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1. PRESIDENT’S REPORT
Dr. Laurie Brinklow, University of Prince Edward Island, Canada 
I am happy to be bringing you this President’s Report from Prince Edward Island, located on Canada’s Atlantic coast. This is the first time we’ve hosted the AGM online, following a change in bylaws. Previously we held our general meetings biennially, in conjunction with our Islands of the World conferences. Now we are able to host a virtual meeting in the years between conferences. I am grateful for the technology that allows this to happen. 
In 2024 we reported at the Lombok Conference that our next conferences will be held on JaeEun Island, Shinan County, South Korea, in 2026; in Curacao, Caribbean, in 2027; in Gozo, Malta, in 2028; and in Yokohama, Japan, in 2029. Although not the first time we’ve had two IOW conferences in back-to-back years, this is the first time we’ll be doing four, due to fabulous expressions of interest from all four bidders. 
Today we’ll hear from hosts from 2028, 2027, and 2026. I’m looking forward to hearing updates from you all! In advance of our 2026 conference in South Korea, Anica, Sarah, Adam, and I were invited to check out the venue and to meet the organizing committee this past May. We were delighted to be treated to some amazing hospitality from our hosts Sun Kee, Jae-Eun and all the partners involved. As reported in our last newsletter, the experience was second-to-none, and I know you will not be disappointed.
Other big news from this past year was finally being able to receive membership payments online – which led to making this AGM possible as, beyond our lifelong memberships, we had no members! So, a huge thank you goes to Bobby and Adam for figuring out the technology to make it work. I am happy to report that we now have nearly 80 annual and lifetime members. A huge thank you goes to newsletter editor Anica and all the people who contributed to two editions, submitting their stories, photos, and events. Thanks to Anna and Sarah who kept the website and social media networks vibrant and up to date. And we also thank editors of and contributors to Island Studies Journal, ISISA’s official journal. Your efforts have made it truly a gem of a world-class journal. Over the past year we have also worked to build our connections and collaborations with other island-focused organisations such as the Small Islands Culture Research Initiative (SICRI) and the IGU Islands Commission. Thank you to all who have helped enrich those discussions. I look forward to seeing where they will lead.

I would like to thank the Executive members for their dedication to ISISA and for all their hard work this past year. They are Sarah Nimfhür, Vice-President; Anna Baldacchino, Secretary; Bobby MacAulay, Treasurer; Anica Čuka, Newsletter Editor; ordinary members Ayana Ginoza, Adam Grydehøj, Rose-Marie Azzopardi; and co-opted member Tomislav Oroz (who was part of the Zadar 2022 conference’s organizing committee, along with Anica). We look forward to starting the nomination process early in 2026 as we will be looking for new members to take on some of these roles. Watch for the announcement! 
And, finally, I thank all the members who help make this organization the success that it is. Thanks for showing up and for contributing to the growing knowledge and understandings of islands worldwide. We couldn’t do it without you. 
Looking forward to seeing you all next year in South Korea!


2. TREASURER’S REPORT (FY 2025)
Dr. Bobby Macaulay, University of the Highlands and Islands, Scotland

ASSETS 
● Natwest Current- £1,938.40 
● Natwest Reserve- £10,700.42 
● Stripe- £2,647.23 3 
● Total- £15,286.05 




3. EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE (FY 2025)

	Laurie Brinklow		
	President

		Sarah Nimfhür		
	Vice-President

		Anna Baldacchino			
	Secretary

		Bobby Macaulay				
	Treasurer

		Rose Marie Azzopardi		
	Ordinary Member

			Anica Čuka
	Ordinary Member

			Ayana Ginoza	
	Ordinary Member

			Adam Grydehøj
	Ordinary Member

	Tomislav Oroz
	Co-opted Member
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4. MINUTES of the Annual General Meeting of the International Small Islands Studies Association (ISISA) 
Held virtually via Zoom on Tuesday, 23rd September 2025, from 13.00-14.00 (CEST)
Item 1: Welcome, Introductions 
ISISA President Laurie Brinklow (LB) welcomed the participants and officially opened the Annual General Meeting (AGM) by asking participants to briefly present themselves. The members present included: 

Laurie Brinklow President (in the Chair) 
Sarah Nimführ Vice-President 
Anna Baldacchino Secretary 
Bobby Macaulay Treasurer 
Anica Čuka Executive Member and Newsletter Editor 
Adam Grydehøj Executive Member 
Rosemarie Azzopardi Executive Member 
Andrew Jennings 
Beate Ratter 
Godfrey Baldacchino 
Huan Zhang 
Jae-Eun Kim 
Jan Petzold 
Jennie Teasdale 
Jens Westerskov Andersen 
Jorn Fricke
Nick Lu 
Noburu Zama 
Renske Pin 
Samantha Kim 
Sissal T Dahl 
Stefano Malatesta 
Stephen A Royle 
Sun-Kee Hong 
Tommy Larsen Segerlind 

Item 2: Approval of Agenda 
The agenda for the AGM was made available to all members via email 15 days prior to the meeting and was approved by those present (Proposer: Godfrey Baldacchino; (Seconder: Rosemarie Azzopardi). 

