Gardenstown Playschool End of Year Accounts March 2025- February 2026
Charity Number: SC005909

Attached are the accounts for Gardenstown Playschool and we hope that as our independent examiner you will be able to sign these off. 

Gardenstown Playschool is a charity, committee run, Playschool made up of parents who are responsible for staffing and organising the business. We submit our yearly accounts to our regulatory body OSCR. Aberdeenshire Council provides funding for children that are eligible for the government scheme of funded childcare to those aged 3 and over. Whilst this funding is invaluable to the Playschool, we also rely on other forms of income such as the fees paid by our attending children under the age of 3, the fundraising that we partake in over the course of the year and the very generous donations we receive from the local community. 

The Playschool had a strong year of fundraising and donations. It is with thanks to the collective effort of our playschool parents, committee members, staff and supporters that the Playschool was able to strengthen its financial position this year. The following is a break down of the goings on at Playschool this year and a more detailed description of these fundraising efforts. 

Spring 2025
In May, we enhanced our Sensory Room using our Windfarm grant, adding a sensory table with back lights and interchangeable space and forest inlays. Children enjoy exploring loose parts on the table. The Playschool Pre-School children also began transition visits to Bracoden Primary School, where pupils and teachers warmly welcomed the Playschool children. 

Summer 2025
During the summer months, the sunnier weather allows the children to spend more time outdoors. As part of our transition programme, the Playschool joined Bracoden Primary School for a joint Sports Day, which was great fun and where many people commented on how well the playschool children took part. 

Located just outside the coastal village of Gardenstown, the Playschool values the strong community spirit. In June, the children visited the beach to learn about local sea life and take part in a beach clean-up. At the end of the school year children on to Primary 1 received a school jumper and a personalised homework pack from Gardenstwon Village Action Committee, for which the Playschool is very grateful. 

June also brought our colour fun run fundraiser where the children run a race across the sports track on the school grounds. After this the children were given a pair of sunglasses and a packet of coloured powder to throw. Children are encouraged to wear white as this shows up the coloured powder best. This is always a popular and very enjoyable activity for the children. 

The playschool was visited by two members of the Happy Little Tunes company who conducted a hands-on singing and dancing session with the children. This involved a practical music experience with lots of musical instruments. 

During the summer, the playschool hosted a week at the pop-up community café near the harbour in Gardenstown. Run by volunteers with donated baking, this pop-up café allows the charities to keep all the profits. For the Playschool this was just over £7,000 which for staff wages, rent and supplies. Before the holidays, the children transformed the “house corner” into their own café, inspired by the popular harbour café. 

During the school holidays the local community showed its kindness once more to the playschool with a barbeque fundraiser. The barbeque was hosted by the local church with live music and a chat from the minister. The church also organised games and a treasure hunt for the children. This resulted in a generous donation of £577.65. 

In August Playschool saw a large intake of children bringing our roll up to 29 children. Playschool introduced a new “world map” in the back room which has been used to discuss where everyone went during their holidays. 

The playschool has been making the most of the summer weather by introducing a Tuesday Forest session. The children love their outdoor snacks and freedom to play. On one occasion they collected brambles then enjoyed mashing them and spreading them on toasted bread for their snack. 

Autumn 2025
The Playschool children worked hard learning harvest songs to sing at the local sheltered housing. They also brought in a wide variety of donations to go towards the Harvest Thanksgiving Hamper. This Hamper was presented to the sheltered housing residents. 

Throughout the Autumn term the Playschool had many discussions about fire safety. The children made “guys” for the fire made of hay and burnt them later. They also had a go using a lit sparkler which had been stuck into a carrot to be held safely. Playschool had a great visit from the WellyWalkers from Portsoy and had a lovely trip to the woods. 

Winter 2025
The Playschool organised some winter fundraisers over the festive period. We aim to have various events to give back to the community for all the support we receive. In light of this, we held a craft fayre where local artisans were able to show and sell their creations with a donation to the Playschool. The playschool also invited Father Christmas to attend, where the children could come and meet him and receive a treat. Lots of the Playschool children came along and enjoyed meeting Father Christmas and doing a few crafts organised by the Playschool staff. The fayre was a great success and raised £630. 

Another popular fundraiser was Christmas card making. The Playschool help the children to make a festive design and then use a printing company to turn the pictures into cards that the parents could purchase. This endeavour brought in £40. 

