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Scottish Charity No. SC045958

Trustees’ Annual Report and Accounts
Year ended 30 September 2025
Wild Animal Welfare Committee (WAWC) SCIO


The Wild Animal Welfare Committee (WAWC) Trustees present their report together with the financial statements for the year ended 30 September 2025.

1. Reference and Administrative Information 

Charity name
Wild Animal Welfare Committee SCIO
Charity No SC045958

Address
c/o 9 Craighill Gardens, Edinburgh EH10 5PY 

Current Trustees
Dr María Díez León, Chair/Trustee
Dr Peter Goddard, Trustee
Dr Elizabeth Mullineaux, Trustee
Dr Sandra Baker, Trustee
Libby Anderson, Secretary/Trustee

2. Structure, Governance and Management

Constitution
The Charity is a Scottish Charitable Incorporated Organisation (SCIO). It was registered in its current legal form on 4 September 2015. It has a two-tier structure.

Appointment of Trustees and Members
WAWC appoints Trustees by consensus.  Dr María Díez León became a Trustee on 1 October 2024 after assuming the chair following the retirement of Dr Peter Goddard.  There were no resignations or new appointments during the period.

Objects
The organisation’s Objects are to advance animal welfare by:
· Providing an independent evidence base for evaluating, monitoring, assessing and improving decisions affecting the welfare of free-living wild animals in the UK;
· Increasing awareness of the importance and value of wild animals in general;
· Promoting the welfare of individual wild animals in particular;
· Highlighting harm to, and suffering of, wild animals caused by human activity, with the aim of reducing these negative impacts.
Activities
In furtherance of these Objects, the WAWC:
· Disseminates objective information on a range of wild animal welfare topics;
· Commissions and publishes independent reports, statements and other contributions on contemporary wild animal welfare issues of public and political concern;
· Works to promote the awareness and improvement of wild animal welfare;
· Engages with organisations that can contribute to its evidence base.
3. Achievements and Performance
The WAWC continued its programme of engagement with the public policy agenda, by way of expert responses to consultations, events and own-initiative papers.  Members met four times online between October 2024 and September 2025.
Following the passage of the Wildlife Management and Muirburn (Scotland) Act 2024, WAWC monitored the implementation of the Act’s wild animal welfare provisions and welcomed the commencement, on 25 November 2024, of the overall ban on snaring in Scotland.  WAWC made a constructive contribution towards achieving this milestone, through its publications and engagement with Scottish Government and the Scottish Animal Welfare Commission.  The ban on glue traps, for which WAWC also made submissions, was delayed due to issues arising from the UK Internal Market Act 2020. In response to this problem, WAWC signed two letters coordinated by Humane Society International, urging the UK and Scottish governments to agree the Internal Market Act issue and ensure consistent law on supply of glue traps across the administrations. Resolution of these issues was finally achieved in early 2026, with the measures due to come into force in July 2026.
Provisions for the licensing of corvid traps and spring traps use in Scotland did not come into effect, although the associated training package for users was introduced by industry bodies accredited by NatureScot.  WAWC and the animal welfare charity OneKind commented jointly on the training content and identified some deficiencies relevant to wild animal welfare, leading to minor amendments.  The two charities also submitted recommendations to NatureScot for welfare conditions to be placed on the licences once they are introduced; at the time of this report, the provisions have still not been implemented but WAWC and OneKind continue to engage with officials to ensure that welfare will receive due coverage.  

WAWC submitted a number of consultation responses during the period, covering the NatureScot review of species licensing, three DEFRA consultations on fisheries management plans and proposals for a Northern Ireland Bill on foxhunting.
WAWC member Alick Simmons attended a stakeholder event held by the Animal Sentience Committee in October 2024 to review issues of interest to the Committee.

WAWC opened discussions with the Scottish conservation charity Trees for Life, which is now taking forward recommendations for an ethical principles approach to wildlife management on its land, and has appointed a WAWC member, Kirsty Jenkins, to its oversight committee.

In March 2025, WAWC welcomed the announcement that DEFRA Ministers were to adopt a presumption against issuing licences to take wild birds of prey for falconry and aviculture, following a two-year review by Natural England to which WAWC contributed in writing and was represented at workshops by former Chair, Dr Pete Goddard. 

In March 2025, WAWC was asked by the Wildlife and Wetland Trust to lend its support to a campaign to end the use of lead shot in the UK.  A letter was sent to the environment secretary, Steve Reed MP, encouraging him to act swiftly to accept UK REACH recommendations, reduce the amount of lead entering the environment and improve the welfare of animals that become exposed to this dangerous toxin. In July 2025, a full ban on lead shot and bullets was announced, to come into force on 1 April 2026 but with a three-year transition period.
In June 2025, WAWC Secretary Libby Anderson gave an overview of challenges to wildlife welfare at an Animal Welfare Research Network meeting at Nottingham University.
WAWC and the UK Centre for Animal Law (A-LAW) submitted a joint briefing on the Planning and Infrastructure Bill at Westminster, supporting and proposing amendments in the House of Lords to mitigate the impact of the legislation on the welfare of wild animals. The Bill had already attracted opposition from environmental NGOs as being likely to permit increased environmental harms in the name of development.  The Animal Sentience Committee (ASC) had also raised concerns about the impact of the Bill’s conception of “‘biodiversity’ or ‘the environment’ as a single entity, without recognising that these are populated by individual animals capable of experiencing positive and negative welfare states.  The government introduced some mitigations in its own amendments, but WAWC remains concerned that the welfare of individual wild animals affected by development has not been addressed. 
Ahead of a Scottish Government summit meeting on urban gull issues in September 2025, WAWC published a short position paper highlighting the need to incorporate ethical principles into any planned control measures.  WAWC noted that calls for control should be set against a decline in the two primary urban nesting species as well as the need to protect the welfare of wild animals subject to human interventions.  
WAWC and OneKind continue to meet quarterly with the Scottish Government and NatureScot.
4. Financial review
As in previous years, meetings expenses have constituted the main ongoing cost of the WAWC.  WAWC manages an extremely frugal budget, and fundraising remains a constant priority.  A donation of £1,000 was received during the period from Network for Animals

5. Reserves policy
The Trustees do not currently have a reserves policy as the income to date has been fully expended in furtherance of the Organisation’s Objects.

6. Plans for future period
The Trustees intend to continue organising meetings and directing a work programme of research and publications covering the state of wild animal welfare in the UK, with the aim of improving the welfare of sentient individual wild animals.  Following the conference and workshop in May 2024, ethical review materials have been produced for NGO use and are being promoted through individual outreach, building on successful engagement with the National Trust and RSPB.  WAWC will continue to work with official and non-governmental partners to promote the International Consensus Principles for Ethical Wildlife Control, which underpin much of its work.  

7. Accounts
The charity has income below £250,000 and as such is eligible to prepare its accounts on a Receipts and Payments Basis. The governing document does not require the charity to prepare fully accrued accounts and neither does it require an audit.

(Signed)

María Díez León

Dr María Díez León
Chair

June 2026
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