LIVINGSTON PLAYERS

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 2026

PRESIDENT REPORT

2nd July 2026

Introduction

Good evening everyone, and thank you all for coming along and supporting our 2026 AGM.
Before | begin, | would like to warmly welcome Elizabeth Donald, our NODA Scotland Area
Area 3 representative, who has kindly agreed to act as Chairperson for this evening’s
meeting.

So before | say anything more, I'll hand the Chair over to Elizabeth.

President Report

Thank you to Elizabeth for chairing this meeting this evening, and thank you to all of you, our
loyal members, for being here.

This is my first report as President and unlike the Treasurer’s report, which focuses on the
financial year, my report covers everything that has happened from one AGM to the next and
when | sat down to look back over everything we have done this year, | realised one thing
very quickly...

We really do not know how to sit still, do we?

It has been another incredibly busy, successful and memorable year for the Livingston
Players, and tonight I'd like to take some time to reflect on everything we have achieved
together.

So let’'s begin where this very busy year started...



A Celebration of Musical Showstoppers

November 2025

Ouir first major production following last year's AGM was A Celebration of Musical
Showstoppers, performed at Reconnect Howden Park in November 2025.

This production was particularly special as it celebrated our 55th Club Anniversary, and
what a wonderful way it was to mark such an important milestone in our history. The show
featured an incredible mix of musical numbers from productions we have staged over the
years, alongside exciting new material that members were passionate about performing.
Personally, | do not think | will ever forget The Rhythm of Life... mainly because | am still
recovering from trying to say those lyrics at speed. | think that song alone deserves some
sort of occupational hazard payment.

A huge thank you goes to John Hutchinson, who provided fantastic narration throughout
the production, taking audiences on a journey through the history of the Livingston Players
since our formation in 1970. His stories tied together so many of the productions we have
staged over the years while also sharing some wonderfully funny backstage stories and
production mishaps along the way.

With 26 separate numbers to rehearse and perform, this was no small undertaking and
everyone involved gave it absolutely everything. What made this production particularly
special was the inclusion of both our adult and youth members performing together as one
company. It was wonderful to see that sense of unity across all generations within the club,
and the commitment shown by everyone learning songs, choreography and bringing so
much energy to the stage was simply outstanding.

Productions like this do not simply happen by accident.

They take dedication, organisation, creativity... and usually a slightly concerning amount of
caffeine. | want to give special thanks to Louise Fairnie and Chiara Loia, who led the
project as Co-Directors, alongside Anna as Musical Director and Ewan as Choreographer.
They guided us with equal parts patience, encouragement, support... and of course
sweeties. They somehow managed to take a group of us with very varying levels of
coordination and ability and turn it into a polished and entertaining production.

The creativity and vision shown throughout this process was exceptional, and the feedback
from audiences was overwhelmingly positive. It truly showcased the incredible talent that
exists within the Livingston Players.

But of course, we must also recognise our backstage heroes.

A huge thank you goes to Andrew Brown, who stepped into the role of Stage Manager for
his debut and this production, alongside the fantastic crew of Amy, Nic, Grant, Mhairi,
Charlotte, Fiona and John Hutchinson.

And to everyone involved in set building, props, sound and all the countless jobs that
audiences never see but productions absolutely depend on...

Thank you.

You all played an enormous part in making this production such a fantastic success.



The Full Monty

January 2026

Our next production was our January play, The Full Monty and wow....what a production
that was.

Directed by John Doonan, supported by Sarah Louise or Slou, as most of us know her;
as Choreographer, this production was an outstanding success.

One of the most positive aspects of this production was that it brought a number of new male
members into the club, something we have very much welcomed and greatly needed.
Together with a fantastic female cast, the company worked incredibly hard to bring this
production to life.

The production was very close to being a sell-out, and while there were certainly a few
memorable audience challenges, and | think Saturday night may have tested everyone’s
patience just a little, our cast handled everything with professionalism and kept going
brilliantly.

This production brought laughter, energy and exactly the kind of entertainment needed
during those cold January nights. John and Slou, thank you both for all the hard work you
put into making this such a success.

And Slou... thank you for delivering that unforgettable dance routine and that moment.
I'll leave that there.

As always, a huge thank you goes to everyone involved behind the scenes, backstage
teams, set builders, props, sound teams, front of house helpers, committee members and all
those who worked tirelessly to bring the production together.

