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Throughout the year we arranged several events and activities for our
autistic youth community including our Halloween and Xmas parties, trips
to the theatre to see Wicked and Sister Act, outings to the EICA climbing
arena, a visit to the National Museum of Scotland, online games nights
and our parent/carer breakaway weekend, which provided much needed
respite and support to parents and carers.

Our annual Christmas sensory pack donations provided £6,000 worth of
sensory and fidget toys to 200 families with autistic young people across
West Lothian and surrounding areas.

Partnership Working

Throughout the year we have worked alongside and made connections in
our local and nationwide community to advance our mutual goals to
support our autistic youth community. This included being a guest speaker
at the Power of Difference conference held by West Lothian College,
addressing hundreds of their staff team to provide autistic led insight to
supporting neurodivergent young people. We also built a partnership with
West Lothian Riding for the Disabled to provide accessible horse riding for
autistic young people in our community across the summer period. We
attended events to promote and provide support services in our
community with other services such as Listen & Link and Carers of West
Lothian. We also provided information sessions in schools to promote
inclusivity and support for autistic young people. We partnered with Hey
Girls to provide free sanitary products in our hub, Curiosity Collective to
distribute wellbeing packs to young people, SWAN (Scottish Women's
Autistic Network) to provide space in our hub to run their meetups for
autistic women in West Lothian, Cash for Kids to provide £1,000 of
sensory boxes to their Christmas appeal and Enquire to ensure young
people with additional needs understand their rights in education. We were
also part of Scotland's APO’s (Autistic Persons Organisations) cross party
group, to advocate for, address challenges and protect the rights of autistic
young people in Scotland.

Funding, Fundraising & Sustainability

Although we are a rapidly growing charity with dependency on our
services in our community, funding across the sector is challenging and
competitive, bringing pressure to become more sustainable from our own
income streams, primarily our sensory and fidget toy website. However,
the cost of living crisis is also posing its own challenges on our income
stream.

It is with great thanks to our supporters, funders, donators and community
we have been able to provide the services that our autistic youth
community needs. Great thanks to National Lottery - Awards For All,
National Lottery - Young Start, Access All Arts Fund, Arnold Clark
Community Fund, Asda Foundation - Better Start, Cash For Kids, Corra
Foundation, John Watson Trust, Scottish Children’s Lottery, UnLtd. Grow
It, UnLtd. Selling Social, WLC Get Into Summer, and all others who have
kindly supported, donated or raised funds for us throughout the year.

Recognition & Awards

This year demonstrated massive achievements and recognition for the
charity and our young CEO, , after receiving a number of
prestigious awards that more established organisations would strive to
achieve. These included being a finalist in the National Lottery Awards and
winning the Cash for Kids Award, Autism Hero Award and Points of Light
Award. In addition to this, after only being a charity for 11 months, we were
awarded Scotland’s Charity of the Year 2023 at the highly regarded
Scottish Charity Awards, on what was 17th birthday. Shortly after
this, was recognised for her commitment, dedication and hard work














