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Annual Report for the Year Ended 31 March 2026

The Friends of Duddingston Primary School trustees have the pleasure in presenting their annual report together with the financial statements for the year ended 31 March 2026

Reference and Administrative Information

Charity name:		The Friends of Duddingston Primary School

Charity no:			SC044754

Address:			Duddingston Primary School
				70A Duddingston Road
				Edinburgh 
				EH15 1SW

2025/2026 Trustees:	Kathleen Vaughn (Chair)
				Greg Reid (Treasurer)
				Tulin MacLennan (Co- Secretary)
				Louise Downing (Co-Secretary)
				Karen McCay (Deputy Head Teacher) 
Claire Ireland (Principal Teacher & Support for Learning Teacher)
				Ellen Grunewald	
						

Structure, Governance and Management

Constitution 

The Charity is a Scottish Charitable Incorporated Organisation (SCIO) registered on 20 March 2014.  

Appointment of Trustees 

The structure of the organisation consists of the charity trustees who are also the organisation’s only members and comprise the organisation’s Board.  Membership of the Board is open to all parents, carers, guardians, relatives or staff associated with the school, its community organisations for the local community in general. There must be a minimum of five and a maximum of twelve trustees and the Board meets every two – three months.  The Trust held 5 meetings over the year (in April 25, June 25, August 25, December 25, February 26). 

The Trust held it’s AGM December 2025. All post holders stood down and were re-appointed back into their previous roles. 

A recruitment campaign was attempted in the new year, with information shared in the school newsletter but no new members came forward at that time. 






Objectives and Activities

Charitable Purposes

The purpose of the charity is the advancement of education with two key objectives. The first is advancing the educational experience of children attending Duddingston Primary School, including the Nursery classes, and the second is to provide resources supplementary to Local Authority funding which enhance the educational experience of children at Duddingston Primary School and Nursery.

Activities and Achievements

The charity has been active for twelve years. This is the sixth year the trustees have focused on managing the funds raised from the installation of the solar panels, but this income has been used for the same purposes as in previous years i.e. to enhance the school environment and the experiences of the children that use the school and nursery facilities. 

The priorities of the Trust have remained:

· Managing the income generated from the solar panels installed in February 2020
· Playground / school grounds improvements for outdoor education
· Drama / Theatre / Music
· Inclusion Fund


Solar Panel Project

The 30kW solar PV system installed on the Nursery roof in February 2020 continued to work well during the sixth year of its generation. Quarterly meter readings are submitted to obtain the Feed in Tariff via Good Energy and also used to calculate the income from the City of Edinburgh Council. 

The annual inspection of the installation was conducted in April 2025 and no repairs were needed at that time.  

To raise awareness of the nursery solar panels within the school, a Trust member made a presentation to the Sustainability Group in December, explaining how the panels work and why they benefit the school and the environment. 


Playground / School Grounds Improvements for Outdoor Education

The Trust funded the installation of an outdoor learning cabin in 2022 and were able to complete this project with the installation of raised decking in front of the cabin in May 2023. This area remains a popular and well used space by teachers with their classes, especially in the infant school. The Trust members varnished the decking in late Spring 2025 to ensure the quality of the decking is maintained.  


Gardening mornings were held in September. All parents and carers associated to the school were invited to come along and help. It was nice to have some new parents/ Grandparents join the Trust members for a productive morning of hedge maintenance and willow weaving, bark dispersal.   

School held a Gardening morning on the 30th of October for P1, P2, P6 and P7 pupils. The pupils were planting Spring bulbs which the Trust purchased. Some members of the Trust attended on the day. 

A new sturdy storage unit was purchased for the P1/2 playground to enable safe outdoor storage of the playground equipment. The shed was constructed by The Community Payback Team who have been helping to keep on top of the gardening and grounds maintenance this year. 

Playground materials were purchased to enhance playtimes and lunch breaks. These materials included balls, bats, skipping ropes, bean bags, fidget spinners, clay etc and they were delivered at the request of the ‘Pupil Playground Managers.’ 