Item 2: Approval of Minutes of last ISISA General Meeting in Lombok Indonesia on June 29th 2024. 
The minutes were sent to all members via email in due time before the AGM and were approved unanimously. 

Item 3: President’s report – (Laurie Brinklow) 
LB says this was the first time that ISISA has organised an online AGM following a change in its statute. Previously, general meetings were held biennially, in conjunction with the ‘Islands of the World’ conferences. Now, thanks to the enabling technology, ISISA is able to host a virtual meeting in the years between conferences. 

Amongst other things, LB thanked Andrew Jennings for his work as treasurer and thanked Bobby Macauley for stepping in. 

LB mentioned the upcoming ISISA conferences approved for the next 4 years: 2026 in South Korea, 2027 in Curacao, Caribbean, 2028 in Gozo, Malta and 2029 in Yokohama, Japan. A representative of the respective organising teams of the 2026, 2027 and the 2028 conferences will be giving a brief presentation about the conferences during this AGM. 

LB talked about the visit to South Korea where some of the ISISA Executive Board members met with the ISISA 2026 organising team. 

Laurie Brinklow said in her report that ISISA finally can receive memberships again and the paying platform is now working again. We have 80 annual and lifetime members at present. 

LB thanked various individuals who helped along the way during the past year – newsletter, Website, Media. 

Lastly, LB mentioned that there will be an election for a new ISISA Executive Board during the next AGM which will be held as part of the South Korea ISISA conference. 

The report was approved (Proposer: Godfrey Baldacchino; Seconder: Adam Grydehøj). The motion was passed unanimously. 

Item 4: Treasurer’s report – (Bobby Macaulay)
Bobby Macaulay (BM) presented the Treasurer’s report. He apologised for the delay in getting the membership payment platform up and running. It was a long process. 
STRIPE is now being used instead of PayPal as that was not working for ISISA anymore. BM reported that ISISA now has almost 100 members. 
He also talked about ISISA’s bank account which bears a balance of £15,286.05. Here is a breakdown: 
● Natwest Current- £1,938.40 
● Natwest Reserve- £10,700.42 
● Stripe- £2,647.23 3 
● Total- £15,286.05 

Membership fees remain unchanged. BM mentioned that he will be working on setting up a way that members will be notified when their membership is about to expire. When Bobby Macauley finished reporting, LB mentioned that students’ scholarships are sponsored with ISISA’s money for the various conferences that it holds, matched with contributions by the conference organisers.
The Treasurer’s report was approved. (Proposer: Andrew Halliday; Seconder: Jan Petzold) The motion was passed unanimously. 

Item 5 – 2028 ISISA Conference in Gozo, Malta – Godfrey Baldacchino (GB) 
GB gave some details about the conference: Dates 26-30 June 2028; the theme of the conference will be: Island studies comes of age. GB said that the conference has the support of the Gozo Tourism Association and the Ministry for Gozo. 

When GB talked about accommodation he mentioned the wide range of hotels and AirBnB options in Gozo. Transportation (buses, ride hailing services) is affordable and easy to use. All necessary info will be available on the dedicated website in due course. 
Item 6: 2027 ISISA Conference in Curacao, Dutch Caribbean – Renske Pin (RP) 
RP presented the dates for this conference: 6–10 June. She said that participants would be visiting other islands during the conference. RP mentioned that connectivity should be okay as there are 22 direct flights to Curacao, and then it is a 15 mins drive to the city centre where the venue of the conference will be. RP introduced the organising team and various universities and entities supporting them. She also told us briefly what the programme would look like including various activities in the community. When mentioning accommodation RP said that there are around 60 hotels within walking distance. 

Item 7 – 2026 ISISA Conference in Shinan County South Korea – https://www.2026isisa.kr/2026isisa/01.html - SK Hong and Jae-Eun Kim (SKH and JEK) 
SKH said that the organising team is preparing avidly for the conference. He mentioned the Call for Papers, now published, and said that they have not yet received many abstracts yet.
JEK talked about the conference homepage that is active and that the ISISA conference has also been advertised in the ISISA newsletter. She talked about the deadlines for abstracts/proposals which are now being accepted by 30November 2025. JEK talked briefly about the excursions. JEK mentioned that there will be accommodation on Jae-Eun Island, Shinan County where the conference will be taking place but transportation might prove to be a bit difficult to get to the island. However, the organising team is working on transportations arrangements to be in place before the conference is due. JEK also mentioned that during the conference a Piano festival organised by the municipality government will be taking place. She encouraged us to visit the homepage for further details. Anica Čuka, now president of the Islands Commission of the International Geographical Union, mentioned that there will be an IGU session during this ISISA conference. 
Item 8: Other business – Jenny Teasdale (JT)
JT talked about her book: Island Gardens. Her plan is to have it launched at the ISISA South Korea Conference. JT said that there are 42-chapter writers and 71 authors. 
Item 9: Vote of Thanks and Adjournment President Laurie Brinklow extended her thanks and gratitude to all members present for the AGM and said that the next AGM will be held as part of the ISISA conference in South Korea. LB mentioned that it might be a hybrid meeting so that those who are not able to attend the conference will still be able to take part in the AGM. 
With no further business to discuss, the meeting was adjourned. 
Minutes taken by Anna Baldacchino (Secretary)
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