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MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE’S ANNUAL REPORT FOR THE YEAR ENDED 31 DECEMBER 2025


The Management Committee present their report and the financial statements of the Panel for the year ended 31st December 2025


Governing Document
East Dunbartonshire Access Panel is a Scottish Unincorporated Charity (No. SC 042284) governed by its Constitution. 

Appointment of Committee Members
The management committee is elected or re-elected at the annual general meeting. 

Charitable Purposes
The purpose of the Panel is to actively promote the welfare and development of the people of East Dunbartonshire, progressively adopting and implementing policies and legislation aimed at supporting people with disabilities by breaking down the barriers to independent living, through greater access to public places, buildings and the built environment, and the fullest possible participation in all spheres of the East Dunbartonshire community. 

Chairman’s Report 
The Panel are grateful to the Scottish Government for their continued funding to support the Panel in their activities.  We have also enjoyed working closely with the East Dunbartonshire Voluntary Action and other Charities within the local area throughout the year, along with other organisations and look forward to an exciting year ahead with more partnership working in the pipeline. 
With the continued dedication of our Office Bearers, and most importantly, ongoing support of our members, we hope to continue to make a difference to the lives of disabled and disadvantaged people, allowing for greater inclusion, within the East Dunbartonshire area.




Activities throughout the year 2025

January/ February
Westerhill Development Road
Two Members attended one of the drop-in sessions for the proposed new Westerhill Development Road, Bishopbriggs, in respect of the consultation event that had been running through November 2024.
Subsequently submitted comments on behalf of EDAP, in order to make representations in respect of disabled and mobility impaired users. 


January through December
Representing Disabled Local Resident
Throughout the year, we continued our discussions with/ emailing of the Council on behalf of a disabled local resident, trying to convince the Council to have a bath installed in the lady’s house, for her significant medical needs. 
We often did not get a full or reasonable reply from the Council, and so have continued lobbying the Council on this lady’s behalf. This included contacting different departments and seniority of officers, and the relevant Councillor, to try to seek a suitable outcome for this lady.
We continue to lobby on this lady’s behalf. She has frequently expressed her sincere thanks for our concern and continued work, stating how grateful she feels just to have someone on her side. 


February, and subsequent months
Lenzie Station
Emailed ScotRail to complain that the two on-road disabled parking bays in the northern car park at Lenzie Station are continually being abused by non Blue Badge holders. We also complained that they yellow bay markings were very worn and should be re-painted imminently.
Also suggested that they should paint a third on-road disabled bay, as there is room.
Subsequently, the Access & Inclusion Manager from ScotRail attended an EDAP meeting to discuss this, and other issues we had at rail stations.
The Lenzie Station issue was passed on to ScotRail’s Customer Relations team to address. 
Despite a number of encouraging communications since, we continue to push for a resolution.


February and Onwards
Kilmardinney Boardwalk/ Kessington Community Garden, Bearsden
Initially an approach to EDVA, a local group in Bearsden asked if we may be able to assist with an accessibility issue they we’re having, A new boardwalk had been installed though their new build estate that traverses a beautiful wetland meadow; unfortunately, it had been installed with only steep stairs to access it, which makes it impossible to enjoy for any persons in a wheelchair and with great difficulty with a pram.
A Member met with the group to discuss the issues and subsequently carried out an Accessibility Audit.


February and Onwards
Clober Farm, Milngavie
At a previous EDAP meeting, a representative from Spinal Injuries Scotland raised an issue with the footpath from their respite home at Clober Farm, into the adjacent town of Milngavie.
Close Farm is a fully wheelchair-accessible self-catering holiday accommodation with an accessible garden, including a patio area and raised beds, specifically designed fro disabled holidays. However, the existing footway provision from Clober Farm into Milngavie is far from ideal, particularly for mobility impaired users.
At their request, we carried out an Accessibility Audit of the route on their behalf.


