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Burnside Blairbeth Church of Scotland

Trustees' Report

Year Ended 31 December 2025

Trustees' Report

The trustees present their annual report and financial statements for the year ended
31 December 2025. The financial statements have been prepared in accordance with

the accounting policies set out in note 1 to the accounts and comply with the General

Assembly Regulations for Congregational Finance, the Charities and Trustee

Investment (Scotland) Act 2005, the Charities Accounts (Scotland) Regulations 2006
(as amended) and Accounting and Reporting by Charities; Statement of
Recommended Practice applicable to charities preparing their accounts in accordance
with the Financial Reporting Standard applicable in the United Kingdom and Republic
of Ireland effective from 1 January 2019.

Objectives and Activities

Burnside Blairbeth Church is a congregation of the Church of Scotland¹ in Rutherglen,
Glasgow. 'Knowing Jesus and making Him known' continues to be our tagline, and we

continue to use our 'Statement of Aims' as a way of stating our objectives in more
detail, and these are outlined here and described further in Appendix VII.

이 To worship God

To nurture and care for one another

To share the gospel in word and deed with those around us

To relate our faith to the social, moral and political issues of our day

To play our part in the mission of the church to the world

To fulfil our responsibilities to the developing world

To be good stewards of God's creation and all material resources entrusted
care

to our

Our strategy document [Appendix IX] also describes in more detail the theological
basis for all that we do, and what should guide us when considering what work to
undertake.

We have 9 teams within the congregation, each of which is responsible for planning
and executing the work which falls within their remit, and which are responsible to, and

report to, the Kirk Session.

Children's and Youth Ministries

Communication

Discipleship
Finance

Local Outreach/Mission

이 Pastoral Care

• Property
• Staff
• World Church

The Church of Scotland is Trinitarian in doctrine, reformed in tradition and Presbyterian in polity. It
exists to glorify God and to work for the advancement of Christ's Kingdom throughout the world. As a

national Church, it continues to acknowledge a distinctive call and duty to bring the ordinances of

religion to the people in every parish of Scotland through a territorial ministry. It co-operates with

other Churches in various ecumenical bodies in Scotland and beyond.
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Trustees' Report (Continued)
Year Ended 31 December 2025

Objectives, activities, and future aims

The reports which follow reflect the main areas of activity as our congregation seeks
to fulfil the above aims, although in many areas of service there is overlap between

different aims. The list is not exhaustive - a great deal of work goes on unseen and

not easily categorised into one of the above teams, headings or objectives, but without

which our life and work as a congregation would grind to a halt.

Sundays at Burnside Blairbeth

We meet at 10.30am every Sunday morning to worship God in sung praise, in prayer
and in the reading and teaching of scripture. We start our service together as a family

of God's people, followed most weeks by different activities for different ages, but once

a month we stay together for 'all age'  worship, sometimes in the form of café church.

In 2025 our minister William Wilson preached on 1 and 2 Thessalonians between
January and Easter, a sermon series based on the Apostle's Creed from Easter to
June, some of the 'different' people in the bible who were used by God during the
summer months, some topics from Deuteronomy in September and October, and then

the gospel of John in November and December. Small groups meeting during the
week followed these topics, using material written by William.

once a month we have a 6pm service where our songs are led by a praise band,
and we hear a testimony from someone in our church family about how they
came to faith or how God is working in their lives today.

once a month we have a 3pm service with traditional hymns, followed by a cup
of tea

once a month our minister leads us in either an in-depth look at our morning
bible passage, or deals with a Christian response to a 'hot topic'

once a month we meet to pray together on a Sunday evening

Badge Sundays happen on the last Sunday of most months. Everyone is invited to
pick up a lanyard with their name badge attached as they arrive at church. This can
help us to get to know people who have newly arrived in our congregation and helps
with the old problem of knowing someone from years of church attendance but having
no clue about their name! It's also useful for those who struggle with names at the best

of times, and it has proved helpful and popular. Visitors and 'new on the day' people
are provided with a handwritten badge, which is replaced by a printed one before the
next month's Badge Sunday.
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Trustees' Report (Continued)
Year Ended 31 December 2025

At Christmas time in 2025 we held a 'Quiet Christmas' service as we have done in

previous years, and people who had been bereaved in the previous year were invited,
but all were welcome to attend. This quiet reflective service has proved to be greatly
appreciated by many who have had a hard year, but also by those who simply need

to step out of the stress and busy-
ness of Christmas time.

This year we also held a 'Carols by
candlelight service on Christmas Eve,
which was intended to be for all ages,
and to replace the two separate

services that we have held for many

years. It was extremely well attended

by many people from our community,
and included everyone holding a real
lit candle during the singing of 'Away
in a Manger.

