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Once again a busy and productive year for all involved in the group resulted in the award of a Gold Medal and Category winner in the Urban Category at the Keep Scotland Beautiful awards in September. This year the award ceremony was carried out by Zoom.
Following on from the notification at the beginning of 2024 of the South Lanarkshire Council  cut backs for 2025 the group were able to obtain sponsorship for 14 hanging baskets, a wooden barrel and a shop planter.
The Council are still maintaining the War Memorial area ,cutting the grass in certain areas and maintaining the bed at The Cross.
The group have now adopted several areas to look after including The Gateway, the 3 cans roundabout, the entrance to Cofthead Park, the planters at David Milne Centre, the two small beds at the car park beside Tunnocks, the bed beside the library and the triangle at Kylepark entrance.
Throughout the spring and summer months the village was decorated with hanging baskets, barrier baskets and mangers supplied by Rosebank Garden Centre.
The 15 large black planters about the village were updated where necessary with a mixture of bulbs, perennial and bedding plants. Plants that have become too big for the planters are moved to other parts of the village, like the station beds.
Local businesses purchased hanging baskets and tubs for display outside their business.
During the summer months some of the volunteers meet at least on a Monday night for the likes of planting, watering, and general tidy up round the village. 
Following on from the extensive work undertaken by Network Rail at the station the group have continued to improve the area by planting perennials, climbers and summer bedding. A compost bin has been erected at the station and 5 large grey planters have been purchased and filled with a mixture of plants.
Throughout the year there has been the ongoing planting and maintenance of trees about the village.
There have been numerous litter picks throughout the year by individuals, organised by the group, uniformed organisations and local businesses.
The annual litter pick by pupils from Uddingston Grammar school, members of Brighter Bothwell, the Community Champion of Tesco and staff of South Lanarkshire Council took place in June.
The Christmas fayre was again well supported. Thanks to all who took part including the Salvation Army, local dance school, pupils from the local primary schools, local churches and businesses. It was great to welcome the support from the local people.
Again this year in May we held a successful plant sale, which was again helped by the fantastic weather. Plants were supplied by Rosebank Garden Centre and some perennials brought on by one of our members.
The group attended St Johns primary school fete and a picnic event held by the Chapel.
During the year we have continued to work with the Eco committee at St Johns primary school in joint partnership with a local business.
We are delighted that our work with the local schools and nurseries is continuing to grow.
This year we were again privileged for some of the group to be invited to the Kings Garden Party at Holyrood.
In September South Lanarkshire Council offered to award a grant under the Local Action Fund Grant Award scheme to Grow Uddingston for £25,000 to support the delivery of three projects namely, an orchard, a community garden and the Heritage Trail. The award has been accepted by the group and work on all of the projects will be undertaken during the next year.
The group have been nominated to be awarded The Kings Award for Voluntary Service and we should hear if we have been successful in the next couple of months.
I personally cannot thank the volunteers enough for all their time and help in keeping the village looking great.

Anona Fraser
Chairperson



 