As a wonderful surprise for both cast and audience alike, we were joined on the Saturday
evening by Kennie Simon, current tribute lead singer of Hot Chocolate, who performed You
Sexy Thing honestly and the response from the audience and standing ovation at the end of
the evening was a perfect way to finish a brilliant show week.

And as if that was not enough...

Following the fantastic production and outstanding performances, we were delighted to win
the Scottish Community Drama Association Full Length Play Festival, receiving the
Fraser Neale Trophy for the sixth time since 1992.

An incredible achievement.

Congratulations to everyone involved.



All Shook Up

2026 Adult Musical
February saw the beginning of rehearsals for our adult musical production of All Shook Up.

A show packed with the music of Elvis Presley, energy, humour and songs instantly
recognisable to many of our audiences.

One of the most exciting things about this production was seeing the incredible talent that
came through auditions. We welcomed new members, returning members and current
members alike, and the standard we saw during auditions was simply exceptional. It
reminded us all once again just how much talent exists within this company.

A special congratulations goes to Jamie Edwardson, who took on his first lead role with us
and delivered an absolutely impeccable and believable performance as Chad. He was
supported by a tremendously strong principal cast whose commitment and performances
were exceptional from auditions, throughout rehearsals and all the way through to
performance week. To every principal performer, thank you.

And to our fantastic ensemble...

You truly brought this production to life. You gave us energy, laughter, unforgettable
moments and the support needed to make everything come together. You were brilliant.

I would like to give special thanks to the incredible production team who supported me
throughout this production. To Ewan and Anna, thank you for your dedication, commitment
and for supporting not only the production itself but also supporting me personally
throughout the entire process. | am genuinely proud of what we achieved together and |
thank you both sincerely.

Of course, again massive thanks must also go to all our backstage and support teams, led
by Amy as Stage Manager, alongside Ali Glidden, Grant Collier, lona Dixon, Abbie
Fairnie, and everyone involved in set building, props, sound and visuals, wardrobe, front of
house, committee support, and the wonderful staff at Reconnect Howden Park Centre for
helping us bring the production to stage.

And a very personal thank you to Pam and Jo, who helped me with costume transport, and
Pam for props, logistics and approximately fifty other jobs | probably did not even notice
happening.

Unfortunately, despite the quality of the production, ticket sales did not meet expectations,
Selling only 62% of available tickets means the production will unfortunately result in a
significant financial loss. It is disappointing because the quality of the show far outweighed
the figures, and audience feedback was overwhelmingly positive.

Having spoken with the team at Reconnect Howden Park, this appears to reflect a wider
trend affecting many productions currently. The committee will be reviewing this carefully as
we consider how we move forward and how we continue to maintain strong audience
engagement.

This year we also took a different approach to promotion for All Shook Up, working alongside
Helios to create a professional promotional video and a filmed production for the cast.



| have to say, what they produced for us was absolutely outstanding and has significantly
strengthened our social media presence.

A special thank you to Jo for organising this.

School of Rock

September 2026 Production
Because apparently rest is not something we believe in...

We moved very quickly on to our current production, School of Rock, with rehearsals
beginning in June.

This exciting youth and adult production will take to the stage in September.

Leading the production team is Niall King as Director, Rachel Mulholland as Musical
Director, and Chloe McLean as Choreographer. As a new production team, we wish them
every possible success.

And to our fantastic cast, Stick It To The Man this September. | genuinely cannot wait to
see this production come to life. From what | have seen already, | can confidently say...It is
going to be epic.

We have also partnered with Sign at Events, a British Sign Language interpretation
provider, to provide interpretation for one of our matinee performances.

This is supported by Reconnect Howden Park and allows us to reach wider audiences while
continuing to improve accessibility and inclusivity within what we do.

This is something we are very proud to be introducing.

Showstoppers

November 2026

Looking ahead, we will once again be holding our Showstoppers event on 12th, 13th and
14th November at the church. This event is being organised by Sam Vankempen, Zander
Cruickshank and Ewan Ferguson.

This is a fantastic opportunity for members across the company to get involved and perform.

More details will be shared in due course, so please keep an eye on them.



Noises Off

January 2027

Some of you may remember that in January 2025 we successfully secured the licence for
Noises Off, however unfortunately at that time we were unable to cast the production.

