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     Trustees’ Annual Report
     Year ended 31 December 2025
     Structure, Governance and Management

    Governing Document

	The Church was administered in accordance with the terms of the Model Deed of Constitution until 5th June 2024 when it was then governed in accordance with the Deed of Constitution (Unitary Form).


    Recruitment and Appointment of Trustees

	Members of the Kirk Session are the charity trustees. The Kirk Session members are the elders of the church and are chosen from those members of the church who are considered to have the appropriate gifts and skills. The minister, who is a member of the Kirk Session, is elected by the congregation and inducted by Presbytery. 


    Organisational Structure

    The Kirk Session is responsible for all matters within the church, meets six times a year and

    is moderated by the minister.
    Certain responsibilities are delegated to the Finance Committee and the Fabric Committee as 
    appropriate. 
    Objectives and Activities

    The Church of Scotland is Trinitarian in doctrine, Reformed in tradition and Presbyterian in policy.     

    It exists to glorify God and to work for the advancement of Christ’s Kingdom throughout the world. 
   As a national Church, it acknowledges a distinctive call and duty to bring the ordinances of
   religion to the people in every parish of Scotland through a territorial ministry. It co-operates 
   with other Churches in various ecumenical bodies in Scotland and beyond.
	Longside Parish Church Activities 2025 
Church Services are held on a weekly basis at 10.30 am on Sunday mornings. These can be shared 
with our fellow congregation of  Deer Parish Church during holiday periods. Tea/Coffee is provided 
after the service to facilitate fellowship.
Special services are also held at Easter, Remembrance and Christmas.

Godly Play for age 4 upwards takes place in the Church Hall on the first Sunday morning of the 
 month. The children participate in the Christmas Service in Church.

A very active Girls Brigade for Primary 1 upwards meets in the Church Hall on Monday evenings
during term time. There is a well attended Dedication Service held annually in church, where many 
parents attend.

We hold a Holiday Club for primary children every morning Mon -  Frid for one week during the
summer holidays. We have also held an activity day for primary children at Easter and at Christmas.
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   A Prayer Group meets in the Church Hall on Thursday mornings

   A Bible Study via Zoom is held weekly over 4 – 6 weeks at Lent and Advent.

   A Coffee Morning is held on the first Monday of each month to encourage fellowship. 
   Any donations received are donated to charity.

   A Craft Group meets in the hall on Monday afternoons. As well as providing fun and companionship, 
   any proceeds from the sale of the crafts are donated to charity.

   An Annual Hogmany Ceilidh is held. The proceeds of this are donated to our Christmas Charity.




Longside Parish Church Year ending 2025
Achievements and Performance 

Longside Parish Church continues to maintain a regular core of worshippers of varying ages both in person and by Zoom. We continue to be led by our minister Bob, supported by a strong multiskilled Session and some members that give of their knowledge and practical gifts freely.

 Numbers attending Girls Brigade continue to be maintained. Godly Play meets monthly and is enjoyed by a cross-section of ages led by a very gifted leader and helpers. Our Godly Play leader now takes this ministry to our local very sheltered housing complex in Mintlaw.
Towards the end of the Easter holiday an Easter themed activity was held for primary age children. A very successful Holiday Club was held during the summer of 2025. It was again led by “Out of the Box”

Prayer Group continues to meet every Thursday morning in the vestry of the church.

Longside Parish Church continues to work closely with our neighbouring Parish and shared again a Lent Bible Study and an Advent Study by Zoom. Harvest Thanksgiving was celebrated together in Longside Parish Church followed by a soup and sweet lunch. Whilst the ministers are on holiday worship is conducted alternately in each church, sometimes being led by congregational members.

 The hall continues to be busy being used daily by both church and private groups providing a constant source of income.

The Coffee Morning continues very successfully on the first Monday of the month.

The Craft Group meets on a Monday afternoon during term time and provides friendship and the sharing of skills to a consistent group of attendees of varying ages, ability and skill. We are particularly happy that residents of our local supported living accommodation join us.

Charitable donations by various means have been strong. 

Written Communion Invitations are issued twice yearly with increased numbers attending as a result.

