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The Pup - 
Strutter -  
R&R  -  
Spit Sim  -  
Spray Booth  -  
Storage -  
GWC   -  
Video studio   -   







Spit Sim Sim is essentially complete with final testing to complete.

Basic flight controls work and the instruments have been upgraded to 
include a zero point micro switch in the event of a power loss or incorrect 
power down. Most have been rewired but not all. all now need calibrating to 
MSFS … about a couple of days work.

Progress has been slow as we lost  from APSS and I’ve 
been tied up on mods to the shed. Thankfully we now have  
who has taken on the software section of the sim. He has managed to swop 
the software accounts from  to himself and is documenting the 
process.

 has offered to pop back and show John and myself how it all works in 
fine detail.

Improvements to the sim include more robust rudder pedals and finally a 
pair of flood lights in the cockpit…yet to be installed but are built, so you can 
see what you are doing in the cockpit.

There is I predict approx 2 weeks work to sort the issues…10 days in APSS 
money!

It is likely it will be moved into the new structure where the spray booth once 
stood.





All Purpose Booth Replacement Report  
Surprisingly, despite the shed being some 8000sq feet in area, 
we are short of space to accommodate all the activities that we 
would like to see happening in the building in the future. 

The proposal submitted to the committee on the 1st of 
November was that the old wood and polythene structure 
formerly used as a spray booth for the Sopwith 1 1⁄2 Strutter be 
demolished as it no longer compiled with current health and 
safety regulations, and this area be used, partly as an enclosure 
for the Spitfire Simulator, and partly as a visitor video viewing 
room. This compromise proposal was approved by the 
committee and the funds for purchasing the required materials 
were made available. All the construction work will be 
undertaken by APSS members. 
Currently I can report that the old structure has been removed 
and the concrete floor prepared for the new structure. The new 
timber frame structure should be underway sometime in 
January 2026. 

A picture illustrates the proposal better than all the above words. 
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Year 
Highlights

•£10K paid back to Ian B
•AHUK Group Award
•Warplane Workshops 

Episode
•Baffles fitted & working
•Studio completed
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Sopwith Strutter  

Following the initial flight of the Strutter in 2024, an engine overheating problem was 

identified during flight, which had not been apparent in prior ground tests. To address this, 

the engine air intake was relocated above the engine for improved airflow, and temperature 

sensors were repositioned to enhance measurement accuracy. The annual scheduled 

maintenance was conducted in spring 2025, during which several minor issues were 

discovered and resolved. 

The aircraft’s second flight revealed that the overheating issue persisted. Consequently, 
it was determined that installing baffles to direct airflow around the cooling vanes was 
necessary. A baffle kit was acquired, but it arrived without fixing brackets; these had to 
be designed, fabricated, finished, and fitted internally. Special recognition is extended 
to Tim Rayner for his significant contributions to this task. Modification of the inlet 
drains was also required during this process, all of which has been completed alongside 
a ground engine run that demonstrated substantially reduced temperatures—a positive 
outcome. However, due to the extensive work involved, the summer flying season was 
missed, and the Strutter's flight certification programme remains incomplete. 

Looking ahead to 2026, it is advisable to complete annual maintenance well before 
spring and to implement modifications for the lower seat belt anchorages in the rear 
cockpit, as these are essential for passenger certification. Once ground conditions at 
Kirknewton permit grass runway operations, the aircraft certification programme should 
be able to proceed. 

--- 

Spitfire Simulator  

The Spitfire simulator is now largely complete, pending final testing. The primary flight 

controls are operational, and the instrument panel upgrades include a zero-point micro 

switch for safety during power loss or improper shutdown. Most instruments have been 

rewired, though some require calibration with MSFS, estimated at several days’ work. 

Progress slowed after the departures of  from APSS, coupled with ongoing 

modifications to the shed.  has since assumed responsibility for the 

simulator’s software, successfully transferring software accounts and documenting 

procedures. 

Additional improvements include more robust rudder pedals and floodlights for enhanced 
cockpit visibility. Approximately two weeks of work remain to resolve outstanding issues. The 
simulator will likely be relocated to the new structure formerly occupied by the spray booth. 

--- 
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Shed  

Significant electrical upgrades were implemented in the shed over the past year. Full 

emergency lighting coverage is now in place, thanks to  and lights generously 

provided by Scott Coppola via Dean Coppola, sincere gratitude is extended to both. Keith has 

also removed obsolete electrical equipment. 

A new media reception area and an emergency exit to the studio have been established. 
This zone now features independent wiring and a dedicated, protected electric supply. 
Work has commenced on the RR area, including wall boarding for future exhibits and 
descriptive displays, new electric outlets, and remote-controlled switches. 

The old spray booth has been dismantled, and the cleared space will accommodate a 
stronger new booth, construction of which will begin next year subject to available 
funding and permissions. 

--- 

PUP Project  

*Metalwork Progress* 

• The sternpost’s upper and lower V-brackets have been welded and inspected. Although 
not flawless, the inspector approved the component as it will not undergo significant 
stress. Final weld finishing is pending, after which work on the fixed empennage can 
continue. 

• Brackets for fuselage sections J to E are formed, painted, and welded. 
• All open and closed cable lugs required for the fuselage (68 total) have been shaped, 

with 60 fully painted. 
• Wire ferrule production continues, with approximately 40 x 14swg completed and 

tested, and 20 x 11swg nearing completion. 
• 104 turnbuckle barrels (10mm OD) plus six (12.7mm OD) are fully machined, including 

witness holes. 
• Development of cable end eyes for turnbuckles is underway, with efforts focused on 

improving machining efficiency. 