Drama/Theatre and Music Enhancement

All pupils benefitted from a drama performance over the year. The P4-7  school pupils enjoyed a performance called ‘Lightening Ridge’, the P1-3 pupils enjoyed ‘A Home for Hamish’ whilst the nursery pupils enjoyed an, “It’s in the bag”, storytelling session. 
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The whole school also enjoyed a trip to the Portobello Pantomime in December. 

[image: ]

Positive Reading Culture- Bookshop outing

The Charitable Trust were happy to purchase a selection of new books for the school library at the request of the library pupil group. As the pictures below show they had a great time selecting them from the local Waterstones Bookshop. 
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Financial Review- 



Plans for the Future Period 

During 2025-26 the Trust members all agreed to endorse the school’s requested annual funding priorities from the solar panel feed in tariff profit to be:

1. Supporting the Imaginate Programme- in school theatre works (£1K)
2. Playground resources (approx. £500)
3. Inclusion fund (£1K)

The solar panels will continue to be a sustainable income for the charity that will help to support our priorities.


Signed.….Kathleen Vaughn	……		Date…05/10/2026

Name……Kathleen Vaughn………		Position …Chair………












Statement of Receipts and Payments for the year ended 31 March 2026
 
 
	
	Unrestricted Funds 
	Restricted Funds 
	Total Year Ended
31/03/2026
	Total Year Ended
31/03/2025

	
	£ 
	£ 
	£
	£

	Receipts: 
	
	
	
	

	Grants (note 4)
	-
	-
	-
	500

	Fundraising 
	-
	-
	-
	-

	Donations 
	-
	-
	-
	-

	Other (Solar income)
	4,137
	-
	4,137
	3,811

	Total Receipts 
	4,137
	-
	4,137
	4,311

	
	
	
	
	

	Payments:
	
	
	
	

	Total Payments (note 5)
	(2,297)
	-
	(2,297)
	(1,995)

	
	
	
	
	

	Surplus for the year 
	1,840
	-
	1,840
	2,316




Statement of Balances – As at 31 March 2026 
 
	 
	Unrestricted Funds 
£ 
	Restricted Funds 
£ 
	Total 
2026
£
	Total 
2025
£ 

	Opening cash at bank and   in hand 
	4,283
	-
	4,283
	1,967

	Surplus for the year 
	1,840
	-
	1,840
	2,316

	Transfers between funds
	-
	-
	-
	

	Closing cash at bank and
in hand 
	6,123
	-
	6,123
	4,283

	 
 
  Bank and Cash Balances 
 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	Unrestricted Funds 
£ 
	Restricted Funds 
£ 
	Total 
2026
£ 
	Total 
2025
£ 

	Bank Account 
	6,123
	-
	6,123
	4283

	Just Giving account 
	-
	-
	-
	-

	Total   
	6,123
	-
	6,123
	4,283


 




	Other assets (for information)
	
	
	Total
2026
£
	Total
2025
£

	Solar panels
	
	
	32,006
	32,006

	Total
	 
	 
	32,006
	32,006





As of 31 March 2026, the charity had no other assets and no liabilities. 

  
Annual report was formally approved by the trustees by email on 01/10/ 2026.

 

Signed ………….…Kathleen Vaughn……………………….	Date……26/10/26………. 
 
Name………………..Kathleen Vaughn……………	Position…Chair ……………….




Notes to the Accountants – for the Year Ended 31 March 2026
 
1. Basis of Accounting 
 
These accounts have been prepared on the Receipts and Payments basis in accordance with the Charities and Trustee Investment (Scotland) Act 2005 and the Charities Accounts (Scotland) Regulations 2006 (as amended).   
 
2. Nature and Purpose of Funds 
 
Unrestricted funds are those that may be used at the discretion of the trustees in furtherance of the objects of the charity.  
 
Restricted funds may only be used for specific purposes. Restrictions arise when specified by the donor or when funds are raised for specific purposes. During the year the charity received no restricted funds
   
3. Trustee Remuneration and Expenses 
 
No remuneration or expenses were paid to any of the trustees or any connected persons during the year.  