It is still of concern that membership of the church continues to fall, with no new signs of interest is being shown by younger people living in the community.
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Financial Review of 2025
General Fund total Income decreased from £66976 in 2024 to £63597 in 2025. 
General Fund Expenditure decreased  from £62494 in 2024 to £58747 in 2025 – leading to
an excess for the year of £4850, which took The General Fund Balance of £37807 in 2024 to 
£42657 at the end of 2025. 
General Fund Income: We are very fortunate to have a large number of Members giving via Bank 
Standing Order, a large number of Gift Aid reclaimable donations (although this is lower for 
third year in a row), the rental of the Manse, and a very well used Church Hall.
Many Thanks to the Gift Aid Convenor for all his work reclaiming Gift Aid and GASDS.
General Fund Expenditure: We managed to pay all our recurring running Expenses during the year,
 such as our Giving to Grow Contribution, insurance and electricity costs.
The Fabric Fund had Investment Income of £9271 for the year 2025.  
Significant Fabric Expenditure on the Church and hall requiring new boilers and an oil tank

led to a Fabric Fund Balance of £222052 at the end of 2025 (plus £330000 of Fixed Assets).
With Income of £400 and a payout of £23, Endowment Funds of £1191 were held at the end of
2025 – Endowment Funds are distributed between Buchan Presbytery Churches for the Poor of
the Parish – the Funds do not belong to the Kirk Session of Longside, but are paid out at the
discretion of the Kirk Session who have been encouraged to continue to actively seek worthy recipients.  
Normal repairs and maintenance are charged to the General Fund, and extraordinary repairs and
improvements are met from the Fabric Fund and/or by special Fundraising efforts
Reserves Policy: It is the Trustees’ policy to hold reserves of £70000 in the Fabric Fund in case 
of major Fabric Expenses, and £30000 in the General Fund for normal Expenses in the Church, 
Hall and Manse.
 Special Collections

Collections were taken up during 2025: – 
£124 was sent to the World Day of Prayer
£523 was sent to the UNICEF Jar of Grace appeal
£481 was sent to the Moderators Challenge for Malawi

£244 was sent to Poppyscotland
£853 (made up of Christmas service collections, Craft Group donations 
          and a ceilidh) was sent to the Scottish Charities Air Ambulance and 
£387 was sent to Christian Aid – this being the result of our special Harvest offering and collections at our 

         Monday    Coffee mornings.
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Statement of Trustees' Responsibilities

The members of the Kirk Session / Congregational Board must prepare financial statements which 
Give sufficient detail to enable an appreciation of the transactions of the Church during the financial
 year. The members of the Kirk Session / Congregational Board are responsible for keeping proper
 accounting records which, on request, must reflect the financial position of the Church at that time. 
This must be done to ensure that the financial statements comply with the 
Charities and Trustee Investment (Scotland) Act 2005, the Charities Accounts (Scotland) Regulations
2006 and the Regulations Anent Congregational Finance approved by the General Assembly of the
Church of Scotland in 2007. They are also responsible for safeguarding the assets of the 
Church and must take reasonable steps for the prevention and/or detection of fraud and other 
irregularities.

Approved by the Trustees and signed on their behalf,
M Gordon
Session Clerk

Date ………….26
9

Longside Parish Church of Scotland
SC 008873

Independent Examiner’s Report to the Trustees of Longside Parish Church
I report on the Accounts of the charity for the year ended 31 December 2025 which are set out on pages 
8 - 12.
Respective responsibilities of trustees and examiner

The charity’s trustees are responsible for the preparation of the accounts in accordance with the terms of
 the Charities and Trustee Investment (Scotland) Act 2005 and the Charities Accounts (Scotland)
Regulations 2006.

The charity trustees consider that the audit requirement of Regulation 10(1) (d) of the Accounts Regulations
 does not apply.  It is my responsibility to examine the accounts as required under section 44(1)(c) of the
 Act and to state whether particular matters have come to my attention.
Basis of independent examiner’s statement

My examination is carried out in accordance with Regulation 11 of the Charities Accounts (Scotland)
 Regulations 2006.  An examination includes a review of the accounting records kept by the charity 
and a comparison of the accounts presented with those records.  It also includes consideration of any 
unusual items or disclosures in the accounts, and seeks explanations from the trustees concerning 
any such matters.  The procedures undertaken do not provide all the evidence that would be required
in an audit, and consequently I do not express an audit opinion on the view given by the accounts.

Independent examiner’s statement

In the course of my examination of the statement of account for the year ended 31 December 2024, 
no matter has come to my attention 
1. which gives me reasonable cause to believe that in any material respect the requirements:
· to keep accounting records in accordance with Section 44(1) (a) of the 2005 Act and 
      Regulation 4 of the 2006 Accounts Regulations, and
· to prepare accounts which accord with the accounting records and comply with 
Regulation 9 of the 2006 Accounts Regulations have not been met, or
2. to which, in my opinion, attention should be drawn in order to enable a proper understanding
 of the accounts to be reached.

