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The Bailies of Bennachie
Trustees’ Report on the Financial Statements
for the year ended 31st December 2025

The trustees present their annual report and financial statements of the charity for the year ended 31st December 2025.
The financial statements have been prepared in accordance with the accounting policies set out in Note 1 to the accounts
and comply with the Charities and Trustee Investment (Scotland) Act 2005, the Charities Accounts (Scotland) Regulations
2008, and Accounting and Reporting by Charities: Statement of Recommended Practice (SORP) applicable to charities
preparing their accounts in accordance with the Financial Reporting Standards applicable to the UK and Republic of Ireland
established on 16th July 2014.

Objectives and Activities

Charitable purposes

Our purposes, as recorded in the constitution, are:

1. To preserve the amenity of the hill commonly called “Bennachie” and its environs in Aberdeenshire

2. To help maintain and improve public footpaths and rights of way on Bennachie

3. To encourage the creation and preservation of features of natural, cultural or public interest

4. To study and record the natural and cultural history

5. To encourage and stimulate public interest in and care for Bennachie, its beauty, history, character and surroundings
and to discourage litter and vandalism

8. To pursue these objectives by means of meeting, both indoors and out, exhibitions, lectures, conferences, publications
and publicity and by promoting relevant schemes of a charitable nature, and by co-operating with others having similar
aims

7. To facilitate and support the dissemination of information relating to Bennachie and its surroundings

8. Any other purposes and activities that further the aims of the organisation.

Summary of main activities and achievements

Our year got off to a cracking start when we were presented with the King's Award for Voluntary Service (KAVS). This duty
was undertaken by the Lord-Lieutenant of Aberdeenshire,*The presentation took place at our
Volunteer's morning on March 15th at the Garioch Heritage Centre.

A really big activity which has spanned over half of the year has been the design, build and commissioning of our new
website. The activity allowed us to adopt an easy to edit platform as well as prune our existing website (which was sitting
at over 6,000 pages of static information). The website offers an attractive format and graphics as well as a new shop. We
are indebted to our former Secretary—who led the conversion work.

Also, at the beginning of the year, our environmental team deployed wildlife cameras on strategic locations on the hill. The
films will be shared online in 2026. We have also enjoyed a wide range of Wildlife Walks and Talks.

Our Bennachie Landscapes Project Group (BLPG) had a very successful season. A Longhouse to the west of the
Turnpike and just north of the Rushmill Burn was opened for the first time. The site was first identified in 20186, then still
under commercial forest. However, Storm Arwen in 2021 resulted in the site being covered by fallen trees. The
landowner, Foresight Sustainable Forestry, and their land managers, RTS, were able to remove these trees and expose
the site over the winter of 2024/25, as well as those covering the Fog House. Our excavations exceeded all
expectations. We would also thank Foresight / RTS for covering the costs of making the Fog House structurally sound after
the damage from the trees.

An important initiative this year has been our efforts to get our Fun and Learning / Junior Bailies up and running after a few
years in the doldrums. These resources are very much directed at young people and seek to provide stimulating and
engaging information. Where is the next generation of botanists and environmentalists coming from if we do not start
providing them information about the hill and its many facets? A canvass of our volunteer cohort saw three people step
forward: a primary school teacher, a secondary school teacher and a children’s author. This dream-team have started to
formulate plans for both the functionality of the website and thinking how to spread the word of these resources through the
Aberdeenshire educational system. In complement to the upgrade of the main website, our Junior Bailies is undergoing a
similar revamp.

Our Work Party team continues to grow and expand its influence. As well as the traditional activities and our newly added
Electrical Work Parties, we have added dry stane dyking and footbridge repair to our repertoire.
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