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OVERVIEW

Message from the Chair

Celebrating ten years of Juniors gave us time to reflect on how the charity has grown from
the early conception of working with single and lone families in a small shop in Larkhall,
into the current form we see today. Our mission to tackle child poverty for every child
growing up in Scotland has seen us working to produce services for all families from all
different backgrounds. The Juniors team has risen to the challenge and continues to make
a positive impact in Hamilton and beyond. Responding to increasing demand on the
service with limited funding has been no small task but as always, Juniors makes a little go
a long way. It’s a privilege to be part of an organisation that works tirelessly to improve the

lives of families with small actions making huge differences.

John McDonough, Chair

Our Mission
To remove feelings of isolation and loneliness for families with young children and to

eradicate child poverty in Scotland.

We achieve this by offering a warm welcome to all families attending the play centre,
creating community within the community by offering friendship and removing stigma and
barriers to success by providing bespoke support services designed with families to build

capacity and leave no one behind.

Program Highlights

Visitor numbers continue to increase as we greeted

23,989 people through our doors in 2025.




Looking Ahead

In our centenary year we have the benefit of hindsight to see how we have grown, but a

chance to pause and think about what comes next.

Coming from a small venue in Larkhall with a seating capacity of 21 people, small play

area and a team of two, we have grown to our current location in central Hamilton with a
seating capacity of 70+ visitors, large play area incorporating soft play, imagination play
and structured play sessions, a bespoke sensory room and community larder and a staff

team of 8 plus volunteers and visiting students.

Our success can be attributed to our ability to react and respond to the needs of the
families who use our services, offering wrap around whole family care and support when
needed in a family friendly space. We've created a strong team of responsive practitioners
that ensure every family feels welcomed, safe and included and can respond to challenges

as they arise, giving parents/care givers the tools they need, when they need them.

From our humble beginnings we are now seen as a centre of excellence for Early Years
and Whole Family Support provision with a strong track record of making meaningful
impact in the lives of children and families. This has resulted in many students studying a
range of subjects including social work, health visitor, community education, early years,
hospitality, choosing our centre to complete valuable industry experience and placements

in.

This year we want to expand our reach to deliver our unique style of whole family support
across our communities. Thinking about all family members means we can offer a range of
support services to a variety of age groups and needs including parent/caregiver advice
services within schools and nurseries, to entrepreneurial workshops in high schools, to
one off workshops teaching skills and tips including back to work programs, cookery skills
or baby feeding groups. We will continue to work with all stake holders to design and

deliver sessions and events that meet the needs of the families within our community.

Lesley Robertson
Chief Executive Officer
October 2025
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TIMELINE

How do we know we are making an impact on the lives of children and
families? By making space for families to tell us what they need, observing
children to ensure their needs are met, reflecting on our practise to ensure
we are offering the best service and by capturing magical moments as they
happen. A picture says a thousand words, so here’s a look back at another
amazing year at Juniors. Our monthly newsletter sums up the month
perfectly and is shared across our network of sponsors, partners and
stakeholders.
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Services available at Juniors:

Larder open 10 all, caily stay & play sessions, 2 x weekly addiional support needs (ASN)
stay & play sessions after school, baby massage classes, one 10 one support, school and nursery
visits, social services contact visits, woekly supper club. weekly wak & talk session, adult only ASN
group, all free of charge for famiies in need. More senvices and activities are coming S0on.
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Welcome
To our monthly newsletter

ALL 830UT Te LOVE THIS MONTR.

FOOG B2 CaMe TO BARS PLAS OF CHDOLES, KOS OF 2L B68S MRDE YLENTICS Encanto Day
Every child
deserves a bit of
magic in their lives

V2T (SA0E0S WEATAET of SCOTLAND 20D DSTTIRUTED CHOCCLATES 70 8L 00F
VIITOFS 1O SHare THe Love.