 
4. Grants received – one grant was received in 2024/25 
 
	 
	Unrestricted Funds 
£ 
	Restricted Funds 
£ 
	Total 
2026 
£ 
	Total 
2025 
£ 

	         Grants 
	-  
	
	
	  500
 


 

	 
	 
	 
	 
	  


 

 
5.   Cost of charitable activities

	
	       Unrestricted
       Funds 
    £
	Restricted Funds 
£
	
	Total
2026 
£
	Total
2025 
£

	Solar Project
	    873
	
	
	873
	1,553

	Planting/gardening
	    509
	
	
	509
	130

	Nurture Room 
New Books                   
	      97
    182                                        
	
	
	97
182
	-
-

	Play Equipment                        
It’s in the bag                                          
	    186
    450
	
	
	186
450
	312
-

	
	
	
	
	
	

	Total
	     2,297
	
	
	2,297
	1,995









































Independent Examiner's Report to the Trustees

I report on the accounts of the charity for the year ended 31 March 2026, set out on pages 7 to 9.


Respective responsibilities of the Trustees and the Independent Examiner

The charity’s trustees are responsible for the preparation of the accounts in accordance with the terms of the Charities and Trustees Investment (Scotland) Act 2005 and the Charities Accounts (Scotland) Regulations 2006 (as amended). The charity's trustees consider that the audit requirements of Regulation 1O (1) (d) of the Accounts Regulations does not apply. It is my responsibility to examine the accounts as required under 44 (1) (c) of the Act and to state whether particular matters have come to my attention.

Basis of Independent Examiner's Report

My examination is carried out in accordance with Regulation 11 of the 2006 Accounts Regulations. An examination includes a review of the accounting records kept by the charity and a comparison of the accounts presented with those records. It also includes consideration of any unusual items or disclosures in the accounts, and seeks explanations from the Trustees concerning any such matters. The procedures undertaken do not provide all the evidence that would be required in an audit, and consequently I do not express an audit opinion on the view given by the accounts.


Independent Examiner's Statement

In the course of my examination, no matter has come to my attention:

which gives me reasonable cause to believe that in any material respect the requirements;

*	to keep accounting records in accordance with Section 44 (1) (a) of the 2005 Act and Regulation 4 of the 2006 Accounts Regulations.

*	to prepare accounts which accord with the accounting records and comply with Regulation 9 of the 2006 Accounts Regulations.

have not been met; or

to which, in my opinion, attention should be drawn in order to enable a proper understanding of the accounts to be reached.



Name:	Elaine Macadie CA [image: ]

Address:	5b Oakwood Court, Edinburgh, EH12 8WW
Date:		19 October 2026
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The Amazing Show!

Yesterday | s

w a funny butimportant play called ‘Lightning Ridge"
Lightriing Ridige is about a girl called Kelly-Anne who has imaginary friends

called Pobby and Dingen. When she finds out that Pobby and Dingen

aren't real, she gets il and her brother Ashmol ties to find them . | hink the
main themes were loss and grief . The props were put to good use by using

boots with sand in them fo show they lived in Austraia and they used

stones to map out the fown of Lightring Ridge. | do think there could be

more actors because the actor was being Mum, Dad , Kelly-Anne , Ashmol

. Pobby ,Dingen and an Australian miner. The

ume looked looked ke

ascruffy turedo from the 705 and I also thought the set was amazing as
they used an old projector fo put up photos which was really cool. |
definitely recommend the play but people have different opinions and this

is mine

4 stars

Amelia P5b

Our Charitable Trust parent group
confinually fund theatre production visits
for Duddingston. This year a performance
of ‘Lightning Ridge' o P4-7 visited the

school. Here are reviews hot off the press

Lightning Ridge

Yesterday afternoon | saw a tremendous play called Lightning Ridge which
was sad and a bit scary. It followed a brave boy called Ashmol who was
tryingto find his sister, Kelly Anne’s two imaginary friends. The actor was.
amazing because she described the whole story in detail playing characters
extremely well. The setwas cool as it consisted of chairs, an old projector,
old bike and ladder. The costume she was in was an old Australian outback
suitwhich was not the best costume I've ever seen but | liked it. There were
lots of sudden movements and sounds. | would recommend this play to
people who love a little bit of violence and lots of different sounds.

4stars

James PSb
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Our whole school trip to the
Portobello Pantomime,
supported financially by our
arent groups. We were
excited o see one of our
Primary 7s on stage as one of

the dancers!
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