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Ardoch and Blackford Parish, Church of Scotland
Registered Charity Number SC000139
Trustees Annual Report
Year Ended 31st December 2025

Structure, Governance and Management - Governing Document
Ardoch and Blackford Parish Church is administered in accordance with a Unitary
Constitution.

Recruitment and Appointment of Trustees

Members of the Kirk Session, treasurer and pending treasurer are the Charity Trustees.
All trustees have been registered with OSCR in compliance with legal requirements. The
Kirk Session members are the elders of the church and are chosen from those members

of the church who are considered to have the appropriate gifts and skills to undertake
these duties. The Minister, who is a member of the Kirk Session, is elected by the
congregation and inducted by Presbytery.

Organisational Structure
The Kirk Session is responsible for all spiritual, financial and practical affairs within the

church. It met formally on 14 occasions during 2025 and keeps accurate minutes of these
meetings. As set out in the Perth Presbytery Mission Plan, Ardoch Parish Church and
Blackford Parish Church became a union from 1st January 2025.

The oldest records, minute books, baptismal register, financial records and other papers
of the legacy Ardoch Parish Church and legacy Blackford Parish Church are stored in the

National Archives in Edinburgh showing how successive generations of elders in the Kirk

Session have administered the affairs of the congregation. Records and financial
statements have been inspected annually by higher courts of the church.

Objectives

The Church of Scotland is Trinitarian in doctrine, reformed in tradition and Presbyterian in

polity. As a national church it acknowledges a distinctive call and duty to bring the
ordinances of religion to the people in every Parish in Scotland through a territorial

ministry. It co-operates with other churches in various ecumenical bodies in Scotland and
beyond.

Ministry.
The Rev Mairi Perkins has been Minister of the charge of the previous Ardoch Parish

Church and Blackford Parish Church since March 2016 and since 1st January 2025 the

now United charge of Ardoch and Blackford Parish Church. The appointment was made
on a 70% full-time equivalent basis.

Church Membership
The united Communion Roll stood at 201 members and 10 adherents as of 31st December

2025. We welcomed 3 new members during the year and continue to be encouraged by
the regular attendance and active involvement of several people not on the Communion
Roll.
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Property
In line with the Perth Presbytery Mission Plan, both Ardoch and Blackford church buildings
remain open for worship and other requirements. Regular maintenance and upkeep of the
buildings is carried out during the year. All legally required inspections and checks are

properly documented. The Kirk Session agreed for both buildings to be enrolled in the
Presbytery pilot property maintenance scheme for twice annual inspections. During 2025
the Kirk Session agreed for the purchase of the new manse and the sale of the previous
manse.

Financial Review

Income continues to be a balance of Sunday morning offerings, investments and other
regular giving through banks, fundraising events and grant applications.
There was a deficit in the year of £9668.

The main reduction in investments was due to financing of the new manse with the new

manse being bought for £429000 and the old manse sold for £363828

Reserves Policy

It is the policy of the Trustees to hold reserves of approximately six months' expenditure

including designated funds. At the end of the year the church held unrestricted cash funds
of £37501.

Statement of Trustees' Responsibilities

The members of the Kirk Session must prepare financial statements, which give sufficient
detail to enable an appreciation of the transactions of the church during the financial year.

The members of the Kirk Session are responsible for keeping proper accounting records,
which, on request must reflect the financial position of the church at that time. This must

be done to ensure that the financial statements comply with the Charities and Trustee
Investment (Scotland) Act 2005, The Charities Accounts (Scotland) regulations 2006 and

the Regulation Anent Congregational Finance approved by the General Assembly of the

Church of Scotland in 2007. They are also responsible for safeguarding the assets of the

church and must take reasonable steps for the prevention and/or detection of fraud and

other irregularities.

Approved by the Trustees and signed on their behalf,

estaoe ate aidall
Session Clerk

Date 12/7/2026
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ARDOCH AND BLACKFORD PARISH CHURCH of SCOTLAND

TRUSTEES ANNUAL REPORT - Year Ended 31 December 2025 (continued)

Independent Examiner's Report to the Trustees of Ardoch Parish Church of Scotland.

I report on the accounts of the charity for the year ended 31 December 2025 which are set

out on pages 5 to 10.

Respective responsibilities of Trustees and Examiner

The charity's trustees are responsible for the preparation of the accounts in accordance with

the terms of the Charities and Trustee Investment (Scotland) Act 2005 and the Charities

Accounts (Scotland) Regulations 2006.

The charity trustees consider that the audit requirement of Regulation 10(1)(d) of the

Accounts Regulations does not apply. It is my responsibility to examine the accounts as

required under section 44(1)(c) of the Act and to state whether particular matters have

come to my attention.

Basis of Independent Examiner's Statement

My examination is carried out in accordance with Regulation 11 of the Charities Accounts

(Scotland) Regulations 2006. An examination includes a review of the accounting records

kept by the charity and a comparison of the accounts presented with those records. It also

includes consideration of any unusual items or disclosures in the accounts and seeks

explanations from the Trustees concerning any such matters. The procedures undertaken

do not provide all the evidence that would be required in an audit and consequently I do not

express an audit opinion on the view given by the accounts.

Independent Examiner's Statement

In the course of my examination no matter has come to my attention

1. Which gives me reasonable cause to believe that in any material respect the
requirements:

To keep accounting records in accordance with Section 44(1)(a) of the 2005

Act and Regulation 4 of the 2006 Account Regulations, and

to prepare accounts which accord with the accounting records and comply

with Regulation 9 of the 2006 Accounts Regulations have not been met, or

2. To which in my opinion, attention should be drawn in order to enable proper

understanding of the accounts to be reached.

Name: Mr Paul MacLaine

Address: 20 Gentle Croft

Braco

FK15 9PN

Date: 10/6/26
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