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Armadale Parish Church of Scotland
Trustees’ Annual Report Year ended 31 December 2025

applicable to charities preparing their accounts in accordance with the F inancial Reporting Standard
applicable in the UK and Republic of Ireland effective from 1 January 2019.

Objectives and Activities

The Church of Scotland is Trinitarian in doctrine, reformed in tradition and Presbyterian in polity. It exists to
glorify God and to work for the advancement of Christ’s Kingdom throughout the world. As a national
Church, it acknowledges a distinctive call and duty to bring the ordinances of religion to the people in every
parish of Scotland through a territorial ministry. It co-operates with other Churches in various ecumenical
bodies in Scotland and beyond.

Service of worship is normally conducted at 11.15am each Sunday morning and at 6.30pm on the first
Sunday of every month. Communion is celebrated three times a year, morning and evening. Special services
are conducted for Easter, Christmas, Bereavement and when requested by other groups within the Church.

Achievements and Performance

Armadale Parish Church was begun in 1863 as a mission station by Bathgate Parish Church. It continues to
be a thriving, welcoming congregation with an average Sunday worship attendance of around 60 faithful
people. During most months, an informal Communion service is held on the first Sunday evening. We also
hold special Remembrance services for those in the Parish who have lost loved ones as well as a Blue
Christmas service just before Christmas. We observe times of worship in the local nursing home within our
boundaries. We have a weekly Thrift Shop, which serves as both fundraising and fellowship for local
residents. We host a large and active Girls’ Brigade for all age groups, Boys’ Brigade Anchors and J uniors,
and a Girl Guides chapter, in addition to very involved Guild and Fellowship Groups. We host weekly
Zumbini and Messy Play classes for babies and toddlers as well as a monthly Coffee and Chat Group, which
has been exceptionally well-attended. On Tuesdays and Wednesdays, the Table Tennis group meets. This
developed after Covid as an informal gathering of men, giving them a place to have fellowship of their own.
St. Barbara’s (formerly Sacred Heart & St Anthony’s Armadale), hold Mass and other events in our facilities.

Last year saw the arrival of our Parish Assistant, Yvonne Young, who is with us half-time in accordance with
the Presbytery Plan. Yvonne has brought great talent and renewed energy into our collective life, diving into
the life of the church by assisting with the Holiday Club in her first week. In addition to taking on periodic
pastoral responsibilities, she has also spearheaded the use of technology in worship to use the large television
screens in the sanctuary more fully. In August, we hosted our second Holiday Club organized by our Session
Clerks. Children from all three of the local primary schools were registered, with an average daily attendance
of 27. October was our designated Stewardship month. We explored the elements of Time, Talent, and
Money through worship each week, with the elders leading one of the services. We will be considering
materials on the Nature of Generosity for the 2026 Stewardship season. In December, we offered our second
Nativity Sunday program presented by adults and children from both Armadale and Blackridge Parish
Church, with whom we will be united by the end of 2026. We are making good progress on the plans for our
significant building project, working toward making our halls fully accessible to those with physical
limitations. We are very much looking forward to making our facility as welcoming as our people are.
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Financial Review

The main source of the church income continues to be weekly offerings.

Total incoming resources have reduced by £666 (1%) from £99,973 in 2024 to £99,308 in 2025.

The combined regular offerings and gift aid reclaim for 2025 of £53,227 reflected a reduction of £2,934 (5%)
from 2024 level of £56,162. Gift aid reclaim remained at approximately 10% of total annual income.

We were grateful to receive £1,850 in 2025 from the North Merchiston Church of Scotland Fund. This has
been allocated towards our building improvement work which will significantly enhance accessibility to our
buildings. By removing barriers and improving wheelchair access, these upgrades help us welcome more
people and strengthen our mission in the community.

Income allocated to the church accessibility building project fund increased by £5,188 (48%) from £10,721 in
2024 to £15,909 in 2025. This has been further augmented by transfers from other funds totalling £4,863.
Total funds allocated to the building project have increased to £155,500 in 2025 from £134,907 in 2024.

