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Objectives and activities
Loanhead Brass Roots provides a welcoming, supportive environment where people of all ages—especially young people—can learn, play and develop their brass music skills. Our mission is to nurture musical talent and inspire a lifelong appreciation of brass band music.
We help every member grow in confidence and proficiency as a brass musician through rehearsals, contests, concerts, processions and other community events.
We are proud to provide musical support for organisations and events in Loanhead and the surrounding area.
We are a member of the Scottish Brass Band Association.

Structure, governance and management
Loanhead Brass Roots is an unincorporated association governed by its Constitution.


Achievements and performance
Our members attended weekly rehearsals throughout the school year, showing great commitment and enthusiasm. A highlight was joining Newtongrange Junior Band at the Scottish Youth Band Championship in Perth, where our musicians earned a Silver Award in recognition of their talent and hard work. We also held well-received joint Christmas and summer concerts with our senior band, MacTaggarts Scott, at the Miners Club in Loanhead. During the summer, we proudly led the Loanhead Gala Day parade and performed a concert in the park.
Financial review
Total income for the year was £4,168 (2024-25: £3,562), with the increase driven by higher concert donations.
Expenditure was £4,897 (2024-25: £3,638). The increase mainly reflects £920 of band hall rental costs covering 17 months, following our move from MacTaggarts Scott in Loanhead to the purpose-built band hall in Newtongrange. We also entered an additional contest and purchased a trombone.
As a result, reserves decreased by £729 to £3,518 (2024-25: £4,247). They remain above our target level, and we continue to manage the charity’s finances carefully to support the band’s long-term sustainability.
Statement of policy on reserves
We aim to maintain reserves of more than £3,000. This provides a financial safety net for our main ongoing cost—the conductor’s fee—and helps protect the band’s continuity if membership fluctuates unexpectedly.
Future plans
Looking ahead, we are focused on building a strong future for the band as some members move into work, university or college. Our priority is to welcome and inspire new young musicians, creating opportunities for the next generation to thrive. We will seek new performance opportunities, strengthen collaboration with neighbouring youth bands and apply for grants to renew our instrument stock.
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