Now, while disappointing...We are not a group that gives up easily. So, after dusting
ourselves off and trying again, I'm delighted to confirm that our January 2027 play will
officially be Noises Off.

This very funny production, which many people describe as the original version of The Play
That Goes Wrong, will be directed by John Hutchinson.

We have scheduled the following dates:

Read Through — Thursday 17th September
Auditions — Monday 21st September

We are incredibly excited about this production and hope to see a fantastic turnout for both
the readthrough and auditions.

So good luck to everyone involved and may theatrical chaos remain strictly on stage.

Charity Work

One thing that has always been incredibly important to the Livingston Players is our
commitment to supporting charitable causes and giving back to our wider community.

Each year, alongside producing shows and events, we make a conscious effort to raise
money for charities that are meaningful to both our members and the communities around
us.

I am incredibly proud to say that this year has once again been a very successful one in that
regard.

During our 55th Anniversary Dinner Dance, we raised £172.82 for the My Name’s Doddie
Foundation, which is a Scottish motor neuron disease charity that is very close to the
hearts of many of our members.

For our 55th Anniversary Showstoppers production, we supported The Wee Hours, a
wonderful charity helping people experiencing homelessness in Edinburgh by distributing
essentials such as clothing, food, toiletries and more. | am delighted to say we raised
£1,000. A cheque was presented to founder Donna Ewing by Gill, Jamie, Jo and Mair, who
also spent time helping support the charity directly in Edinburgh one evening.

Andy’s Man Club was supported during the run of The Full Monty and we raised another
fantastic £1,000 in support of men’s wellbeing.

During All Shook Up, we raised £700 for West Lothian Food Train”, a Scottish charity
supporting older people in West Lothian.



And for our upcoming production of School of Rock, we will be supporting Reconnect Rock
School, who are currently developing exciting new premises in Blackburn where they are
creating a rock school studio for both young people and adults alike.

Supporting charitable causes is something we will always continue to champion as a society.

And if any member has a charity close to their heart that they would like the committee to
consider in future...

Please let us know.

Social Events

As much as we pride ourselves on the productions we put on stage, it is equally important
that we continue building the social side of the club and creating opportunities for members,
families and friends to come together away from rehearsals.

Because as much as we all love theatre...

It is occasionally nice to see each other when no one is carrying a prop, looking for missing
costume pieces, or asking where the extension leads have disappeared to.

This year we have had some fantastic social events.
In February 2026, we held a Quiz Night, organised by Steve Collier.

It was wonderful to see both youth and adult members involved together, creating a
genuinely fun evening for everyone. We all attempted to solve the many cryptic clues,
answer questions correctly, and maintain a healthy level of competitiveness, although |
suspect some tables interpreted healthy competitiveness slightly differently.

A huge thank you to Steve and Carol for organising such a successful evening, and to all
members, family and friends who came along to support us.

In March 2026, we hosted a Murder Mystery Night, performed by Winchburgh Drama
Group led by Ewan Hepburn.

The production, Mystic Myrtle’s Murder Mystery by Richard Adams, was performed on 14th
March, and what a fantastic evening it was. Members, family and friends all came together
to solve the mystery... or in many cases confidently accuse the wrong person entirely.

It was a hugely entertaining evening and thoroughly enjoyed by everyone who attended. A
massive thank you to Ewan and Winchburgh Drama Group for putting together such a
brilliant fundraiser, and to all our members for supporting it so enthusiastically.

In September 2025, we held our long-awaited 55th Anniversary Dinner Dance at
Livingston Football Club. This was particularly special because we had originally hoped to
celebrate our 50th Anniversary in 2020, but unfortunately, as we all know, Covid had very
different plans for everybody.

It was wonderful to finally come together and celebrate this milestone.

A huge thank you goes to the committee for organising the evening and to all members who
attended and supported the event.



We were wonderfully entertained by Brian Robertson’s Band and of course Graham
Walker, whose DJ skills ensured the dance floor remained busy.

It really was a fantastic evening and one | know many of us will remember fondly.

Looking Ahead — Upcoming Social
Events

As we move through the remainder of the year, we still have several exciting events
planned.