Resources expended have reduced by £9,139 (10%) from £87,270 in 2024 to £78,131 in 2025.

In 2025, £39,098 of expenditure was in respect of Giving to Grow contributions. This was a reduction of
£4,819 from the 2024 level of £43,917.

In 2025, £6,407 was spent on fabric improvements and maintenance. This was a reduction of £2,595 from the
unusually high 2024 level of £9,002. In 2025, £2,040 was spent on essential repointing of church brick work.

No intern costs were incurred in 2025. Summer Intern costs of £1,454 were incurred in 2024.

In summary, Armadale Parish Church funds have increased by £21.177, from £180,863 in 2024 to £202,040
in 2025.

Risk Management

Principal risks faced by the church are reduced attendance, and associated impact on contribution levels, as
well as the risk of being unable to get suitable volunteers to provide cover for key roles required to run the
church. In 2026 we expect to benefit from our move to the Unitary Constitution model and will also continue
to focus on our future strategy for maintaining church membership levels and ensuring financial stability.

Reserves Policy

The charity trustees have considered the reserves required and have taken into account their current and
future liabilities. It is the Trustees’ normal policy to hold reserves of approximately three months expenditure
including designated funds. At the year end the Church held unrestricted funds of £46,540 of which £16,398
had been designated for various church organisations. The remaining balance of £30,142 represents
approximately four and a half months expenditure at 2025 levels.

The church also held £155,500 of restricted funds which have been provided for the purposes specified in
Note 12.
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Structure, Governance and Management

The congregation is a registered charity, number SC000791 and is administered in accordance with the terms

of the Model Deed of Constitution and is subject to the Acts and Regulations of the General Assembly of the
Church of Scotland.

Members of the Kirk Session and the Congregational Board are the charity trustees. The Kirk Session
members are the elders of the church and are chosen from those members of the church who are considered
to have the appropriate gifts and skills. The minister, who is a member of the Kirk Session, is elected by the
congregation and inducted by Presbytery. The Congregational Board is appointed from within the
congregation and members of the congregation are invited to nominate individuals who are believed to have
the skills and commitment to contribute to the management affairs of the Church, to become members of the
Board. Board Members are then appointed at the Stated Annual Meeting and serve for a period of three years
after which they must seek re-election at the next Stated Annual Meeting. The Congregational Board is
chaired by the minister and meets six times in a year. Certain responsibilities are delegated to the Finance
Committee and the Fabric Committee as appropriate. The Kirk Session, which meets six times a year, is
responsible for spiritual affairs within the church.

Reference and Administrative Information

Trustees

List of all trustees who served at any time during the year and up to the date of signing the accounts.

Kirk Session

Alexis Brown Isobel Colquhoun Rev Julia C Wiley
Andy Hunter Isobel Jack

Andy McAllister Isobell Mitchell

Ann Kerr Janet Clark

Anne Prokipezyn Jean Stein

Betty Prentice Jimmy Muir

Christine McAllister Jonathan Rowney

Colin Cairns Karen Tease

Duncan Buchanan

Lesley Patterson

Elizabeth Kidd Marilyn Simpson
Fred Winters Mark Thirgood
George Hall Peter Gray

Grace Harris Rebecca Hislop
Gwen Carse Tracy Sinton
Helen McKay Wilma MacFarlane



Armadale Parish Church of Scotland
Trustees’ Annual Report
Year ended 31 December 2025

Congregational Board Members

Elizabeth Nicklin Moira Home

Helen Cooper Rena Dunsmore
Jannette McLaughlan Tom Dunsmore
Joe Hislop William Cooper

Principal Office-bearers

Minister: Rev Julia C Wiley

Session Clerks: Mrs Lesley Patterson and Mrs Marilyn Simpson
Clerk to the Congregational Board: Mrs Ann Kerr