We have & range of 1l body
mascots and real-ile characters
that visit Ut Contre On & weekily
pasis, giving chikdren the

£0 et acxd inteoct

Notice our ams opporiunty
with the favourite characters.

weather wall in the

threw at us!

what 10 90 10 help sveryoos feel
comfortable and incuded.

Your continued support sliows
us 10 keep delivering inese
special activites.

Even the team felt the love as they each got a lovely
box of chocolates to enjoy.
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Services available at JUNIOTS: M asescmen B0 52l
Comimunity Larder open to all, daily sty & plity sessions, 2 x weekly additional support needs (ASN)
stay & play sessions after school, baby 135365, 008 10 0ng sUpnort. school and nunsery

massage
Visits, socCial services contact visits, weekly supper club, weekdy walk & talk session, adult only ASN
group, all free of charge for families in need. More services and activites are coming soon.
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Celebrating

International
Women's Day

The tean Chose an inspiring
fomalo from cach Sesson 1o
shing & spatiight of and
Coletrate. FIrst Up we have
Poaula pxctred abowe). Mum of
V0 Amarng Kds. Pass has
champoned Junkans by shanng
our Serices with othaors and
bringing Groups of parents who
proviousty onty talked oniie, 1
met f5ce 0 faco and oraste 3
communty and Suppont
metwork. Pauli, we think you're
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Social media went ¢

everyone folt s

Best place & staff clwaus
going ahove & beyond U ¥ 2 charty
fundraiser for Sursonsin
Octobr. W think you rock! tidiss: .
Intemational Women's Day wouldn't be complete NIV TR 1
without celebrating our amazing .

strong female team! )
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Services available at Juniors:

Community Larder open 10 s, dally stay & playy sessions, 2 x woekly additional suppor needs (ASN)
stay & plyy sessions after school, baby massage classes, wlnmwmwmsz
VIS, S0CIal Sonvices contact visits, weekly supper club, weekly walk & taik session, adult only ASN
group. all free of charge for families in need anmmsumwu\
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caster weex sap €ASTEF E3MES, BONNET aND BASKET MAKIE, ¢25 RN
DECOTATING aND FOLUNS, EZSTEr BUNNY €85 HUAT anp e 5 | Challenge!

€ESTEr PArTIES! | Avia Community Fund hive
US 10 raise s mach

e cetearares EVENY KD WEALTRY weex wiru TaSTY TUESDAY, MOy 2% wer PSSty can it
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FTID3Y, promoTing WeaLTaY CHORES, POSITIVE MENTAL WELLBSNS 200
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T0 8D THE MOATH, We HaD NATIONAL SUPETHEND DAY, Make @
WISH D3y, NATIONAL SOLF D2y and NATIONAL SPACE Day.
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BT Y y, -

3 S eonm he Sme Lashed
Glasgow, Fife, Ayr and Edinburgh. Generous local $ el de e e e 0
businesses and sponsors donated eggs and with the [Eep
help of our partners in social services and other third

sector organisations we delivered children inneedan 47 - “ Help us he'p

| Easter treat. +
JEREN families and

make Scotland Services available at Juniors:
the bestplace 1o Community Larder open to all, daily stay & play sessions, 2 x woekly addtional support needs (ASN)
) sty & play sessions after school baby massage classes. 0ne to one support, school 8nd nursery
grow up in. visks, social services contact visits, woekly suppoer club, woekly walk 3 talk session, sdult only ASN
group, all free of charge for families in need. More senvices B Sctivilies are Coming soon,
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We will be | hing our 'Happy F clubin
May to take the stress out of homework for families.
Whether its lack of knowledge, resources or
patience, we'll help put the fun back into leaming.
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Juniors has been under the spotight this month | The monthbegan with
23 we particpated in poltc debates and asked ' Losiey on Sarah Knight's
local candiciates what they propose 1o ¢o for our - podeast discussing the
area. 2

portance of resilienca in
. busnossand the thed
Is summer nearly | 7 ; %3 e mood :  hitpsiiopen spotfy comie
What we've been up to this month . 1 Ov

