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2025 At A Glance

New leadership A transformational London
partnership with Postcode Lottery

One million books
delivered in North
Lincolnshire

Newcastle launches city-wide Renfrewshire secures
permanent funding

Supporting families
beyond the books

How we inspired thousands more
children across the UK to love reading 

2025 was a landmark year for The Dollywood
Foundation UK. Together with over 300 Local
Programme Partners, our funders and supporters,
we brought the joy of books into tens of thousands
more children's homes, building a lifelong love of
reading from birth.

Steve Korris joined as
Executive Director,
expanding the team as
the Foundation entered
its next phase of growth.

A major new partnership with Postcode
Lottery laid the foundations to expand the
programme across London, going live across
the boroughs of Wandsworth, Camden and
Hackney in this first year.

North Lincolnshire became the first English local authority to hit the milestone
of one million books gifted to local children, highlighting the lasting impact of
sustained investment in early years literacy.

Newcastle City Council became the latest local authority
to offer the programme across the city, ensuring every
eligible child could receive free books from birth. Following years of delivery,

Renfrewshire Council
committed permanent
funding for the programme,
creating a sustainable model
for the future. Paisley Town
Hall’s bells rang out with I Will
Always Love You to celebrate.New Parent Idea Sheets were

introduced, providing simple, practical
activities to help families get even
more from every book they receive.

A remarkable milestone, celebrating the collective impact of
our partners since the programme first launched in the UK in
2008.

We celebrated our 30th
anniversary since
launching in the US,
marking three decades of
inspiring a love of reading
and approaching an
incredible 300 million
books gifted worldwide.

Lambeth 
Feedback from more than
820 families participating in
Dolly Parton's Imagination
Library in Lambeth in 2025
shows the difference a free
book every month can make
to children and their families.

94% said their child is
excited when their
monthly book arrives.

94% believe the
books support their
child's early literacy
skills.

99% enjoy reading
the books together.

88% said their child
has learned new
words or concepts
through the books.

91% said the
programme has
created more bonding
time with their child.

99% would
recommend the
programme to
another family.

7M BOOKS GIFTED ACROSS THE UK
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