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	Trustees’ Annual Report for the period

	
	
	Period start date
	
	Period end date

	
	
	Day
	Month
	Year
	
	Day
	Month
	Year

	
	From
	1st
	Nov
	2024
	To
	31 
	Oct 
	2025

	Office of the Scottish Charity Regulator
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	


	Reference and administration details


	Charity name
	
	Friends of Strathaven Castle

	Other names charity is known by
	
	FoSC

	Registered charity number
	
	 SCSC052866

	Charity’s principal address
	
	C/O 4A Station Road, Strathaven, South Lanarkshire  ( address of Jan Dawson, Chair)

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	
	Postcode - ML10 6BE


Names of the charity trustees on date of approval of Trustees’ Annual Report

	
	Trustee name
	Office (if any)
	Dates acted if 
not for whole year
	Name of person 
(or body) entitled to 
appoint trustee (if any)

	1
	Jan Dawson
	Chair
	
	

	2
	Jeremy Osborne
	Vice Chair
	
	

	3
	Andy Sandilands 
	Trustee
	
	

	4
	Ann Frances Wildman
	Treasurer
	
	

	5
	Mary McCabe 
	Secretary
	
	

	6
	
	
	
	

	7
	
	
	
	

	8
	
	
	
	

	9
	
	
	
	

	10
	
	
	
	

	11
	
	
	
	

	12
	
	
	
	

	13
	
	
	
	

	14
	
	
	
	

	15
	
	
	
	

	16
	
	
	
	

	17
	
	
	
	

	18
	
	
	
	

	19
	
	
	
	

	20
	
	
	
	


1

APPENDIX 1


	Reference and administration details


Names of all other charity trustees during the period, if any, (for example, those who resigned part way through the financial period)

	Name
	Dates acted if not for whole year

	N/A
	

	
	

	
	


	Structure, governance and management


	Type of governing document
	

	Trustee recruitment and appointment
	None to note


	Objectives and activities


	Charitable purposes
	Restoration and access: To encourage the prompt restoration of Strathaven Castle and support its opening to the public.
Funding and planning: To secure financial support and assist with strategic planning for the monument’s long-term preservation and development.
Community and economic benefit: To promote the castle as a local attraction that benefits the community and supports the local economy.
Nature and interpretation: To establish and promote the monument as an inclusive nature reserve, supported by appropriate interpretation features.



	Summary of the main activities 
in relation to these objects
	Friends of Strathaven Castle (FoSC) works to preserve, maintain and develop Strathaven Castle, also known as Avondale Castle. This medieval Scheduled Ancient Monument in central Strathaven is an important community landmark, connecting residents and visitors with local heritage as part of the Strathaven Heritage Trail. FoSC’s work supports wellbeing, encourages local engagement and contributes to the town’s economy. The board guides these activities and oversees the organisation’s finances through regular meetings.
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	Achievements and performance 


	Summary of the main achievements of the charity during the financial period
	The Friends of Strathaven Castle group made strong early progress by establishing its core governance and charitable status, including signing the constitution, opening a bank account, setting out an initial vision and mission, joining SCVO, and registering as a Scottish charity.
The group also began building key partnerships with organisations and stakeholders, including Historic Environment Scotland, South Lanarkshire Council, Strathaven and Glassford Community Council, and Town Mill contacts. Support and advocacy were strengthened through interventions by Joani Reid MP and Mairi McAllan MSP.
The steering group was completed with the addition of 2 additional members, and initial policies such as safeguarding and privacy were developed. 
Important background documents, including surveys and costing data, were obtained from SLC, while work began on developing the FoSC website. The group also engaged with fundraising opportunities, media activity through radio interviews, and agreed to hold a public information event to raise awareness and involve the wider community.




	Financial review


	Brief statement of the charity’s policy on reserves
	Routine expenses are expected to stay low. Revenue sources could include an FOSC Membership program and grant funding. Currently, funds are minimal and there are no reserves; however, once funding is secured, activities can proceed confidently. Only projects backed by grant funding will be started.


	Details of any deficit
	N/A

	Donated facilities and services (if any)
	N/A
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	Other optional information


	


	Declaration


The trustees declare that they have approved the trustees’ report above. 

Signed on behalf of the charity’s trustees

	Signature(s)

OSCR will accept

digital or typed

signatures
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	Full name(s)
	Ann Frances Wildman
	Jan Dawson

	Position (e.g. Chair)
	Treasurer
	Chair

	Date
	06/07/2026
	06/07/2026
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