BLOOMING 2aBicS, PAINTING WITH NITUTE, FLOWET POWES Y052,

IN THE 87DEA WITH PETET 3R couewamee nowers 3
SRETNE 0 WX Gt

The Aviva Community
WOMEES beatTs weex k3 MEIDFULRESS FOT MRS rouowes 3y Fund total so far is
SERSONY SUNE aso INTErBANONSL D3Y OF FAMILINS. our raoss £24,105. An estimated
e e £1436.25 Is expected
I through Gift Ald, s0 as
FOC BUSS ¢ IRSCCTS weax we s2d 3333 BUTTEITURS, WOrLD 322 things stand we will
D3y, BUS BOOSIC 200 THE VETY RUBSS CATETPALLY tovans receive a minimum of
0T 2 TANES UL TS, £25,541.25 of
additional funding.
55 TH¢ 220 OF 52 OGRS DUr FICHS WS 08 Suneesr Gouness wrns S30D
PL3Y, GDVERTUNE CAMPIRE, TELETUSBSS puasme @ Tae Smsume. Thank you to every
20 Farsat weu SOIS 08 3 BEAT AT, one who donated.

There's still time if you'd

We found ourselves in the middle of a media
circus this month as Hamilton, Larkhall and
Stonehouse prepared for their by-election on
June 5™

The publicity we received has increased footfall
to the centre and gave people a platfarm to
direct questions to each candidate

Services available at Juniors:

We hosted a spontancous fundraiser at Jocal bar Ora with Community Larder open 10 a, dally stay & play sessions, 2 x weekly addtional support heeds (ASN)
live singers Jane Henderson and Zoe Richards and DJ Brian. ol T - stay & play sessions after school, baby massage classes, 0ne 10 0ne Suppoa, school and nursery

A great night was had by all with ail acts and venue offering - visits, social services contact visits, weekly Supper Glub. woekly walk & talk session, adult only ASN
their time free of charge, and we raisod 3 furthes £350 o group, 3l free of charge for families in need. More Services and aclivities are coming 000,

towards the Aviva Fund. :
SECEREL
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What else can you pack into the summer holidays?
The whole slaff team completed their pediatric first aid training.

Arnold Clark donaled £5000 lo creale a sensory room which is under
construction with pictures lo follow

Baby massage taster sessions

New tummy time baby classes

New homework club for schools returning

ASN stay & play sessions with summer aclivities

Partnership with the new team at REACH Autism

School students coming for placement in the new term

Promoling biscuits in local Asda slores

Back to school events giving out school essentials to families in need
VIP Peter Kay tickels won by Chelsea Fairley!

Nominated to receive £500 from Tesco Stronger Starts team

Received an incredible review on TikTok which has increased our
footfall immensely

Enjoyed the shade while everyone else was basking in the inhumane
temperalures we experienced throughout the summer!

Thank you for your continued
support.

Jun lo f‘_s;
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School holidavs @ Juniors
How much fun can one town have?
We began June with
« Child Safety Week
We covered choiing hazards. had a safely scavenger hunt, how
Pttt e v i) ¥ Donate today
+ Great Big Green Week Every penny helps ’
a family in need. 2 PR o rovamp the play area and
ceate a new office'meetng space

Swing into Summer

Nonstop fun throughout the holidays!

ZutyiAugust saw us in ful holday swing with "We also provided the chidren's entertainment for
Weliman's Community Race Day at Hamiton Park
Racecourse, hosted the Trger who came to Tea™

party. enjoyed monikey madness bingo and threw
an end of summer party for the commundy.

Babies in nature session encouraged adults to get outdoors with
their little ones, a "What's good for the envitonment’ Gua.
International Day of Play. aloy&mwdaymlabod(
bug we had cur very own story of Junior goes green.

*  Music Week

We had cur musical instruments out (inciuding pols and wooden
spoons), we created our own instruments using recycied
malorials. danced with scarves. discoed with Bipxx and heard To
Tap went the crab.