Tomorrow evening, yes, literally tomorrow 3rd July, we will be holding our All Shook Up
Film Night for members who wish to attend. This marks the first time, | believe, that
Livingston Players has professionally filmed one of our productions for cast members to
keep as a lasting memory of their involvement. And frankly, after the work everyone put into
that production, | think seeing yourselves on screen is fully deserved.

In October 2026, we are planning a Halloween Evening on Saturday 31st October.

In November 2026, as already mentioned our Showstoppers production is taking place on
12th, 13th and 14th November, the organising team of Sam Vankempen, Zander
Cruickshank and Ewan Ferguson will be sharing further details on how members can
become involved.

In December 2026, we will be holding a Movie Night on 5th December.
And yes...
We are still deciding on the movie.

No pressure there.

2027 Social Calendar

Looking ahead to 2027, we already have several social events planned.

January 2027 — we are planning a Quiz Night — 16th January
February 2027 — Burns Night — 20th February
March 2027 — Open Mic Night — 20th March

So please keep an eye out for further details as they come through.

Management Issues — Store Premises



I now want to touch on one of the more important operational challenges currently facing the
club.

As many of you know, we currently use storage facilities located at the old Freeport site.
Unfortunately, these premises are no longer fit for purpose. We have experienced increasing
security concerns, and it is no longer considered a safe environment for Grant and the team
to continue carrying out regular work there.

We have also been informed that the site is expected to be redeveloped into an Al database
centre or at least something of that description. We are actively seeking alternative premises
and have already visited and applied for a unit at the old Motorola site in Bathgate.
Unfortunately, we have not yet received confirmation regarding this option, which has been
disappointing. However, we continue to pursue every avenue available.

We are also currently exploring another possible opportunity in West Calder, which was
kindly brought to our attention by Pete Sneddon. | have arranged a viewing for 8th July, and
fingers crossed it's a promising option for us. However, | do want to be honest and say that if
we are unable to secure suitable premises, the committee may need to make some
significant decisions about how we continue supporting productions in relation to set
building, storage, props and future logistics.

If any members have ideas, contacts or recommendations that may help us...

Please come and speak with us.

Marketing and Publicity

As the world continues moving forward, usually faster than most of us can keep up with, it is
increasingly important that the Livingston Players remain visible, relevant and actively
engaged within today’s world.

Over recent years, it has become clear that we needed to strengthen our approach to
marketing and publicity. After discussion within the committee, we recognised the
importance of bringing additional expertise into this area and as a result, we were delighted
to appoint Jamie Edwardson to the role of Publicity and PR.

In short...

Jamie is now our resident marketing guru. His role will focus on increasing awareness of the
club, strengthening relationships with businesses, expanding our social media reach, and
helping ensure that Livingston Players remain visible and active all year round.

This has already become an extremely valuable addition to our communications strategy.

| also want to acknowledge our dedicated show social media teams, who continue to do
fantastic work promoting productions, events and creating programmes. All of this work
often happens quietly behind the scenes but it is absolutely vital in helping us grow and
reach wider audiences.

Youth Representation



One of the things we remain strongly committed to is ensuring our youth members continue
to feel represented, supported and involved within the club.

Following the departure of Erin Boyd and Abbie Gilland from their Youth Representative
roles, we began seeking interested members who wished to step forward.

| am delighted to say that Aisling Crosbie has now joined us in this role.

Aisling is currently working closely with Scott to strengthen our youth programme and ensure
our younger members continue to have strong representation within the club.

Thank you, Aisling, for taking this on.

We are very grateful for your support and the work you are already doing.

Membership Fees — 2026/27

Following a review of our membership fees, the committee has taken the decision that an
increase is now necessary.

We have worked very hard over many years to keep membership fees as affordable as
possible.

However, as costs continue to rise and as we work to maintain the standards and
opportunities we provide as a society, an increase is unfortunately unavoidable.

Membership fees for 2026/27 will now be as follows:

Full Performing Members — £60
Concessions — Under 18s, Over 65s, Students and Unemployed — £30
Non-Playing Members — £20

We are also introducing a payment plan option for members who may wish to spread
payments over time, and full information on this will be shared shortly.

It is important to note that even with these changes, compared with many other societies, we
remain one of the lowest-cost memberships around.

Membership fees will become due following the conclusion of this AGM and Carol will be
actioning this accordingly.

So unfortunately...
If anyone was hoping | might forget to mention that part...

| have not.

