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CUNNINGSBURGH HISTORY GROUP
ANNUAL REPORT: Period to 15 January 2026
												
OBJECTIVES
The objectives of the Group are to promote an understanding and appreciation of local history, to stimulate an awareness of the heritage and traditions of Cunningsburgh, to encourage the recording and to provide access to a full and wide range of historical material relating to Cunningsburgh.
APPOINTMENT OF MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE
The committee is appointed or reappointed at the AGM.
REVIEW OF ACTIVITIES 2025

January kicked off with a night in the History Hut where members shared stories about Yule traditions including guizing, food and drink. Members visited Shetland Archives in February to learn about the history of the Archives and how to access records and to hear recordings and view records about Cunningsburgh. 

Our 2025 AGM in March was followed by an informative talk by Rodney Smith on Mousa, and in April Charlie Simpson gave a fascinating presentation on the Helliness houses. Charlie’s research formed the basis of one of our summer displays; the other featured Cunningsburgh and Quarff’s involvement in the South Mainland Up-Helly-Aa. The History Hut opened on Sunday afternoons July-September and on Cunningsburgh Show Day in August where displays were well received.

We produced another popular calendar of old photos ready to go on sale at the Auction in November and through local shops. This is a valuable way of sharing our photo collection with the wider community. This year’s auction was another record-breaking fundraiser, comprising a book sale, raffle and the ever-popular auction, which saw high bidding during an entertaining evening. Committee member Betty Riddell stood down from the committee at the AGM, and we were deeply saddened by the death of founding chairman Douglas Halcrow in October who had guided us through the early years, was such a knowledgeable member and always kept us entertained at meetings.

A small working group was established to research the history of HMS Cheerful which sunk off Helliness in 1917 after striking a mine. It is hoped to commemorate the 40 men who lost their lives with a permanent memorial. 

Funds raised at last year’s auction sale went towards upgrading our IT systems to provide safe and easily accessible storage of our digital records and photos and a new PC and laptop to help with cataloguing, research and making presentations. There is also now a dedicated public-access PC.

We continued to have open evenings in the hut to share photos and stories and shared news and photographs through our Facebook page, responded to a wide range of enquiries, and produced a newsletter featuring our activities, research and photos.
COMMITTEE REMUNERATION AND EXPENSE
No honorariums were paid. Committee members were remunerated for legitimate expenses on submission of receipts to the Treasurer. 
RESERVES
As a result of the deficit of £2,056 for the year, the group held funds of £18,971 at the year-end. The committee considers the unrestricted general funds of £17,971 will enable us to continue to run the group for the forthcoming year.
[image: ]Approved by Management Committee on 23rd March 2026  
      		                            Eileen Brooke-Freeman (chair)

CUNNINGSBURGH HISTORY GROUP
Period ended 15 January 2026					
STATEMENT OF MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE’S RESPONSIBILITIES
Under legislation relating to charities in Scotland, the Management Committee are required to prepare accounts for each financial year which have been properly prepared by and are in agreement with the accounting records of the Charity and comply with relevant disclosure regulations.
In preparing those accounts, the Management Committee is required to:
a. Select suitable accounting policies and then apply them consistently.
b. Make judgements and estimates that are reasonable and prudent.
c. Follow applicable accounting standards, subject to any material departures disclosed and explained in the accounts, and
d. Prepare the financial statements on the going concern basis unless it is inappropriate to presume that the charity will continue its activities.
The Management Committee is required to act in accordance with the constitution of the charity.  They are responsible for keeping proper accounting records which disclose with reasonable accuracy at any time the financial position of the charity and enable them to ensure that the accounts comply with the requirements of Section 5 of the Law Reform (Miscellaneous Provisions) (Scotland) Act 1990 and the Charities Accounts (Scotland) Regulations 1992 flowing there from.  They have general responsibility for taking such steps as are reasonably open to them to safeguard the assets of the charity and to prevent and detect fraud and other irregularities.