Sunday clubs

We are delighted that there have been

some new children coming along to
Sunday clubs, and our numbers have

increased slightly. We now have 8-10

children attending most Sundays ranging
from age 5-11. Our youth and children's
worker writes material for the team to

use each Sunday, and it is based on the
same passage as the sermon, so the
whole church family are learning
together.

Over the summer we ran Summer Sunday Clubs with a different families in the
congregation taking responsibility for a week each. Activities ranged from games in

the garden to using the SU material the King of Kings. This led to lots of deep
questions!

We continue to encourage the children in

the congregation to take an active role in

worship, and this Christmas many of them

joined the intergenerational choir. We like

to talk to them about our mission partners
and about where our offerings go. Our
intention over the next few months is to

incorporate all the aspects
of corporate worship into our time spent in
Sunday clubs, such as prayer, giving and
sung worship.
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Trustees' Report (Continued)
Year Ended 31 December 2025

Switch

Sunday Morning Switch is our fabulous group of young people from P7-S4 who

meet most Sunday mornings, leaving the service at the same time as the Sunday
clubs. We follow the same passage and theme as the main sermon. The group is led

by Andy MacArthur, Jen Robertson, Gary Wylie and Ross Murray each week and

usually have between 11 and 15 young people.

we

Sunday Evening Switch also meet each week in the church building, but also
includes young people in S5 and S6. Each night is hectic, exciting and fun! We have
between 15-20 young people each week and we are very excited at what God is
doing.
We have spent this term exploring the story of The Bible and are now in the New
Testament. We also go as a group to the Praise and Testimony evening service
each month, meeting beforehand to eat dinner together.

ONOPO

ERRY THAS

Switch at Christmas

CHERR
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Trustees' Report (Continued)
Year Ended 31 December 2025

The Young People's Bible study meets fortnightly and is led by Andy
MacArthur and Laura

Hutchinson. It is open to
young people in P7-S3, with

attendance typically ranging
from 7 to 9. The group is

exploring the life of Jesus

through the Gospels, while

also engaging with current

"hot-button" topics and

considering appropriate
Christian responses to them.

The Older Young People's Bible Study meets fortnightly on a Thursday.
The group consists of six regular attenders, ranging in age from 15 to 20 years and

is led by Ross Murray and Jen Robertson.
Since October, we have been working

through The Bible Course, which is produced
by The Bible Society. Each session involves

watching a video followed by discussion.
The purpose of The Bible Course is to give
an overview of the big Bible story and to help
participants understand how the smaller,
familiar Bible stories fit into that wider

narrative. It also explores God's big plan for
us and for the world.

The
Bible
Course

A number of the

young people have
expressed a need to understand the Bible better in this kind
of overview format, and the course has met that need well. It

has prompted some excellent conversations, with plenty of
space within the video content to explore questions together.

The sessions have been particularly valuable in exploring
who God is, what the Bible is, and how we meet with God

through it.
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Small groups

What has happened in 2025?

Small groups are all about setting aside regular time to

deepen our walk with God, to read and reflect on the Bible

with others and learn together with all kinds of people in our

church family. It is about deepening relationships, looking
towards Jesus, and caring about others.

The groups follow the Sunday morning Bible teaching using
material prepared by William, and this allows people to

grapple with the passage together and it works very well.

88.383
small groups

What have people said about small groups in 2025?

"This is a lovely welcoming and encouraging group that is very relaxed, starting with

tea, coffee and cakes and a brief chat before spending an hour or so reading and
discussing a short Bible passage."

"The group is absolutely amazing. It is such a great place to talk openly about the

Bible and Jesus. I've learnt so much and it's strengthened my relationship with God
massively."

"We followed William's suggestions for studies at fortnightly interval and also met in

the summer using other resources related to the Sunday morning service readings.
We have also had a few social events in the past 12 months (without Bible studies),
and we have had Zoom chat sessions to help people keep in touch. In many ways

this is probably a fraction of "what we did in 2025" as it is often difficult to know
exactly how Bible studies influence behaviour of individuals (but it seems likely to be

an influence for good!)"

It would be great to see lots more people getting involved in 2026!
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The Guild

The Guild meets fortnightly from October to March throughout

the winter, with an average of 60 members enjoying a range of

topics, a sample of which are listed below:

Exploring God's Word and sharing the Good News:

• Glasgow City Mission
• Scottish Bible Society Project "Bibles for Bairns"

LHM 360

• Meditation on the "Living Stones"

Informative Talks and awareness raising:

• The Automobile Association and the history of motoring
• The Glasgow Police Museum

• Grow 73

• The story of Elsie Inglis, pioneer doctor

urch of Scolland

Guild

Entertainment:

• Scottish afternoon with guests and pupils
from Westcoats School

"Desert Island Discs"

Christmas Confusion - the Christmas

story with a difference!