Name: Nicola Hunter
Address: 30  Osprey Gardens 
Mintlaw AB42 4AF
Date:    ……………………26  
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	Receipts and Payments Account
	
	

	Year ended 31 December 2025
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	Unrestricted
	Restricted 
	Endowment 
	
	

	
	
	
	
	Funds
	Funds
	Funds
	Total
	Total

	
	
	
	
	2025
	2025
	2025
	2025
	2024

	Receipts
	
	£
	£
	£
	£
	£

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	3.
	Donations
	
	42844
	
	
	42844
	46525

	4.
	Activities for generating funds
	
	19346
	
	
	19346
	21294

	
	Investment Income
	
	10278
	
	
	10278
	6670

	5.
	Receipts from charitable activities
	
	400
	
	400
	800
	1334

	
	Total Receipts
	
	72868
	
	400
	73268
	75824

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	Legacies
	
	-
	
	
	   
	     160531

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	Total Receipts
	
	72868             
	
	                            400  
	73268
	236354

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	 
	 
	 
	 
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	6. Payments
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	Cost of generating funds
	
	1251
	
	
	1251
	1291

	
	Charitable Activities
	
	87845
	
	23
	       87868
	81042

	
	Governance Costs
	
	200
	
	
	200
	200

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Total Payments
	
	89296
	
	23
	89319
	82534

	
	
	
	
	
	

	Excess of Receipts over Payments for the year before transfers
	(-16428)
	
	377
	(-16051)
	153820

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	Transfers – in
	
	
	
	
	

	
	Transfers – out
	
	
	
	
	

	Excess of Receipts over Payments for the year
	(-16428)
	
	377
	(-16051)
	153820

	
	
	
	
	
	


There may be minor discrepancies in the totals as the pence are not being shown
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Statement of Balances
	
	
	
	
	
	

	At 31 December 2025
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	Unrestricted
	Restricted
	Endowment
	Total
	Total

	
	Funds
	Funds
	Funds
	2025
	2024

	
	£
	£
	£
	£
	£

	                                                                                     
	
	
	
	
	

	Bank & Deposit Balances
	
	
	
	
	

	Bank & deposit balances 

brought forward
	281138
	
	815
	281953
	128133

	
	
	
	
	
	

	Movement in year:
	
	
	
	
	

	Excess of Receipts over Payments  for the year 
	(-16428)             
	
	377
	-16051
	153820

	
	
	
	
	
	

	Bank & deposit balances
	
	
	
	
	

	carried forward
	264710           
	
	1192
	265902
	   281953

	Breakdown of Investments

Consolidated Fabric Fund
	23243
	
	
	23243
	22299

	COS Deposit Funds
	213321
	
	
	213321
	234012

	Totals
	236564
	
	
	236564
	256311

	
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	
	
	
	
	
	


      The accounts were approved by the Kirk Session and Financial Board on ………..26
       For and on behalf of the Kirk Session and Financial Board

__________________________________________________       Session Clerk

__________________________________________________       Treasurer

	Longside Parish Church

	Notes to the Accounts

	1
	Trustee Remuneration and Related Party Transactions

	
	
	During the year three Trustees received payment for services rendered.  Mr Gordon Hay  received £1140 for playing the organ. Mrs Elizabeth Slaven received £540 for playing the organ. Mrs Irene Birkett received £480 for playing the organ. In addition, Mrs Irene Birkett received £600 for providing her services as Hallkeeper.

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	2
	Movements in Funds
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	At 1 January
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	At 31 Dec

	
	
	
	
	2025
	
	Receipts
	
	Payments
	
	Transfers
	
	2025

	
	
	
	
	£
	
	£
	
	£
	
	£
	
	£

	
	Unrestricted funds
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	General Fund
	37807
	
	63597
	
	58747
	
	
	
	42657

	
	Fabric Fund
	243330
	
	9271
	
	30549
	
	
	
	222052

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	281137
	
	        72868
	
	89296
	
	
	
	264709

	
	Restricted funds
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	Endowment funds
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	The Bruce Bequest                                 814
	
	400
	
	23
	
	
	
	1191

	
	                                       
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	Total funds
	281951
	
	73268
	
	89319
	
	
	
	265900

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	Purposes of Designated Funds
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	Fabric Fund: The Trustees have set aside funds for large maintenance costs of the Church, Manse and Hall
General Fund: this Fund is for the general running costs of Longside Parish Church


