ANNUAL REPORT 
The Forth Naturalist and Historian (FNH) was set up in 1975 by several Stirling University and the then Central Regional Council staff.  It has since evolved into a registered charity (SCIO 13270), with the charitable objective of increasing knowledge about the natural and cultural heritage of the Forth Valley.  Our main activities are organising the annual conference and publishing the journal.
Our November 2025 conference was our 50th and in 2027, it will be our 50th Journal.  The 2025/26 financial year reversed our run of small annual deficits and our financial reserves are healthy.  However, the Board is conscious of the challenges FNH faces as a small charity.  Attendance at our conferences and subscribers to our journal are slowly declining.  Our membership is gradually reducing.  It is harder to recruit new board members.
During this year the Board has been reviewing its activities and how we do them.  The November 2026 conference is supported by Forth Climate Forest, which significantly reduces the cost (and risk) of organising our conference.  It is an example of partnership working which I hope becomes increasingly common.  Our journal is now largely self financing.  This is due to a combination of reduced printing costs, royalty payments and more focus on only printing the numbers of journals we know we can sell.  2027 is an opportunity to review how we deliver the journal and make the most of our amazing archive of 50 years of written research.
Reviewing what we do and how we do it is an ongoing process and any member who is interested is more than welcome to join the Board or otherwise help FNH to continue to thrive.  I very much hope that in future reports the FNH Board can report further progress in meeting the challenges that FNH and many other small charities face.
Finally, the activities of FNH are only possible because of the support we receive.  On behalf of the Board, I would like to thank everyone who has helped us to carry out our charitable objectives this year.
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