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HUMANIST SOCIETY SCOTLAND

(A COMPANY LIMITED BY GUARANTEE)
TRUSTEES' REPORT (INCLUDING DIRECTOR'S REPORT)

FOR THE YEAR ENDED 31 DECEMBER 2025

The trustees who are also directors of the charity for the purposes of the Companies Act 2006, present their report with the

financial statements of the charity for the year ended 31 December 2025.

The financial statements have been prepared in accordance with the accounting policies set out in note 1 to the financial

statements and comply with the Charity's governing document, the Charities and Trustee Investment (Scotland) Act 2005, the

Charities Accounts (Scotland) Regulations 2006 (as amended), the Companies Act 2006 and "Accounting and Reporting by

Charities: Statement of Recommended Practice applicable to charities preparing their accounts in accordance with the

Financial Reporting Standard applicable in the UK and Republic of Ireland (FRS 102)" (effective 1 January 2019)."

Objectives and activities

The object for which the society is established is the advancement of philosophical belief by:

- Promoting the Society's vision within Scotland, namely, to achieve a Scotland in which the worth, dignity and autonomy of

every person is respected and individual freedom is balanced with social responsibility and a duty of care for future

generations

- Influencing public policy in accordance with the society's vision

- Promoting humanist values

- Promoting democracy and the development and protection of human rights within Scottish civic institutions

- Encouraging ethical and moral problems to be addressed with compassion, knowledge and reason

- Advancing the philosophy that no belief system, religious or otherwise, should have nor expect privilege in the democratic

process, with a view to creating a secular Scotland.

In furtherance of the objects the Society shall endeavour to:

- Promote and establish a secular society

- Promote the provision of secular education

- Promote, provide, and develop humanist ceremonies

- Extend the contributions made by humanists to a wide range of social, civic, and healthcare provision

Maintain, develop, and empower membership of the society to carry out these activities which promote and support the

objects of the society

- Work with other humanist associations (and like-minded organisations) in the UK, Europe and internationally.

The society's day-to-day work is driven by our strategic plan, Cultivating Humanism: Our Strategy for Growth, which was

approved by Trustees in 2024.

Charitable activities

Humanist Society Scotland is the national charity for non-religious people seeking to live an ethical, secular, and rational life.

The Society undertakes activities to meet its mission to 'be the champion for humanism in Scotland' and to realise its vision

for 'a caring and compassionate Scotland.

In 2025, the Society remained dedicated to supporting individuals and families across Scotland by delivering thousands of

humanist ceremonies, marking life's significant moments with meaning and personalisation through our esteemed network of

celebrants. We continued our provision of educational resources, engaged in a diverse array of local and national events, and

continued our advocacy on key issues affecting humanists in Scotland. This report highlights the major initiatives and

achievements undertaken by the charity over the past year.

At the end of 2025, despite challenging cost rises and decline in income, Humanist Society Scotland remains in an overall

strong financial position. Our membership stands at over 13,000 members; an income of £459,586 - a decrease of 2%,

mostly accounting for a decline in demand for wedding services; while expenditure increased by 3% to £529,072 due to

continued inflationary pressures. Total net assets of £354,331 were carried forward to 2026.
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Community and Outreach

Education

In 2025, lumanist Society Scotland continued to support schools throughout Scotland by providing resources to help pupils

learn about humanism and explore non-religious perspectives on ethical issues and philosophical questions. We collaborated

with children's rights charity, Together to advocate for the end of compulsory religious observance in schools, promoting

inclusive education tha: respects all beliefs. We attended the STARME (Scottish Teachers Association for Religious

and Moral Education) Festival of Learning, the only in-person, Scotland-based CLPL opportunity dedicated specifically

to teachers of RME (Religious and Moral Education), RERC (Religious Education in Roman Catholic Schools), and RMPS

(Religious Moral and Philosophical Studies). Additionally, we offered guidance and advice to parents wishing to opt their

children out of religious observance, ensuring that families can make informed decisions about their children's participation in

such activities.

Demystifying Death Week

In May 2025, the Society hosted two Death Cafes to break down some of the taboos and fears around death and hosted a

stall at a Demystifying Death Week event for staff and students at Queen Margaret University, allowing people to share

thoughts, feelings, and personal experiences about mortality. The Society also hosted a special book group to discuss

Ashes To Admin' by Evie King.

Remembrance

In November 2025, Humanist Society Scotland's celebrants participated in Remembrance Day ceremonies across Scotland,

laying wreaths and paying respects to those who have served. Our nvolvement in these events reflects our commitment to

honouring the memory of all individuals who have contributed to our society, irrespective of their beliefs. The Society's Chair
Jennifer Buchan led the Strathclyde University Remembrance Service, and wreaths were also laid at the Stone of

Remembrance at Edinburgh City Chambers, the Paxton Cenotaph, Latheron War Memorial, Wick War Memorial, Wilton Park

in Hawick, in the Edinburgh Garden of Remembrance beside the Scott Monument, and as part of the Strichen Remembrance

Parade.

World Humanist Day

On 21 June 2025, Humanist Society Scotland celebrated World Humanist Day by supporting an afternoon social in Glasgow

and an event celebrating 20 years of humanist weddings in Dundee, reflecting the positive values of humanism and

addressing global concerns of the humanist movement. These activities were made possible through the dedication and

commitment of our volunteers.

Celebration Ceilidh

In November we held a Celebration Ceilidh to celebrate 20 years of legal humanist weddings in Scotland at the Assembly

ROXY in Edinburgh. Since 2005 our celebrants have delivered over 50,000 legal humanist wedding ceremonies. That's over

100,000 рeople who have been able to marry in a way that reflects their love, beliefs and values in a ceremony that was

personal and meaningful to them. Something worth celebrating!

Member Services

Ceremonies

In 2025, our registered Celebrants remained at the heart of life's most significant moments, delivering 3,297 wecding

ceremonies (46% of all Humanist Wedding Ceremonies and 13% of all marriages conducted in Scotland in the year). Our

Celebrants also conducted 1,696 funerals across Scotland and 42 naming ceremonies. Their dedication ensured that

members and the wider public could mark these important occasions with meaningful, personalised ceremonies. The

continued strength of our celebrant network reflects our commitment to making humanist ceremonies accessible to all,

reinforcing our vision of a Scotland where everyone can easily connect with a Humanist Society Scotland celebrant. In June

2025 we celebrated twenty years since the first Humanist marriage n Scotland. Since 2005, Humanist Society Scotland

celebrants have married over 50,000 couples. We introduced our new "These are my Wishes" facility in January which is

accessible via the website. We recruited and trained 12 new funeral and wedding celebrants in the year. Accreditation - We

applied for EHSN (European Humanist Services Network accreditation before the end of the year and should know the

outcome early in 2026.








