Church Treasurer: Mr Colin Cairns

Principal Office

Armadale Parish Church
Academy Street
ARMADALE

West Lothian

EH48 3JD

Charity No: SC000791

Independent Examiner

Alistair Christie

4 Templeland Road
Corstorphine
Edinburgh

EH12 8RP

Bankers

Royal Bank of Scotland
4 Almondvale South
Livingston

West Lothian

EH54 6NB
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Trustees' Responsibilities in Relation to the Financial Statements

The charity trustees are responsible for preparing a trustees’ annual report and financial statements in

accordance with applicable law and United Kingdom Accounting Standards (United Kingdom Generally
Accepted Accounting Practice).

The law applicable to charities in Scotland requires the charity trustees to prepare financial statements for
cach year which show a true and fair view of the state of affairs of the charity and of the incoming resources

and application of resources, of the charity for that period. In preparing the financial statements, the trustees
are required to:

select suitable accounting policies and then apply them consistently;

observe the method and principles in the applicable Charities SORP;

make judgments and estimates that are reasonable and prudent;

state whether applicable accounting standards and statements of recommended practice have been
followed, subject to any departures disclosed and explained in the financial statements;

* prepare the financial statements on the going concern basis unless it is inappropriate to presume that
the charity will continue in operational existence.

¢ o o o

The trustees are responsible for keeping proper accounting records which disclose with reasonable accuracy
at any time the financial position of the charity and to enable them to ensure that the financial statements
comply with the Charities and Trustee Investment (Scotland) Act 2005 and the Charities Accounts (Scotland)
Regulations 2006 (as amended). They are also responsible for safeguarding the assets of the charity and
hence for taking reasonable steps for the prevention and detection of fraud and other irregularities.

The trustees are responsible for the maintenance and integrity of the charity and financial information on the
congregation’s website. Legislation in the United Kingdom governing the preparation and dissemination of

financial statements may differ from legislation in other jurisdictions.

Approved by the Trustees and signed on their behalf,

Leswg Patters-

Mrs Lesley Patterson, Session Clerk

pue. 230326




Armadale Parish Church of Scotland

Independent Examiner’s Report to the Trustees of Armadale Parish Church Of Scotland
Year ended 31 December 2025

I report on the accounts of the charity for the year ended 31st December 2025, which are set out in the
attached Accrued (SORP compliant) Accounts.

Respective responsibilities of trustees and examiner

The charity’s trustees are responsible for the preparation of the accounts in accordance with the terms of the

Charities and Trustee Investment (Scotland) Act 2005 and the Charities Accounts (Scotland) Regulations
2006 (as amended).

The charity trustees consider that the audit requirement of Regulation 10(1) (a) to (¢) of the Accounts
Regulations does not apply. It is my responsibility to examine the accounts as required under section 44(1)
(¢) of the Act and to state whether particular matters have come to my attention.

Basis of independent examiner’s statement

My examination is carried out in accordance with Regulation 11 of the Charities Accounts (Scotland)
Regulations 2006 (as amended). An examination includes a review of the accounting records kept by the
charity and a comparison of the accounts presented with those records. It also includes consideration of any
unusual items or disclosures in the accounts, and seeks explanations from the trustees concerning any such
matters. The procedures undertaken do not provide all the evidence that would be required in an audit, and
consequently I do not express an audit opinion on the view given by the accounts.

Independent examiner’s statement
In the course of my examination, no matter has come to my attention:

1. which gives me reasonable cause to believe that in any material respect the requirements:
* to keep accounting records in accordance with Section 44(1) (a) of the 2005 Act and Regulation 4 of
the 2006 Accounts Regulations (as amended), and
* 1o prepare accounts which accord with the accounting records and comply with Regulation 8 of the
2006 Accounts Regulations (as amended) have not been met or
2. to which, in my opinion, attention should be drawn in order to enable a proper understanding of the
accounts to be reached.

