


Dumfries Free Church of Scotland
Report of the Trustees

The Trustees are pleased to present their report together with the financial statements of the church for the
year ended 31 December 2024.

Status of Charity and Governing Document
Dumfries Free Church of Scotland is established by Constitution. It is a registered Scottish Charity
(No. SC038156).

Administrative Details

Trustees
A list of active Trustees during 2024 is provided in the Trustees’ Report on Page 3.

Address
20 George Street

Dumfries
DG1 1EH

Bankers
Virgin Money UK plc
84 — 86 High Street
Dumfries
DGI 2BJ

Solicitors
Blackadders LLP
10 Euclid Crescent
Dundee
DDI1 1AG

Independent Examiner

Mann J u!! !or!on !!!artered Accountants

26 Lewis Street, Stornoway, Isle of Lewis, HS1 2JF

Aims and Affiliation

Dumfries Free Church of Scotland is a congregation of the Free Church of Scotland working towards the
common aims set out below. [t is a Presbyterian church adhering in its worship and doctrine to the position
of the Church of Scotland at the Reformation. The Free Church of Scotland has an explanatory document
which explains the origins of the Church and which gives the historical background to the Church coming
into being in 1843 and lists documents in which is embodied the constitution of the Church. The document
is available on request from the Free Church of Scotland, 15 North Bank St., The Mound, Edinburgh, EH1
2LS.

The Free Church of Scotland currently has over 100 congregations in Scotland, as well as one in London
and four in North America, and sister Churches founded by mission work in India, Peru and South Africa.
The Church also has a seminary in Edinburgh for the training of ministers and other Christian workers. The
principal activity of the Church is the conduct of public worship and associated matters in the context of
local congregations.

Dating from 1843 but with its roots in the Reformation, the Free Church of Scotland owes its distinctive
title to its historical struggle to remain ‘free’ from state interference in its internal affairs. It has close and
active relations with many other Reformed churches of Jesus Christ throughout the world and stands firmly
in the tradition which accepts the Bible in its entirety as the Word of God and, therefore, derives its
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forms of teaching, worship, ministry and government from it. The main emphasis of our worship is the
preaching of the gospel - the good news of a free and sovereign salvation through Jesus Christ alone.

The Church building and the manse are the property of the congregation and are held in trust by locally
elected congregational trustees under the Church’s Model Trust Deed.

Trustees and Office Bearers .

The congregation is governed and administered by elected office bearers (all volunteers) and its Minister.
The Kirk Session, being the Minister and elected elders, has responsibility for spiritual oversight, while the
Deacons’ Court, composed of Kirk Session members plus elected deacons, oversees financial and property
matters. Under Charity Law, the Deacons’ Court are deemed to be the Trustees of the congregation as
those with responsibility for day to day management and control. This is distinct from the role of
congregational trustees who are responsible only for holding property in trust. The members of the
Deacons® Court who served during the year were as follows:

Deacons’ Court
Interim Moderator
Elders Session Clerk

Treasurer and Clerk to the Deacons’ Court

Resigned 9* January 2025

Appointment of Charity Trustees

The Kirk Session exercises its discretion in determining the most appropriate method of electing new
Trustees (Elders and Deacons). Any election process must involve the communicant membership of the
congregation. There is no fixed term for Trusteeship. Prior to their appointment, new Trustees would have
served the Church for some time in various roles and would be familiar with the Church’s values, its aims
and objectives as well as its day-to-day operations. As part of their induction programme, new Trustees are
required to understand their statutory responsibilities and the responsibilities of their office as elder or
deacon. The Trustees have a duty to identify and review the risks to which the charity is exposed and to
ensure appropriate controls are in place to provide assurance against fraud and error.

Assessor Elder

Congregational Trus
For holding property -

Activities

During the year, the congregation met for public worship and carried out various activities in pursuit of the
above stated aims. The congregation continued its commitment to support the national Free Church of
Scotland both spiritually and financially. The following matters are highlighted:

In relation to congregational activities:

o _ of Dowanvale Free Church, withdrew as assessor Elder, just after the year
end, suffering from ill-health.

e The congregation is thankful for preachers, many of whom travel long distances, to lead the worship
on the Lord’s Day, and for spiritual benefit received from their ministry.

® During the year a child of members was baptised. We are encouraged by the number of young
children in the congregation.

e We continue t0 welcome a number of Iranian asylum seekers to the services. In addition to the
Sunday services, they attend Bible studies for them during the week.
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The regular Wednesday Drop-in continues, with the support of a Bethany Christian Trust
supervisor. :

With some of the children now being older, it was necessary to change the format of First Steps (a
carers and toddlers group) to Seeds & Saplings (ages 8 and under), with more structure and Bible
teaching. It meets on the second Saturday morning of each month; it is advertised in Facebook, and
it would be encouraging if local people attended.

