two categories: b) the advancement of 
education and g) the advancement of the arts. 
 
Our fundamental purpose is to encourage engagement in the arts and improve the 
creative skills of people of all ages and backgrounds, to enhance the quality of 
people's lives and support cultural cohesion within communities and schools. 
In facilitating a range of activities which promote the arts, inviting participation and 
stimulating the generation of creative ideas, we aim to support enjoyment, 
appreciation, and greater understanding of the arts in general and music in 
particular.  
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Concert performances and chamber music    

A one-stop orchestral resource for choral societies and organisations, ranging from 
small orchestral reductions to full symphonic forces 

May 2025 Bearsden Choir Elijah  

Our Collaborative Partners from May 2024 – May 2025 

Haddo Arts, East Lothian Arts Service (YMI), Milngavie Music Club, Perth Chamber 
Music Society, Bearsden Choir 

Reflection 
 
We consistently receive very positive feedback from people we create programmes 
for and/or work with.  
The Song for Haddo programme has now come to its conclusion, and Haddo Arts are 
unlikely to be in a position to commission further work. We are currently collating the 
final legacy resources and once completed, these will be stored on and access via 
the McOpera website.  
 
We have had significant challenges recruiting workshop leaders to replace  

. The latest Let’s Make an Opera programme for East 
Lothian, whilst extremely well received and very successful, had serious personnel 
challenges which has resulted in a recruitment campaign to replace this team.  
Video footage of this programme will be available online in early September, but the 
draft video can be currently accessed on the following link:  
https://vimeo.com/1105841966/87c1be2cce 
 
We are still working to update our website, social media channels and comms. This 
has been slow progress this year due to external time pressures for McOpera 
directors. Consequently, the website has still not been updated fully or relaunched. 
 
Our activities have addressed our charitable purposes well but whilst we remain in a 
strong position to expand our stable of activities and programmes, we are struggling 
with infrastructure and the financial ability to ringfence time. This is largely due to the 
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lack of core financial support for the organisation and the need to generate income 
from projects to pay for overheads and project administration costs. 
 
We continue to ensure that we abide by General Data Protection Regulations 
(GDPR). We are also ensuring that other policies, such as equalities, fair work and 
health and safety are kept up to date, and all outreach practitioners and project 
assistants have full PVG status from Disclosure Scotland and appropriate CPD 
training prior to delivery.  

 
Future Plans 
 
The Let’s Make an Opera strand will be re-named as Let’s Create an Opera and will 
run for a fifth year for East Lothian Arts Council YMI, focusing on environmental and 
sustainability via devised ‘mini-operas’. A new workshop leader will be recruited for 
this to work alongside current team members, . 
 
We are still to achieve funding to develop our musical tales library for the Early Years’ 
Storytelling programme, to include commissions from  (Seanchai and 
traditional storytelling, .  
 
Whilst our concert activity has been reduced this year, there are plans in the pipeline 
for further work, including a collaboration with Deepness Dementia for their 2025 
festival in Dundee https://www.deepnessdementiamedia.com 
 
The trustees will continue to seek funding to develop a well-curated and focused 
range of arts and music-related programmes, balanced against ongoing 
performances of chamber music and orchestral projects.  
 
Thanks to Trustees  
 
Many thanks to our Trustees for their continued support, and with their support, we 
look forward to re-energising our work over the coming months.  
 

 
Chair 
August 2025 
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Notes to the Financial Statements – year ended 31 May 2025 

Accounting Policies and Taxation  
 The financial statements have been prepared under receipts 

and payments basis, in accordance with the terms of the Charities and Trustee Investment 

(Scotland) Act 2005 and the Charities Accounts (Scotland) Regulations 2006. 
Grants/Donations. 
 One donation from Music Co-Operative Scotland on winding up the company 

and bank account. 

3. 4. CMS Subscription to the Tours book 

Public Indemnity Insurance through the Musicians’ Union players’ cover. 

5. Trustee Remuneration  
 None 

Additional note: McOpera musicians played on 29.5.25 but the invoicing and payments are to be 

included in next year’s accounts. 

 