March and Onwards
Mobility Scooter Issues 
We were contacted by a lady who uses a small mobility scooter, who has been experiencing difficulty of traversing tactile pavement at crossings, which often causes faults and issues with her scooter, causing it to cut-out.
She asked us if there was a way for a gap to be left in the tactile pavement when it is installed, creating a ‘smooth’ section. She recognises that this would probably be a national initiative probably to be taken up with a national group. 
I wrote to the Head of Road Policy & Safety within the Roads Directorate in Transport Scotland, who subsequently contacted their Standards Team to have a discussion about tactile paving, as they run the Roads for All forum, which discusses a range of issue to do with accessibility around roads, but they informed him that it is not an issue they are aware of from their Roads for All forum members. The Head of Road Policy & Safety also advised that the UK wide authority on tactile paving is produced by the Department for Transport (DfT), so it would not be within their gift to change that document, but he did offer to raise it with the DfT for future consideration.
We contacted the Department for Transport (DfT) regarding this issue, but they similarily advised that the issue of a mobility scooter cutting out when going over tactile paving isn’t anything that they have come across previously.
On behalf of the lady, we then contacted the manufacturer, based in Taiwan, who then advised us to contact their UK representative firm; which we did. 
We also contacted the firm who supplied the scooter to this lady, as this had been a problem since the first day of use.
We continued advocating on this lady’s behalf for as long as she wished us to.


March
Cue and Review, Bishopbriggs
As discussed at a previous meeting, we messaged Cue and Review, via their web site, to ask if they might post an article about EDAP to their listeners, to raise awareness of EDAP and to let their listeners know that we were ‘available’ for anyone possibly needing assistance with some accessibility-type matter.
Cue and Review subsequently posted an article on their Facebook page.


April
Alliance AGM
Members attended the Alliance AGM and Conference in Glasgow, on 30 April, on behalf of the group.
It was a useful and informative conference event.


April through May
New Cadder Cemetery, Bishopbriggs, Consultation Event
On the 24th April, we attended a pre-planning consultation event at Bishopbriggs Library regarding the proposed new Cadder Cemetery, Bishopbriggs. This particular consultation event was for a number of local disability representative groups.
We provided a number of accessibility comments on behalf of the Panel.
We also a second, follow-on, public consultation, on the 29 May at Bishopbriggs Library, reviewing the revisions to the proposals, for the proposed extension of Cadder Cemetery, which showed some amended details, changed in response to their earlier consultation event.


May
Bishopbriggs Civic Space Consultation Event
We attended the consultation event in respect of proposals for upgrades and reorganisation of the Bishopbriggs Civic Space area, on the 14th May, in Bishopbriggs Library. 
This specific consultation event was arranged for representatives of groups like ours.
It was a useful consultation, and we asked to be kept advised of future developments of the proposals.


June through December and onwards
Lenzie Public Hall Consultation
On Tuesday 17th June we attended an open meeting in connection with the potential refurbishment of Lenzie Town Hall, which has been closed for quite a few years, because the Council say they cannot afford to fix it up. Some local residents were seeking to gauge the level of of support form the local community for potentially re-opening the Hall, by some form of community buy-out or lease scheme.
We offered any assistance that they might need in terms of potential accessibility issues associated with the Hall/ re-furbishment of the Hall. We subsequently have been involved (and continue to be involved) in a number of discussions regarding the refurbishment options.


August
Peoples AI Panel on Health and Care Event
Attended the ''Peoples AI Panel on Health and Care' by the Scottish AI Alliance (SAIA) on 15th August.


August
Managers’ Breakfast
Attending the EDVA Managers Breakfast Networking Event. Useful discussions were had and some more useful contacts made.


September
ALLIANCE Letter
EDAP formally signed as one of the signatories to the ALLIANCE letter to the First Minister, which was later published in the Herald on Sunday.


September
Attended BSL Users Group in East Dunbartonshire
As requested, we attended a BSL Users Group in East Dunbartonshire meeting in Bishopbriggs. 
At the meeting they mentioned that they were seeking to formalise this official group status. To assist them, we subsequently found out and sent the BSL Users Group various pieces of information to help them consider the best way forward, as well as providing them with details of, and links to, various organisations who could possibly assist them, such as OSCR, TSI, DES, etc.


September
AI and Cloud Innovation Event
Attended the 'AI and Cloud Innovation' in Edinburgh on10th September.


September
NLDAP Meeting
Attended a meeting in Airdrie of the North Lanarkshire Disability Access Panel (NLDAP) on 18 September. 
Over the years we have periodically attended the NLDAP meetings (at their request) as we find them to be useful networking events and sharing opportunities. Some of their work has a crossover and can involve residents of East Dunbartonshire.


September
Wheelchair Accessible Taxis
A representative from Spinal Injuries Scotland raised an issue in connection with they facility at Clober Farm, Milngavie, in that there was no apparent readily-available information on which companies within East Dunbartonshire provide wheelchair accessible taxis. Consequently, anyone staying at Clober Farm who required a wheelchair accessible taxi had to call for a taxi from Glasgow, meaning that they were paying for boundary charges for the taxi to one, before they even started their journey, meaning a significant increase in cost for any user.
We contacted East Dunbartonshire Council to request information n which taxi companies with East Dunbartonshire operated wheelchair accessible taxis; however, the response from the Council was basically useless, as they said they couldn’t provide such information due to privacy issues, which seems totally illogical.
We continue to pursue this issue with the Council. 