Other activities enjoyed by some of our members:

Attending national Guild celebrations in Perth, Glasgow or Live Streams here

in Burnside

Knitting baby and children's clothes for churches and children's homes in
Bulgaria and Malawi

Producing 9 patchwork blankets for Glasgow Presbytery's
"Knit Together" Exhibition

Providing afternoon tea for the Quiet Christmas service

Our Spring Coffee Morning and Christmas Fayre were busy social
events, enjoyed by folks from the church and community. They
were successful too as fundraisers, raising almost £3,400 which,
when added to our regular giving, enabled us to make donations
to the work of the local church and several other charitable

organisations as listed below:
• Burnside Blairbeth Church - £1,500

• Release International "Operation Hoре"- £800

Scottish Bible Society "Bibles for Bairns" - £800

Cambuslang and Rutherglen Reachout Trust - £1,000
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Schools Work

William and Andy MacArthur deliver monthly assemblies at both Burnside Primary

and Spittal Primary Schools, and also support assemblies at Stonelaw High School

as part of a wider chaplaincy team in partnership with the Reachout Trust.

Andrea Thomson and Andy lead a weekly SU group at Burnside Primary.

Attendance has grown significantly, increasing from 5 children last term to over 20

this term. It has been a real blessing to share Jesus with so many young people.

Spittal Primary's SU group also meets weekly and is led by Irene Craigie and Andy.
The group currently has between 4 and 7 children, including several who have
returned after attending last year. It has been encouraging to build on existing
relationships while also forming new ones.

The Reachout Trust support Andy in running Stonelaw
SU. Each week, around 7-9 young people attend,
enjoying donuts and time together as we talk about

Jesus. A number of those who were part of the Burnside
Primary SU last year as P7s have continued to attend,
which has been really encouraging.

Residential work
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During the summer, Andy led the bible teaching at KX1
in Arran, where a number of young people from our

church were attending that SU holiday. It was a valuable

opportunity to invest in their faith and see them engage deeply with teaching and
community.
In September, we ran a

Switch residential event at

Scoughall with 18 young

people attending. The
weekend provided space for

relationship-building,
discipleship, and fun, and
was a significant
encouragement to those who

took part.

Andy also group leads in the

team at two SU Lanarkshire

residential weekends at

Lendrick Muir SU centre - the

secondary schools weekend

in November and primary
schools in February. Both events are well attended by young people from our church
and offered further opportunities for spiritual growth, connection, and ongoing
discipleship.
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Tuesday Coffee Morning

Another year... and our Coffee Morning goes from strength to strength with over 40
people attending regularly. Those who come along enjoy tea, coffee, home baking and
most importantly company and friendship.

Over the year we celebrated several "Special Birthdays" with cake and candles. These

ranged from William, our minister's 60th to the amazing 100th birthday of Joyce Davies
who is still a regular weekly attender. Another highlight was Shrove Tuesday with

pancakes, cream, fresh fruit compote and a topping of maple syrup.

As last year, and by popular request, we continued meeting over the summer without
a break. Thanks are due to all our willing volunteers who
provide for and host each coffee morning.

In July we held a celebratory afternoon tea entitled, "The
Hills are Alive". An invitation was extended to our local

churches and we had around eighty attending, many in
appropriate Tyrolean costume. There were

competitions, singalongs and wonderful entertainment

from our very own Von Trapp Family..... The Pattersons!

As a result of a retiring offering we were able to send
£800.00 to The Beatson Cancer Charity.

In December we hosted a Festive Afternoon Tea which concluded with Carol Singing
accompanied by Anne Cowan on the piano.

There is no charge for the coffee morning but people can make a donation if they wish.
Because of this we were able at Christmas to give £500 to the Lodging House Mission,
£500 to our own church and £500.00 to Our Missionary partner Carolyn Tomasovic.

We wish to thank all the ladies who give so freely of their time and talents to provide

and serve the morning coffee and homemade treats and thanks also to all our friends

who come regularly and donate so generously.
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Music at Burnside Blairbeth

Ephesians 5:19: "Speaking to one another with psalms, hymns, and songs from the

Spirit. Sing and make music from your heart to the Lord".

We continue to be ever thankful for the wealth of talent that God has blessed us with

in Burnside Blairbeth. Our music group and singers have remained steadfast over

the last year, and we give thanks for their faithfulness and dedication to using their

talents weekly, and to Lynsey Neil and Liz Patterson who lead them.

Our Christmas choir was such a

blessing to our church community! It
was a joy to see people from all
walks of life and all ages having fun

together through music - we are

looking forward to what Easter has to

bring!

. S"  Jariaary 7016 at 2.00

ribbean Advenlson with Ama

n ומבב

Monday, Sth Janrary 2026 at 2.000

Featuring Catherine Nelson with Ama
and Caribbean Adventures!