« Create Week

This week involved using Cur Magnation 10 create rhymes.
songs and stonies. w"vadba&;n,mam <raw us a story.
puppet play. adventures with dragons and for dook dug the kds
tock turns teling us the story of themselves.

These sessons were designed to heip prepare lamibes for the
summer holidays with safely bps and ideas they could explore at

We're delighted to announce our very first

Juniors BABY is due in November. !
Caongratulations to our Supervisor Kat and husband
Stewart. We can't wait 1o meet our favournite Juniors baby.
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Welcome
To our monlhly newsletter

1 cut what's been happening at Juniors

Spotlight on activities at Junlo‘”s
@ Get ready 10 PLAY
Whal's it all about? a -

We have stll stayed true to our original missicn of
remaving leclings of isolalion and loneliness, but
our delvery has grown rapicly lo address any
barriers famiies may experience when accessing
play oppartunities for their children, Wa work with the whole family, offering wrap

around cara to build capacity for parents/carers o
ensure the needs of the chid are being met.

e w s e I Juniors is 10!

05 42IY 68 DEW (0035, DAESSED 5 & PEATE LOGIED 19 10 74 STAFS 280 wide Happy Birthday
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To i new but empty spece in

Hamilton with potantial seating
for 100 peogiel
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Services available at JURIOrS: M e B8 5524
Visitor numbers were a huge 3103 this month! auy m&mmmwmﬁmmamw support, school and mnc(:ysm
Up 496 on last month. : visits, social services contact visits, weekly supper club, weekly walk & tak session, 0dult only ASN
group, all free of charge for famifies 0 need. More services and activities ane coming soon
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Our mission is to break down the barriers and

challenges that prevent children from having a

wonderful childhood. Halioween themes give us

the opportunity to explore imagination, try on new

7 personas, and have a great
tme.

HALTWELR PrEPAATIONS AL MonTIE

e 2 PP WELE OO LD BEAST CODCET BRUFEDESS et Halloween!
WITCRES 800 WUZACDS WEEK NOUSTETS WESK 80D FIRALLY & WILE WEeK of S, 4
KRULONEN U0 COXLUDRS WM O €12 POPOAT KRLLOWEED PATES Minions Special...

£ YO UL o1 COSTENES €30S B0 90 Bt

Tha feam pick a diffecant theme
wvery yoar and ths year we
with Me

We partnered with NHS

Y
day, showing fomales
how 10 check
them s and what to
do if you have concerns.

Croating
lots of Services available at Juniors:
ﬂockw“slﬂ‘ﬂud‘"ibmdmw" Community Larder open to all. dally stay & play sessions, 2 x weekly addisonal support needs (ASN)
and electrical goods to distribute to stay & play sessions sftar school. baby massage classes, one 1o one support, school and nursery
families in need. visits, social services contact visits, woekly supper club, weekly walk & talk session, adult onty ASN

m.umamumhmaa. Mora services and activities are coming Soon.
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Our mission s t0 break down the barriers and

wonderful chichood. One way we do this s by
providing cady fun packed activites that all

Welcome
To our monthiy newsletter
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Celebrating
Our first Juniors
Baby!

Congratuations Katnona &

Stewart on T amval of your
bewutis baby ge! Rossiyn.

20 TEST NS 132 YEESS OF CENOTMES. KRTRT POONED MOCTY U 00 A
IO

ARhouh we work with baties
and chidren every day. this coe
WA Npec

We received the news

Katriona has dean Dart of the

i Bt *
and we Cant wall 1 Rossiyn Community Larder open 30 all, dally stay & play sessions, 2 x weekly addiional support seeds (ASN)
can come song 1o baby dasses stay & play sessions after school. baby massage Classes, 000 10 0ne Suppon, school and nursery
et tugve Lun at Joners! visits, social services contact visits, weokly supper cub, weekly walk & talk session. adutt only ASN

group, il free of charge for familles in need. More services and activides are coming soon.

Ergoy your masermity teave Kat Services available at Juniors:

STV News came to speak to some of our families
about the upcoming budget. how it may affect them

and what their concemns were.

