Glenbuchat Hall SCIO Chairman’s Report 2026 
Glenbuchat Hall SCIO had a fairly successful year in 2025 - 2026. This is our second year as a new SCIO (formerly the Glenbuchat Hall Community Association) and the new committee has settled in well.

The SCIO is in good order. All known governance items including health, fire and electrical safety, and licensing and insurance are up to date. The SCIO's finances are stable in that it has sufficient funds to cover electricity bills, music and events licencing, the costs of various improvements, and to meet most emergencies. However as always, ongoing funding remains a concern. 

Since the beginning of 2025 levels of bookings have remained sufficient, with regular use from the HeArts, crochet and line dancing groups. The Strathdon Heritage Group (started in 2025 and formerly using the Bothy for irregular meetings), has now moved to premises in Bellabeg where more permanent displays can be shown. Generally the decline in the volume of regular users will be a challenge going forward and the committee continues to explore ways to attract new users. 

The pop-up cafes that commenced last year have taken part on a roughly monthly basis and continue to prove very popular and profitable, thanks to the considerable efforts of volunteers and local bakers. These bring significant funds into the SCIO's account. The Cairngorm National Park grant of just over ₤7125 (secured by a member of the committee and alluded to in our 2025 report) was paid out in three tranches and was earmarked specifically for the purchase of equipment and goods to support the pop-up cafes. These included a new coffee machine, folding chairs, tablecloths, crockery and signage,as well as health and safety training.

Proceeds from the December 2025 pop-up cafe were shared with Macmillan Cancer Support as part of a combined event.

A further grant of ₤500 was secured from Upper Donside Community Trust towards the installation of new thermal window blinds for the main Hall.

A novel fund raiser for the SCIO instigated by local residents Graham and Pauline Young, keepers of small Falabella horses, is a voluntary contribution from local gardeners, recipients of fine horse dung! This has raised approximately ₤300 over the year.

A grant of ₤150 for resilience preparation was received from Donside Community Council. The Hall currently maintains an emergency resilience box and this sum will be used to update any items that need to be replaced. 
The nine day 2025 NEOS (North East Open Studios) exhibition of work by local artists and craft workers was one of the larger annual events at the Hall. It was well attended and has provided a helpful showcase to artists living in remote places. However due to changes in NEOS rules for 2026, the local group, Art in the Buchat, are planning an alternative two day exhibition event during September 2026. The high incidence of of artist and craft people in the wider Strathdon area allows for a good number of exhibitors. 
A free Hogmanay Ceilidh was organised by committee members. Music and dance calling were provided by the Buchat Band. Soup and bread were donated and served by volunteers, and a fun raffle contributed to a very pleasant evening. Donations were generous; these combined with the procedes of of the raffle, raised just over ₤320. 
Glenbuchat Live Music continues to run attractive music events at which the Hall is more often than not filled to capacity. More gigs are planned through to 2027. As an events organising group GLM punches well above its weight in terms of it's ability to attract top musicians to perform to audiences pulled not only from the immediate vicinity, but also from substantially further afield.travelling from far and wide. GLM is a great asset to Glenbuchat Hall and Bothy.

One off Hall bookings have included a commercial hire by the Dorenell Wind Farm Extension Project for the purposes of exhibiting plans for  a future addition to the existing wind farm at the Cabrach. The potential community support grants from this future project are of particular interest to Glenbuchat Hall.
Glenbuchat Hall SCIO has joined a local hall information service. This consists of a group of halls primarily in the Upper Donside area that share notes on events and potential funding opportunities. 
The Hall and Bothy insurance has been updated to accommodate a more realistic estimate of rebuild costs. This has resulted in a relatively small annual premium increase given the eye-watering estimate of costs involved in a total rebuild.
The SCIO committee still comprises of six full members, but work and other commitments mean that it is difficult to get a full quorum at meetings. It's also difficult to attract new volunteers. This is largely the result of our location in a relatively remote and sparsely populated area. Like many Scottish highland and rural areas the lack of varied work and accommodation in the immediate vicinity fails to attract younger families. The average age of local residents indicates most of the population is retired. Given the backdrop of this social demographic, the SCIO's successes are all the more commendable.

I would like to give thanks to my fellow committee members, whose tireless efforts keep Glenbuchat Hall going, and would also like to acknowledge the not inconsiderable help we receive from outside volunteers. Thank you. 
Paul Johnson
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