The children did a wonderful job recreating the nativity for the parents to watch. They sang Christmas songs and refreshments were provided for everyone. There was a generous donation of £131 collected from this event. 

Throughout the year we are very fortunate to receive donations from the community. Donation boxes in the local corner shops brought in a good amount of £90.76. In addition to this, the pub in the village hosts a weekly quiz. On a regular rotation the proceeds from this is donated to the playschool generating £157.

We have a Contingency Fund with the Bank of Scotland that contains all costs for closure fees, including staff redundancies, to cover outstanding bills and also to cancel our contract with Croner – our HR support team. We have a further Bank of Scotland checking account which our HR support  receive their direct debit from along with all costs associated with Fundraising/ Donations and Playschool necessities. Our final account is with the Virgin bank and this is used for the payment of staff wages, including NT and Tax contribution (Inland Revenue – HMRC Cumbernauld) and NEST (Pension payments) Our direct debit for our phone/internet bill also is linked to this account. In addition, non-funded children’s fees are also paid into this account. Any cash donations made direct to the playschool or from organised fundraisers are paid into the bank at the first available opportunity. 

















Gardenstown Playschool End of Year Summary Bank Balances 
	
	2023-2024
	2024-2025
	2025-2026

	Opening Total
	£79,532.25
	£61,952.43
	£55,755.03

	Surplus/Deficit
	-£17,579.82
	-£6,197.40
	£41,942.37

	Closing Cash
	£61,952.43
	£55,755.03
	£97,697.40

	
Bank and Cash

	
	
	

	Treasurers Account
	£10,634.98
	£23,093.66
	£23,433.72

	Contingency Fund
	£19,457.59
	£19,681.26
	£19,822.63

	Virgin (Wages)
	£31,859.86
	£12,980.11
	£54,441.05

	Petty Cash
	£0
	£0
	£0

	Total
	£61,952.43
	£55,755.03
	£97,697.40


































Statements of Receipts and payments for year ending 28.02.2026

	
	2024 Total
	2025 Total
	2026 Total

	INCOME
	
	
	

	Aberdeenshire Council Funding
	£80,921.21
	£74,729.47
	£84,320.35

	Fundraisers/Donations
	£21,579.46
	£29,510.77
	£50,602.38

	Interest Income
	£97.59
	£223.67
	£141.37

	Parent Fee Payment
	£7,104.25
	£13,281.91
	£36,349.47

	Total Income
	£109,702.51
	£117,745.82
	£171,413.57

	
	
	
	

	EXPENSES
	
	
	

	Bank Service Charge
	£34.00
	£40.20
	£258.57

	HMRC
	£8,902.91
	£14,056.13
	£9,351.95

	Insurance
	(included in subscriptions)
	£870.28
	(Included in Professional fees)

	License and Permits
	£78.11
	£120.69
	£156.20

	Outside Services
	n/a
	£385.00
	£130.00

	Payroll Expenses
	£83,341.48
	£82,839.98
	£89,272.11

	Pension Costs
	£6,786.47
	£6,164.72
	£6,341.23

	Playschool Expenses
	£941.08
	£701.58
	£1,243.45

	Playschool Supplies
	£6,206.64
	£4,185.27
	£3,084.81

	Professional Fees
	£4842.56
	£4,771.28
	£5,110.64

	Rent
	£13,740.23
	£8,342.16
	£13,129.00

	Subscriptions
	£994.12
	£150.00
	£150.00

	Uniform
	£362.05
	£340.00
	£441.80

	Utilities
	£1052.68
	£975.93
	£801.44

	Total Expenses
	£127,282.33
	£123,943.22
	£129,471.20

	Surplus/Deficit
	-£17,579.82
	-£6,197.40
	£41,942.37

















Gardenstown Playschool End of Year Accounts March 2025- February 2026
Committee Members Signatures 

	Marnie Yuill
	

	Shona Youngman
	

	Melanie McLoed
	

	Morag Buwert
	

	Ashleigh Thompson
	

	Danielle Brown
	

	Dawn Geddes
	

	Emma Martin
	

	Jayne Buchan
	

	Jemma-Rose Nicol
	

	Leanne Reid
	

	Louise Meekham
	

	Natasha Mutch
	

	Stephanie West 
	