Name: Alistair Christie
Chartered Accountant (Retired Member of the Institute of Chartered Accountants of Scotland)

Address:

4 Templeland Road
Corstorphine
Edinburgh

EHI12 8RP

Signed: Alistair Christie

/‘:,N/‘
Date: =~ O //// 7 "AZ =00
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Balance Sheet
As at 31 December 2025

Note

Current Assets

Debtors 8

Bank 14

Cash 14

Total Current Assets

Liabilities

Creditors falling due within one year 9

Total Current Liabilities

Net Assets

The funds of the charity:

Unrestricted Funds 12
General funds
Designated funds

Restricted Funds 12

Total charity funds

Total Funds 2025

£ -
£ 202,732.64

£ 60.15

£ 202,792.79

£ 763.16

£ 753.16

£202,039.63

£ 30,142.06

£ 16,397.57

£ 46,539.63
£ 155,500.00

£ 202,039.63

£202,039.63

The accounts were approved by the Kirk Session on 25/03/2025

For and on behalf of the Kirk Session

l_esleg Patterson

Colin Cairns

Lesley Patterson

Total Funds 2024

£ -
£182,438.78

£ 50.78

£182,489.56

£ 1,626.49

£ 1,626.49

————

£180,863.07

|

£ 27,623.84

£ 18,332.54

£ 45,956.38
£134,906.69

£180,863.07
£180,863.07

Session Clerk

Church Treasurer



Armadale Parish Church of Scotland
Year ended 31 December 2025

Accounting Policies

The .princ§pal accounting policies, which have been applied consistently in the current and preceding year in
dealing with items which are considered material to the accounts, are set out below.

Basis of preparation

The financial statements have been prepared in accordance with Accounting and Reporting by Charities:
Statement of Recommended Practice applicable to charities preparing their accounts in accordance with the
Financial Reporting Standards applicable in the UK and Republic of Ireland (FRS102) effective from 1

January 2019 and the Financial Reporting Standard applicable in the UK and Republic of Ireland ('RS102),

the Charities and Trustee Investment (Scotland) Act 2005 and the Charities accounts (Scotland) Regulations
2006 (as amended).

Fund accounting

Funds are classified as either restricted funds or unrestricted funds, defined as follows.

Restricted funds are funds subject to specific requirements as to their use which may be declared by the
donor or with their authority or created through legal processes, but still within the wider objects of the
charity.

Endowment funds are funds which have been given on the condition that the original capital sum is not
reduced, but the income there from is used for the purpose defined in accordance with the objects of the

Unrestricted funds are expendable at the discretion of the trustees in furtherance of the objects of the charity.
If parts of the unrestricted funds are earmarked at the discretion of the trustees for a particular purpose, they
are designated as a separate fund. This designation has an administrative purpose only and does not legally
restrict the trustees’ discretion to apply the fund.

Incoming resources
Income is recognised when the charity has entitlement to the funds, any performance conditions attached to

the item(s) of income have been met, it is probable that the income will be received and the amount can be
measured reliably.

Donated services and facilities

Donated professional services and donated facilities are recognised as income when the charity has control
over the item, any conditions associated with the donated item have been met, the receipt of economic benefit
from the use by the charity of the item is probable and that economic benefit can be measured reliably. In
accordance with the Charities SORP (FRS102) the general volunteer time of congregation members is not
recognised.

Interest receivable .
Interest on funds held on deposit is included when receivable and the amount can be measured reliably by the
charity; this is normally upon notification of the interest paid or payable by the bank.
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Armadale Parish Church of Scotland
Year ended 31 December 2025

Accounting Policies (Continued)

“ Fixed Assets

Taxation

Armadale Parish Church Of Scotland Is recognised as a charity for the purposes of applicable taxation
legislation and is therefore not subject to taxation on its charitable activities. The charity is not registered for
VAT and resources expended therefore include irrecoverable input VAT.

11
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