INDEPENDENT EXAMINER’S REPORT TO THE MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE ON THE UNAUDITED FINANCIAL STATEMENTS OF THE CUNNINGSBURGH HISTORY GROUP
												
I report on the financial statements of the Charity for the period ended set out on pages 6 – 7.
Respective responsibilities of trustees and independent examiner
As described on page 4 the Charity’s Management Committee are responsible for the preparation of the accounts in accordance with the terms of the Charities and Trustee Investment (Scotland) Act 2005 and the Charities Accounts (Scotland) Regulations 2006, and they consider that the audit requirement of section 10 (1) (d) of the Charities Accounts (Scotland) Regulations 2006 does not apply.  It is my responsibility to examine the financial statements as required under section 44 (1) (c) of the Act and to state whether particular matters have come to my attention.
Basis of opinion
My examination was carried out in accordance with Regulation 11 of the Charities Accounts (Scotland) Regulations 2006.  An examination includes a review of the accounting records kept by the Charity and a comparison of the financial statements presented with those records.  It also includes consideration of any unusual items of disclosures in the financial statements, seeking explanations from the Management Committee concerning such matters.  The procedures undertaken do not provide all the evidence that would be required in an audit and consequently I do not express an audit opinion on the view given by the financial statements.
I have carried out investigations as were necessary to enable me to form an opinion as to whether proper accounting records adequate for the purposes of the Charity have been kept and the financial statements of the Charity were in accordance with the accounting records.
Independent Examiner’s Statement
During my examination, no matter has come to my attention.
1. Which gives me reasonable cause to believe that in any material respect the requirements.
a. To keep accounting records in accordance with Section 44(1) (a) of the 2005 Act and Regulation 4 of the 2006 Accounts Regulations, and
b. To prepare accounts which accord with the accounting records and comply with Regulation 9 of the 2006 Accounts Regulations
Have not met, or
2. To which, in my opinion, attention should be drawn in order to enable a proper understanding of the accounts to be reached.

Ruth Christie
Ruth Christie
Chartered Accountant
Dunnabakka, Bigton, Shetland, ZE2 9JA
23 March 2026

CUNNINGSBURGH HISTORY GROUP
RECEIPTS AND PAYMENTS ACCOUNT
For the period ended 15 January 2026
                                                                                                                                                                  2025               2024
                                      	 £                       £
RECEIPTS		
Auction                                                                                                                                                       2,927                  2,800
Membership subscriptions	 125                      175
Meeting collections & collection box	  518	      426
Donations received                                                                                                                                     130                     133          	                                                                                                                                                       Calendar Sales                                                                                                                                           1,020                  1,390
Donation for HMS Cheerful Project                                                                                                            1,000                    -                             
                                                                                                                                                                        
 
TOTAL RECEIPTS                                                                                                                                    5,720                   4,924
Payments		
Fundraising expenses		
Auction costs                                                                                                                                             107                     59
Calendar printing & postal charges	446                    533                                                                            
Bank of Scotland charges	 	  30                     -
Total payments for fundraising activities                                                                                              583                   592
Payments for charitable activities		
Advertising	 128                   124
Equipment, Building Maintenance                                                                                                                  8                 1,934
Insurance                                                                                                                                                    944	    923
Running costs – telephone, internet, electricity & hire of Hall                                                                   1,628                1,502
Stationery, computing & miscellaneous expenses                                                                                     4,403                 465                   	                                                                                                                                                                              
Total payments for charitable activities                                                                                                7,111               4,948                                      

Governance Costs
Professional fees                                                                                                                                          80	     00
Total payments for governance costs        	    80	       00
TOTAL PAYMENTS                                                                                                                                 7,774               5,540 

(DEFICIT) FOR YEAR                                                                                                                            (2,056)                (616)






STATEMENT OF BALANCES
At 15 January 2026
												

	2025	2024	
BANK AND CASH IN HAND	£	£
Opening Balances                                                                                              21,027	21,643
(Deficit)/surplus for year                                                                                     (2,056)	  (616)                       
		
Closing balances	18,971             21,027
		
RESERVES                                                                                                                                   
General Funds                                                                                                     17,971              21,027   
Designated Funds     HMS Cheerful Project                                                         1,000                  -	                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                   
                                                                                                                             18,971              21,027
		
All funds are unrestricted.		
		
Approved by the Management Committee on 23rd March 2026 and signed on its behalf by:	
[image: ]		
Chair:   Eileen Brooke-Freeman
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  Treasurer:   John R Smith	
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