Youth Bursary
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The committee is also currently working toward introducing a Youth Bursary Programme
for our younger members. This is something we feel very strongly about and believe will help
support youth participation and development within the society going forward.

Further details will be shared with members in due course.

Friends of Livingston Players

Following last year's AGM, we officially launched Friends of Livingston Players, or as
many of us now know it...FOLP, or as Louise liked to call it FLIP

The aim was to help build a loyal audience base for our productions while encouraging wider
community engagement and helping spread awareness of the fantastic work our company
does. We have already seen encouraging early engagement, but this is something we will
continue working hard to promote further.

It is a fantastic gift idea for family members, friends, or anyone who enjoys supporting local
theatre. We greatly appreciate your continued help promoting this initiative. And as
always...

If you have ideas on how we can improve or grow this further...

Please share them with us.

Production Teams

As we look toward the future of our productions, the committee has begun taking a slightly
different approach to how we appoint production teams.

Some of you may already have seen that we have recently started advertising openly for
both musical and play production teams for upcoming productions. This approach is an
important step forward for us.

We believe these opportunities should be available to a wider range of people so that we
continue operating transparently, avoid becoming static in our approach, and ensure we
continue attracting the right expertise, fresh ideas and new creative talent into the company.

We also recognise the importance of supporting emerging directors and helping people
develop their skills within the organisation. Applications will therefore continue to be open to
both existing members and external candidates alike for productions moving forward.

We introduced this approach for School of Rock, and | am pleased to say it worked
extremely well. This will continue to be our approach going forward.

That being said...

This does not remove the committee’s ability to approach Directors directly when
circumstances require it and where it is felt necessary for the wider interests of the club.

So in short...
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Transparency, opportunity and flexibility.

And hopefully slightly fewer committee headaches.

First Aiders

The safety and well-being of our members remains incredibly important to us.
We are continually looking to expand our team of qualified first aiders within the club.

Recently Jo, Zander and Jamie attended a first aid course organised by LAMP alongside
participants from a number of other societies.

| am delighted to report they all passed. Which is excellent news. Mainly because now if any
of us collapse during tech week, we know who to run toward.

A huge congratulations to all three of you.

We are always looking for more members to join our first aid team, so if you already hold a
valid certificate or are interested in becoming involved, please let Pam know.

Play Reading Committee

We continue to move forward with our Play Reading Committee, which remains an important
part of helping us identify future productions and creative opportunities for the company.

I would like to thank everyone who contacted me in response to the email | sent out in March
regarding continuing involvement. A special thank you goes to Judith and Kate, who have
kindly agreed to continue leading the group. Thank you both for your continued commitment
and support.

And if anyone else would like to become involved in reading scripts and helping shape future
productions...

Please let us know. Although fair warning...

You may discover very quickly that reading dozens of scripts makes you unexpectedly
opinionated about punctuation.

Players Pals

This year we introduced our Players Pals concept, and | want to take a moment to thank
everyone who has supported this initiative. This was created as a way of allowing every
member to become involved in helping the club in whatever way they feel able. Whether that
has been supporting events, helping with set building, front of house duties, backstage
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assistance, transporting equipment, or simply volunteering time where needed, it has been
incredibly valuable.

The reality is that clubs like ours survive not simply because of those performing under the
spotlight but because of the people quietly doing the hundreds of jobs around the edges that
allow everything else to happen.

To everyone who has contributed through Players Pals, thank you. Your time and support is
genuinely appreciated.

Acknowledgements

I now want to take some time to acknowledge and thank several individuals who deserve
special recognition.

This year we have two committee members stepping down.
Firstly, Louise Fairnie.

Louise, | want to thank you sincerely for your years of commitment, leadership and support
to Livingston Players.

On a personal level, | particularly want to thank you for being my sounding board as |
stepped into the role of President. Your support, encouragement and guidance have meant
an enormous amount to me throughout my first year, and | am incredibly grateful.

Secondly, Abbie Fairnie.

Abbie, thank you for the incredible support you have given the club over so many years.
Your work with sound, visuals and projections across what | believe has been 32
productions is an extraordinary contribution to this company.

Thank you for supporting our committee through your work with social media, merchandise,
Friends of Livingston Players, make-up workshops, and for helping Jamie and Zander learn
the technical sound and visuals side of productions.

We truly appreciate everything you have contributed and wish you every success in your
next adventures.