Whe e

Our Sunday Evening services have enjoyed welcoming the talents of those who are

not able to play on Sunday morning. Your words of encouragement on a Sunday
morning, especially to the junior members of the music group, hold a special place in

our hearts and we thank you for taking the time to make comment. We ask that you

keep our musicians in your prayers, giving thanks for their talent and commitment
and asking for guidance on how we continue to build on the amazing foundation that
God has given us!
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Messy Church

We had five Messy Churches in 2025

• in February - a pancake party.

in April - a Good Friday celebration.

• June - a barbecue, which was slightly different from

other Messy Churches, being a social event rather

than including all the usual elements of worship.
in October - a harvest-themed Messy Church based

around the story of Ruth in the Bible.

• in December - a Christmas light switch-on.

At each Messy Church we have made good use of our outdoor
space, which has been brilliant, particularly with the addition of

the fence. Numbers have generally remained steady at around
80 - 90 реople, and we estimate that approximately 50-60% of
those attending would not usually come to a Sunday morning
worship service.
Through Messy Church we have continued to build strong
relationships with the local community, with many people

attending regularly. Attendance at Christmas Messy Church was

slightly lower than in previous years, and this is something we will
need to reflect on and review as we consider Messy Church for
2026.

CHURCH

Messy Church remains one of the main ways in which we reach

out to our community, offering a welcoming and relaxed space to

worship and to engage with the Bible. We have aimed to make

Messy Church an experiential form of worship, moving away from activities solely
within family groups, and instead encouraging participation as a
which has worked well.

we

whole community,

Although Messy Church only takes place five times a year, which does limit how often

see each other, it fits well alongside our other activities. Many people who attend

Messy Church have previously been involved in Little Creations, and some have come

along to other church activities such as courses or the Christmas party.

林大
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World Church

In 2025 we enjoyed visits from several of our partners, while others sent news by
email, WhatsApp and video. A highlight was the World Church Lunch in June

where Morven and James gave us more detailed reports on their work.
• Morven Collington, New Destiny, Brazil (based in Scotland) updated us

on the work of ND, a Christian adventure

centre for children from the slums. ND is the

happy, safe place for 80 children who attend

Transformers where they are assured of

God's love, encouraged to stay away from

drugs and to work hard at school. ND also run

regular camps. TransformTeens is for

teenagers, some of whom have made a

commitment to Jesus and others who continue
to struggle with addiction and violence.

TransforMums, attended by 20 mums, is a

place to hear Bible stories and have the
support of ND staff. The ND team visit families

in the community, liaise with schools, hospitals, drug rehab centres and help
with referrals for child protection and psychology.

James Fraser, Lead engagement manager with Release International

gave an update on his trip to visit a partner's project in Laos where he met

Pastor Phouang who considered that the suffering he experienced for the

gospel was evidence that he was on the right track. James expressed his
thanks to God for the various opportunities to speak and for the creative ways

that local churches are helping
to raise the voice of persecuted

Christians and give them the

tools they need to live for Jesus.
Some of us heard Andrew

Brunson speak about his 2

years in prison in Turkey having
been falsely accused of

terrorism; and the ministry he
and his wife now run which

seeks to prepare Christians in all

parts of the world to stand firm in

their faith. The Guild have been

supporting the Release Project 'Operation Hope'.
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Carolyn & Miro Tomasovic, Ecumenical
Women's Initiative Croatia Carolyn visited in
January and gave an update on the

peacebuilding work of EWI, led by women in
the Western Balkans. She has also been

involved in discussions at the European
Parliament and other international agencies on

the importance of supporting women-led
peacebuilding initiatives. Through the many

challenges, she holds on to John 1:5 - we aim

to make sure Christ's light shines in the
darkness.

We continue to support
Bernard Bakunda, Rhema

School Uganda who remains

very involved in the work in
Rhema School which has

about 360 children attending
and 19 staff.

Jerry & Stacy Kramer, Love
for the Least in N Iraq and
East Africa who send regular
updates on their work in the

Middle East which focuses on

least reached areas of the world - work with orphans, widows, refugees and

addicts.

Satish & Bhumika Chettri, Grace Ministry & Grace Children's Home India

Satish and Bhumika care for orphans in Grace Children's home, reach out to

kids with the Reapers' team, minister to widows in practical and spiritual ways,

church plant, undertake grass roots training for untrained pastors and much
more.

Janie Beattie, Barcelona Mission who continues to help in the mission and
teach in the Sunday School in Barcelona. She appreciates our prayers and
enjoys regular fellowship with folk in Burnside Blairbeth by joining the Zoom
small group. A summary of Janie's journey to Barcelona is on the World
Church website.

We also supported Tearfund, Christian Aid and The Well Advice Centre during
2025.

Finances Our World Church commitment for 2025 was £35,000. It is a privilege to

share in the lives of our partners. Each one has expressed gratitude for our prayers,
financial and personal support, and we are grateful for their prayers for us.
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