By early next year, additional wire will be needed for ferrules and tie wires. Sufficient 
steel round bar is available for trial CNC machining; further stock will be procured once 
requirements are confirmed. 

*Woodwork Progress* 

Wings 

Front and rear spars are awaiting bulk cutting and lamination. 

Rear lower spars are 95% complete, pending final shaping and preservative application. 

Nosings and ailerons are both 95% complete, requiring final adjustments and coatings. 
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Ribs and struts are as procured, needing inspection, minor corrections, and resizing. 

Assembly will be paced by the completion of brackets, wire, and turnbuckles. 

Fuselage 

Longerons are laminated and ready for final fitting and coating. 

Struts need only trimming and bracket fitting. 

Assembly is pending the availability of brackets, wire, and turnbuckles, as well as required 
wrappings. 

The project gratefully acknowledges a £1,000 donation from Sir Boyd Tunnock, which will 
significantly offset increasing material costs. And another Sponsorship from AIRBUS of £1000 in 
recognition of our AHUK Group Award at Rolls Royce this October. 

--- 

All Purpose Booth Replacement Report  

Despite the shed’s considerable size (approximately 8,000 sq ft), space remains limited for 
planned activities. Following committee approval in November, the former wood and polythene 
spray booth—no longer compliant with safety regulations—was demolished. Its footprint will 
serve both as an enclosure for the Spitfire Simulator and as a visitor video viewing room. 
Materials have been funded and all construction will be carried out by APSS members. The old 
structure has been removed, the concrete floor prepared, and construction of the new timber-
framed facility is scheduled to begin January 2026. 

--- 

Radio and Radar Group  

Implementation of the redesigned display area is progressing steadily. Several new electrical 
outlets along the West wall are controlled from a master switch, and wood cladding is being 
installed to support the replica H2S scanner and related visuals. With limited resources, 
progress is gradual; donated items are welcome but must be reviewed by the R&R team before 
acceptance, as space and relevance are considerations. Some surplus items have been sold, 
raising funds, although this process requires considerable effort. 

--- 
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Studio  

With NOLB funding, the studio has recruited four capable trainees while simultaneously 
undergoing upgrades. Thanks to the efforts of , the studio environment has 
notably improved. Despite challenges posed by limited space and varying camera equipment, 
the trainees have delivered superior technical results: the greenscreen functions effectively, 
and discrepancies among cameras during interviews have been minimized. Considerable work 
remains, but strong trainee performance will enable us to condense a year’s training into a few 
months. 

The launch of APSStv is imminent, with aspirations for it to contribute supplementary income 
for APSS. 

--- 

APSS Data Archive  

The APSS Data Archive serves as the repository for all organizational data and is accessible to 
members. As an integral part of the society’s preservation mission, its storage capacity is 
sufficient for long-term needs. Some data will be restricted for governance and compliance 
purposes, but the archive will encompass photographs, videos, project documents, TV content, 
training materials, drawings, shed records, news articles, funding documentation, library and 
membership information, and finances. The device (a Network Attached Storage unit) is 
currently installed on the canteen roof and integrated with the shed’s data network, accessible 
by laptop or PC within the premises. 

Next steps involve physically securing the NAS, ensuring constant power, and establishing off-
site backup protocols. Organization of digital folders is ongoing and member suggestions are 
encouraged. Members are invited to identify and prepare archival materials for upload. 
Technical assistance will be available from January 2026, and there are plans for member 
ambassadors to oversee archiving activities. Training in archive navigation will be provided. 

--- 

STEM 

Last year, two S4 pupils from GW College joined the organization to explore careers in aviation. 
Their experience was positive, and they participated through the end of the engine run. The 
relationship continues this year as two new S4 students, Jacob and Shanmuckha, gain 
experience, initially with the R&R team and later through a series of planned activities. Both are 
undertaking aviation-related projects at their college and have agreed to present their work to 
the group. 
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The primary objective in 2026 is to complete the flight testing and secure certification for 

the aircraft, particularly focusing on “Sophie.”  

Comprehensive discussion and planning for Sophie’s future will take place in 2026. 

Income-generating initiatives include the near-completion of the Spitfire simulator and the 

development of an appropriate enclosure to enhance visitor experience. 

STEM outreach in schools has expanded, with visits to schools to promote STEM subjects 

and aviation history. Further school engagements are planned, aligning with the 

organization’s core goal to inspire and educate through heritage.  

Continued growth and development are anticipated in 2026. 

 

Chairman 

Aviation Preservation Society of Scotland 

 

 

Thanks to  

 for their contribution. 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



   

  

      

    

 
  

 
 

    

      

  

  

     

    

  

 

   

  

  

    

  

 

 

     
  

   

  

 

   

     

   

    

  
    

  

    

    





     

  

   

  

   

   
  

     

 

  

                
       

               
   

  

  

    

    
    

   

 





   

    

    

 

 

  

      

  

    

      

   

 

  

  

    





     

   

       
    

    
  

    
     

    
  

    
   

  
     

 

 

   

   
  

 

 

   

  

    

  

  

 

  

 

 





  

    

   

  
 

    

    

     

 

   
    
    

    

  

 

    

   
  

  
      

  
 

  

   

  

 

 

  

      

    

 
 





 

         

     
   

  

 






