Kilbarchan Agricultural Society Financial Report 2025

The first event of the year was the traditional Whist Drive, held on 31st January 2025. It enjoyed a good turnout and provided a pleasant social evening for all who attended. Following the competition, guests enjoyed a lovely supper and the opportunity to catch up with friends. The Homecraft members, with contributions from Show members, once again did a terrific job organising this event.
Kilbarchan Lilias Day was held on Saturday, 7th June, in Kilbarchan Public Park. Members of the Society, along with additional volunteers, once again ran our tea, coffee, and home baking stall with great success. It is now well established that our members assist with the gates on the day, while members of the Lilias Day Committee are happy to assist at our Annual Show. This arrangement is of huge benefit to both organisations and is very much appreciated. It is an excellent example of community spirit and cooperation between local events.
In the lead-up to the Annual Show on 28th June, our thanks once again go to the Malcolm family for their continued support in providing the show field in excellent condition. The weather forecast was, to say the least, unfavourable. However, lessons learned in 2024 regarding livestock ring improvements, together with the purchase of additional equipment, proved beneficial. Further ideas are still needed to enhance the children's activity area within the show field. As always, the willingness of members and volunteers to assist with the set-up created a positive atmosphere and helped ensure a successful start to the event.
The Society continues to receive tremendous financial support from patrons, sponsors, advertisers, class sponsors, and donors. This support is invaluable and greatly appreciated. With increasing costs, these contributions help us maintain the tradition of a rural community show. This year, a significant saving was achieved thanks to a benefactor who covered the cost of facilities, a gesture that is very much appreciated by all Trustees.
The weather once again surprised everyone on Show Day and held up remarkably well. Visitor numbers improved on last year, although the uncertain forecast may still have influenced attendance. Entries were good overall, although cattle numbers were lower than usual. The sheep and Homecraft sections were particularly busy, which was encouraging to see, while the Light Horse section experienced a decline in entries once again. Local crafters enjoyed a successful day, and the show exhibits, vintage tractors, and trade stands proved popular attractions.
Our volunteers, both longstanding and new, have brought energy and fresh ideas that ensured the smooth running of not only the main event but also our additional social activities. The evolving nature of our engagements has strengthened the fabric of the Society and enabled us to build stronger connections among members and with the wider community.
This year, the Society was also pleased to make donations to the Royal Highland Educational Trust and West Renfrewshire Young Farmers, both registered charities.
Our final event of the year, the Autumn Coffee Morning, held on Saturday, 4th October, was once again a great success. It provided a warm and friendly atmosphere and proved to be our most successful fundraising event for some time, allowing us to round off the year on a positive note.
The Society is making excellent progress in restoring its finances to a healthier position. This strengthens our ability to organise traditional rural community events, promote social engagement, and support education relating to food, farming, and the countryside.
Rae McIntyre