	
	Purpose of Endowment Fund

	
	Funds in the Bruce Bequest Fund are to be used for the poor or needy of the Parish at the discretion of the Kirk Session

	
	

	
	There may be minor discrepancies in the totals as the pence are not being shown


	
	
	Unrestricted
	Restricted
	Endowment
	
	

	
	
	Funds
	Funds
	Funds
	Total
	Total

	
	Analysis of Receipts
	2025
	2025
	2024
	2025
	2024

	3.
	Donations
	
	
	
	
	

	
	WFO Scheme (non Gift Aid)
	3465
	
	
	3465
	2497

	
	Gift Aid Donations
	25060
	
	
	25060
	26086

	
	Tax Recovered on Gift Aid            Donations
GASDS
	7303
 753
	
	
	7303
753
	6572
813

	
	Ordinary Offerings (Open Plate)
	2316
	
	
	2316
	2124

	
	Other Offerings (Non G Aid)
	3947
	
	
	3947
	8435

	
	Legacies received
	
	
	
	
	160531

	
	
	42844
	
	
	42844
	207058

	4.
	Activities for Generating Funds
	
	
	
	
	

	
	  Contributions for Use of    Premises
	9524
	
	
	9524
	11220

	
	Rental Income from the Manse


	9600
	
	
	9600
	9600



	
	Life & Work/Daily Bread

Regular Fundraising
	        222
	
	
	     222

	      473


	
	Investment Income

Bank and Deposit Interest (General)                                            

Investment Income (Fabric)


	19346
1007
9271
	
	
	19346
1007
   9271
	20782

1157
5512


	
	5.  Receipts from Charitable Activities
Weddings and Funerals


	10278
 400


	
	
	10278
 400


	6669
800


	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	    
	
	
	
	
	

	
	Miscellaneous Income

Endowment Income
	
	
	400
	400
	200
334

	
	
	400
	
	400
	800
	1334



	
	Total Receipts

6.  Analysis of Payments
	72868
	
	400

	73268
	236020

	
	Cost of Generating Funds
FWO Envelopes

Manse Rental Company Fees
	  99
1152
	
	
	99
1152
	139
1152

	
	
	1251
	
	
	1251
	1291


	
	Charitable Activities

Giving to Grow Contribution


	           29263
	
	
	29263
	36034


	
	Presbytery Dues
	1931
	
	
	   1931  
	1835

	
	Pulpit Supply
	209
	
	
	209
	313

	
	Ministers Travel Expenses
	1918
	
	
	1918
	1960

	
	Ministers Telephone
	695
	
	
	695
	652

	
	Other Staffing Costs
	7266
	
	
	7266
	5546

	
	Hall WIFI& Church Website
	1234
	
	
	1234
	935

	
	Heat and light 
	4882
	
	
	4882
	4684

	
	Insurance
	4420
	
	
	4420
	3894

	
	Other building costs
	31666
	
	
	31666
	19739

	
	Outreach
	1441
	
	23
	1464
	2077

	
	Music and Music Licenses
	413
	
	
	413
	244

	
	Printing, stationery and postage
	131
	
	
	131
	487

	
	Other expenses
	2376
	
	
	2376
	2624

	
	
	87845
	
	23
	87868
	81042

	
	Governance costs
	
	
	
	
	

	
	Independent Examiners Fees
	200
	
	
	200
	200


     Total Payments
           


          89296             

             23      89319       82533                         
There may be minor discrepancies in the totals as the pence are not being shown

Minister’s Stipend

All Church of Scotland congregations contribute to the National Stipend Fund which bears the costs of all ministers' stipends and employer's contributions for national insurance, pension and housing and loan fund. Ministers' stipends are paid in accordance with the national stipend scale, which is related to years of service.  For the year under review the minimum stipend was £32433 and the maximum stipend (in the fifth and subsequent years) £39856
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	


APPENDIX
FUNDS HELD ON BEHALF OF THE CONGREGATION

BY THE CHURCH OF SCOTLAND GENERAL TRUSTEES

	
	2025
	2024

	56 CONSOLIDATED FABRIC FUND  - Capital (II)
	
	

	
	
	

	Opening Balance 
	5628

	5628

	Closing Balance
	5628
	5628


	
	
	

	Market Value
	8635
	8237


	
	
	


	
	
	

	50 CONSOLIDATED FABRIC FUND – REVENUE
	£
	£

	
	
	

	Credit Balance at 31 December 24
	22298
	20998

	Administration Costs

Interest  and Dividends Received
	320
1265
	80     

            1380

	Credit Balance at 31 December 25
	23243
	22298
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