September
Third Sector Tracker Survey
We responded to the Third Sector Tracker Survey, run of behalf of SCVO.
The results of the Tracker are used by finders, policy makers, and support organisations to inform their decisions about what the sector needs and how best to help.


September
Digital Poverty Alliance Event
Attended the 'Digital Poverty Alliance’ event with the Alliance, in Edinburgh on 22nd September.


September
Walk About in Harestanes Area, Kirkintilloch
Various members took part in a walk-about in the Harestanes area of Kirkintilloch, along with Local Member representatives and Council officials. The walk-about was arranged to demonstrate first hand various roads, accessibility, cleansing, obstructions and other issues in the area.
We followed this up with a list of the issues, along with some recommendations, that the local residents could send to the Council, to seek some resolutions to their various concerns.


October
Inclusion Scotland AGM
Attended the Inclusion Scotland AGM on 1 October, in Dundee.


October
Twechar Open Day
Attended the Open Day for the refurbished Twechar Centre, on 7 October.
We had previously been involved in the consultation stages and had made a number of recommendations in respect of facilities and provisions for disabled visitors and staff. It was encouraging to note that our comments had been acted upon.


October
How to stay Human Rights focused in a Digital Scotland
Attended the 'How to stay Human Rights focused in a Digital Scotland’ event in Glasgow, on 21 October. Organised by by the HSCA.


October
People-led Policy Event
Attended a People-led Policy Panel in Falkirk Forth Valley College with IS and officials of the Scottish Government, on 24 October.


October
Lenzie Academy Relocation Consultation
Attended the consultation event on 29 October, in respect of the proposal to relocate Lenzie Academy to a new site.
Subsequently submitted a consultation response highlighting perceived issues relating to mobility access and disabled parking proposals. 
We asked to be consulted directly at all future stages.


October
DES AGM and Celebration Event
Attended the DES AGM and Celebration Event on 28 October, just outside of Aberdeen.


November
Improving Access Fund for DPOs Launch Event 
Took part in the Improving Access Fund for DPOs Launch Event which was held on zoom. Useful to find out about another potential funding opportunity for the group’s work. 


November
EDVA AGM
Attended the EDVA AGM at EDVA’s offices, in Kirkintilloch. The AGM was followed by some presentations, as well as some networking opportunities.



November
Parking on Pavements
East Dunbartonshire Council (EDC) started enforcing the new National pavement parking ban on 1 September 2025. This new pavement parking ban was welcomed by EDAP, as w have frequently had reports of issues of pavements being blocked or were an obstacle to disabled and particularly partially sighted users, often because of vehicles parked up on the footways.
On one occasion, one of our members noticed that 2 wardens had been talking to someone parked on the pavement in Kirkintilloch town centre. Our member asked if the Council’s Community Wardens had given the driver a ticket. They answered that the drivers are given a warning and if they leave straight away, everything is okay. 
Our member then asked if they had given out tickets to anyone parking on the pavement. They were informed that the Community Wardens can only issue a ticket if the driver is in the car. No tickets had been given. This seems to be the policy.
We therefore submitted a FOI to EDC asking how many tickets or fines have been given out for pavement parking violations, as it was concerning that the Council appeared to be taking a soft approach to something that is of concern to mobility impaired pedestrians. 
Depending upon the reply, we may have to follow up our concerns to ask the Council what their formal policy is regarding enforcing this problem.


November
Accessible Travel Framework Survey
Responded to the “Accessible Travel Framework: Have Your Say on Buses and Trains!” Survey online. Disability Equality Scotland (DES) is working with Transport Scotland to seek the views of disabled people concerning travel within Scotland. The gathered information will be used by Transport Scotland as they develop a successor to the Accessible Travel Framework (ATF).


Throughout the Year
Facebook Articles
Throughout the year, we try to frequently post articles that are of relevance and help to disabled people generally, in order to help people be informed as well as to try to further spread awareness of EDAP and to keep it relevant to the many followers that we currently have. 


Reserves 

The Management Committee consider that the Panel’s funds at the end of the year are sufficient to enable the Panel to continue its activities at their present level. 

Approved by the Management Committee and signed on their behalf[image: Picture 1]
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