Eh
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COMMURITY CYERTS 30 SCNEralLy SPEasms CUrTSTNGS CReer 30ass
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Our annual appeal ‘winter
wear for weans' has
become a huge operation
with us clothing and
receiving gifts for over 200
and providing food
cards for 100 famiies.

Thank you to everyone
who made th R
from local fa

community groups and

special shout out 10 Primark
: od pyjamas and

socks for all the chidren

Comments like these let us know we have brought
Christmas cheer to our community. Off for a well-
deserved break now! &

Santalll
I know him...

Our very own Santa has been
Incredibly busy this month with

Koup Bt with Santa
Breakiast with Santa
Cheistras Kghts show

Altonding mutple
partes and groups

Amiving 1 & fioal lor out
Christrrans
wxtravaganzat
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What's it all about?

Our mission is to break dawn the barriers and
challenges that prevent chidren from having a
wonderful childhood. Chnstmas can be a
parlicutarly dificult tme for famites living on a
budget. Here are some of the events we delivered
to alieviate pressures for lamlies.

Services available at Juniors:

Community Larder open o oll, daily stay & play sessions, 2 x weekly additional support needs (ASN)
stay & play sessions after school, baby massage classes, one to one support, school and nursery
visits, social services contact visits, woekly supper ciub, woekly walk & talk session, adull only ASN
group, all free of charge for familles in need. More services and activities are coming soon.




SPONSORS, FUNDERS AND COMMUNITY
PARTNERSHIP

FUNDERS

Scottish Children’s Lottery
SSE

The Big Lottery

The Robertson Trust
The Volant Trust
SPONSORS
CleanMe

JB Marketing
Northwest Roofing
Rocca

Sainsburys
Scotwaste

Stewarts Scotland

The Regus Business Centre

COMMUNITY PARTNERSHIPS

Hamilton Bid

The Rocca Foundation

Social Services

Local primary, high schools and nurseries

Liber8

Routes2Work South

NHS Community Health and Social Care Partnership
Community Links

ARCH

University West Of Scotland, South Lanarkshire College, Queen Margaret University,
Glasgow Clyde College

Local MSP’s Christina McKelvie & Monica Lennon
REACH Autism

Kear Campus

PAMIS

Women’s Aid East Kilbride

Sainsburys Hamilton, Asda Scotland Wide



BOARD MEMBERS

Chair John McDonough
Treasurer Derek Robertson
Secretary Kelly Graham
Trustees

Diane McGhee, Rodderick Robertson, Stephen

Mahon, Jacqui Blair, Megan Jones, Gregg Ross

Charity Advisor

Kenny Lane
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THANKS

The Families Like Us/Juniors family wish to thank everyone involved for their continued
support allowing us to best serve the families of Hamilton and the wider community.

Without your help, support and time we would be unable to provide a lifeline to those most

in need.

To our board members, thank you for sticking with us through some nerve-wracking times
and working tirelessly to ensure we have the funds necessary to deliver our services. Your

advice, time and patience are priceless.

To our sponsors and funders who continue to understand our vision and come on this
adventure with us by providing not only much needed financial support but also offering
services to help us keep the building running smoothly, promoting our service, and buying

our coffee and cookies range, you are our superheroes.

To the staff team and volunteers who constantly offer a warm welcome, friendship and
respect to every person who steps through the doors and who always give 100% to deliver

our vision of a better future for families, we salute you!

To our partnership organisations, your skills, talent and information are invaluable to us
and our families we refer to your service. Thank you for promoting us and referring families
to our service as we share resources, information and time with each other to best meet

the needs of our community.

And finally, to the families who continue to utilise Juniors Play Centre and all additional
services, without you we would have no purpose or joy. Your willingness to share your
hardest and best days, your ideas for projects, your commitment to us as an organisation
gives us the motivation to continue pushing forward to make Scotland the best place for
children to grow and families to flourish. Thank you for being part of our community where

no one is left behind.

Families Like Us/Juniors
SC043484