Committee Members

To my committee colleagues...
Thank you.

As this has been my first year as President, stepping into this role naturally came with a lot
of responsibility. The support each of you has given me throughout this year has been
invaluable.
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It is incredibly reassuring to know that we are working together positively, collaboratively and
with a shared vision for the future of the club. | genuinely appreciate the support, advice and
encouragement each of you has provided.

We are doing fantastic work together, and | look forward to continuing that journey with all of
you.

Thank you.

Backstage Teams

To our backstage teams...
Quite simply...
The show really does not go on without you.

While audiences see the performances on stage, what they often do not see is the
enormous amount of work happening behind the scenes to make productions look polished,
professional and seamless.

And usually fixing disasters the rest of us have created approximately thirty seconds before
curtain up.

The time, effort and dedication you all give to this company is extraordinary.

Thank you for everything you do.

Members

And finally, to all our members.

Thank you for performing.

Thank you for volunteering.

Thank you for supporting productions.

Thank you for helping at events.

And thank you for continuing to help keep this company doing what it does best...
Entertaining people and bringing theatre to our community.

This club exists because of its members.

And | hope every single one of you knows how valued and appreciated you are.
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Special Congratulations

There are several people | would also like to congratulate this evening.

Firstly, Steve Collier, who was awarded the National Operatic and Dramatic Association
(NODA) Commendation Award during All Shook Up.

This award recognised Steve’s incredible contribution in photographing productions for the
company since 2006. Steve, thank you for your long-standing commitment and everything
you continue to do for us.

Secondly, Abbie Fairnie, who was also presented with a special thank you during All Shook
Up in recognition of her many years of service and outstanding contribution to the company.

Congratulations also go to Lauren Clarke, who welcomed baby Ava in February.
Congratulations to you, Reece, Steve Clarke and all the family on your wonderful new
arrival.

We also want to congratulate Jo Roberton and Andrew Brown, who will be getting married
this July. We wish you both a wonderful wedding day and every happiness for the future
together.

Congratulations to Chiara Loia and Lisa, who will also be getting married in September. We
wish you both every happiness as you begin this exciting new chapter together.

Apparently love really has been in the air at Livingston Players this year. Which is lovely...

And lastly to Scott Glidden who will graduate on Friday with a Software Engineering
Degree, well done Scott for navigating your way through that when also taking part in ASU.

Looking Forward

As we look ahead to the future, we have some incredibly exciting productions coming up.
Our musical productions for 2027 have now been confirmed.

In May 2027, our adult musical production will be Chess and in September 2027, we will
stage the youth musical production of Les Misérables marking the 10-year anniversary
since we last performed this incredible show.

We are currently in the process of confirming production teams for both shows, and all will
be revealed very soon.

Looking ahead to 2028, we will also begin consulting members regarding suggestions for
future productions. Scott will be leading on this so please keep an eye out for further
information.

It is incredibly important to us that members continue helping shape the future direction of
this company.
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Obituaries

Before | close this evening, | would like to take a moment to remember members of our
Livingston Players family who sadly passed away this year.

It is with great sadness that we remember:

Sue Rankine
Paul Wandless
Jinty Ramsay

All three were valued members of our wider theatrical family and will be remembered fondly.

At this point, | would like to ask everyone to take a quiet moment in recognition and
remembrance.

Pause

Thank you all.

Closing Remarks

And so, as | bring my very first President’s AGM report to a close...

Firstly, | want to thank every one of you for coming along this evening. | will admit, preparing
my first AGM address as President has been a little nerve-wracking...Alright, quite a lot
nerve-wracking. But standing here tonight and reflecting on everything we have achieved
together over the last year has reminded me of one very important thing.

This club is extraordinary.

We have incredible talent, dedicated volunteers, people who give countless hours both on
stage and behind the scenes, and above all, a community that continues to support one
another and build something truly special together. | am genuinely proud to serve as
President of Livingston Players, and incredibly proud of everything we have achieved this
year.

The future ahead is exciting. There will always be challenges, but there will also always be
the passion, creativity, commitment and determination that has kept this company thriving for
over 55 years. And | have absolutely no doubt that together we will continue building on
that success. So for now... Thank you for your support. Thank you for listening and thank
you for making my first year as President such a memorable one. | will now hand you back
to Elizabeth.
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