A Carol Service was held in the Lower Hall in December. Refreshments were served afterwards.
The practice of enjoying together the occasional Congregational Meal, following the morning
service, continues.

With the practical help of the Open Air Mission, open air preaching on the High Street was
undertaken on a few occasions during the year. Additionally, a monthly Christian Literature table
started in November.

Detailed Reports were submitted to the Presbytery in December as a prelude to a Presbytery
Oversight Visit (POV) in 2025. The response of Presbytery will replace any response from the
Presbytery Strategy Committee, following a meeting in February 2022.

We are thankful for Mann Judd Gordon Ltd, of Stornoway undertaking the responsibility of the
Independent Examiner.

In relation to congregational funding:

[ ]

Giving to the General Fund increased a little in 2024, the majority of the increase being accounted
for by external donors; there is continued thankfulness for this encouragement and help.

The minimum remittance required from the Mission Board is the Administration Levy which varies
according to income levels.

The Deacons’ Court has established two funds to make provision for potential future ministry,
namely, a Designated Ministry Fund and additionally a Restricted Ministry Fund for income
restricted by donors for this purpose.

In January 2025 roof repairs at the manse, involving the removal of two chimneys, were undertaken
at a cost of £3,228. An estimate of £6,758 has been accepted for roof repairs at the church building.

Reserves and Results for the Year

There was a surplus of £8,001 on the General Fund. This was transferred to the Unrestricted Designated
Ministry Fund. The year ended with balances on the Fabric Fund and General Fund being £28,730 and
£16,098, respectively. The Unrestricted Designated Ministry Fund and Restricted Ministry Fund had a
combined balance of £46,928. The trustees are satisfied with the level of reserves retained by the charity,
being in total £92,044 (2023: £72,006).

Dated: 8 July 2025
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Report of the Independent Examiner to the Trustees
Jor the year ended 31 Deceniber 2024

1 report on the accounts of the church for the year ended 31 December 2024 which are sct
out on pages 6to 11.

Respective responsibilities of trustees and examiner

The charity’s trustees are responsible for the preparation of the accounts in accordance with
the terms of the Charities and Trustee Investment (Scotland) Act 2005 and the Charities
Accounts (Scotland) Regulations 2006. The charity trustees consider that the audit
requirement of Regulation 10(1) (d) of the Accounts Regulations does not apply. It is my
responsibility to examine the accounts as required under section 44(1) (¢) of the Act and to
state whether particular matters have come to my attention.

Basis of independent examiner’s statement

My examination is carried out in accordance with Regulation 11 of the Charities Accounts
(Scotland) Regulations 2006. An examination includes a review of the accounting records
kept by the charity and a comparison of the accounts presented with those records. It also
includes consideration of any unusual items or disclosures in the accounts, and seeks
explanations from the trustees concerning such matters. The procedures undertaken do not
provide all the evidence that would be required in an audit, and consequently I do notexpress
an audit opinion on the view given by the accounts.

Independent Examiners’ Statement
In the course of my examination, no matter has come to my attention
1. which gives me reasonable cause to believe that in any material respect the requirements:
e to keep accounting records in accordance with Section 44(1) (a) of the 2005 Act
and Regulation 4 of the 2006 Accounts Regulations, and
e to prepare accounts which accord with the accounting records and comply with
Regulation 9 of the 2006 Accounts Regulations

have not been met, or

2. to which, g
understan

wn in order to enable a proper

Signed:

Name
Qualification

Address Mann Judd Gordon Ltd

Chartered Accountants and Registered Auditors
26 Lewis Street

Stornoway

[sle of Lewis

HS1 2JF

1“‘ July 2025






Dumfries Free Church of Scotland
Statement of Balances at 31 December 2024
Funds
Unrestricted | Restricted Total Total
2024 2023
Notes £ £ £ £
Cash Funds o
Bank balances at start of year 60,342 11,665 72,007 55,935 |
Surplus /(Deficit) on 6,367 13,670 20,037 16,072
Receipts & Payments Statement
Bank balances at end of year 8 66,709 25,335 92,044 72,007
Other Assets
Manse 10,11 - 190,000 | 190,000 | 190,000
Church building i1 - - - -
Tax reclaim due 635 495 1,130 1,386
Prepayments and sums due 267 - 267 1,264
Total 902 190,495 191,397 | 192,650
Liabilities
Creditors and deferred income 113 - 113 530

The financial statements were approved by the Trustees on 8 July 2025 and were signed on their
behalf by:

The notes form part of these financial statements.

















