Kilwinning Congregational Church
SC008606
Annual Business Meeting
Sunday 1 June 2025


Attendance

Sixteen members were in attendance. 

Apologies

Moira Brennan; Grace Hodge; The Borland Family; Margaret Docherty; Pauline Draper, Richard Draper, Ronnie Kirkpatrick.

1. Welcome

A Taggart (President) welcomed those present. Apologies as noted above. 

S Hill (Lay Preacher) opened the meeting in prayer. 

2. Previous Minutes

The minutes of the previous Business Meeting were proposed by J Montgomery and seconded by B Hill. 

3. Matters Arising

None. 

4. Treasurer’s Report
B Hill thanked the internal auditors, S McAdam and M Brennan for taking the time to audit the church accounts, also W Jess for arranging the necessary external audit. He thanked the church members for their continued generous giving through plate and Free Will Envelopes.
The Church continues to be in a sound financial position despite deficit of £3160. This is largely due to an increase in energy billing part of it being the result of overcharging by Scottish Power. This matter has been finally resolved and savings will be reflected in 2025-2026 charges. There is an increase in repairs due to some hall roof damage during red alert storm.
The Treasurer’s Report was proposed by I McLaughlan and seconded by N Howie.  

5. Auditor’s Report

S McAdam confirmed the accounts are accurate and in order, and thanked R Hill and B Hill for their hospitality.  





6. Christian Aid

The following was raised for Christian Aid: -

· Church collection £146
· Ukelele Group £52

F Reid proposed increasing the Church contribution to £250, seconded by S Hill. 

7. Church Attendance

7.1. S Hill suggested attendance could be increased by word of mouth; members encouraging their friends and family to come along. 

7.2. The Church Facebook page is receiving good engagement. 

7.3. The monthly after service tea continues to be well received. A Taggart thanked R Hill for organising and everyone who contributes baking, biscuits, tea/coffee etc. 

8. President’s Remarks

8.1. A Taggart asked S Hill how she is settling in as Lay Preacher; S Hill replied she is enjoying the role and thanked her family and members for their continuing support and encouragement. 

8.2. A Taggart noted the recent passing of valued member, John Cornelious and how much he would miss visiting him.  W Jess commented that her father was the first to invite John to Sunday School.  John’s family had a collection at his funeral which raised £320.20; his family has very kindly donated to the Church.  

8.3. The Church hosted the Eastern Star Divine service which was very well received by those who attended.  

9. Election of Office Bearers

F Reid proposed that the Officer Bearers are elected in block; seconded by 
J Montgomery. 

· President		Alex Taggart
· Vice President	Moira Brennan
· Treasurer		Bert Hill
· Secretary		Irene McLaughlan
· In-house Auditors	Sheena McAdam and Moira Brennan
· Deacons		Alex Taggart, Moira Brennan, Irene McLaughlan,  
Lynn Doyle, Norman Doyle, Wendal Jess

10. Any Other Business

10.1. F Kennedy raised live possibility of live streaming of services.  Unfortunately this is not possible as the Church does not have a WIFI connection.  

10.2. The issue of the fading carpet in the main church was discussed.  It was acknowledged that the carpet is relatively new but unfortunately there is no resolution from the supplier, who has advised the fade is likely due to a manufacturing issue.  B Hill suggested the donation from the estate of Dorothy Gough could be used to purchase a new carpet.  It was agreed to obtain a quote and discussed at a future meeting.  

10.3. S Hill advised she has been approached about the possibility of a Bible study class.  It was agreed to run once a month after the service, on a trial basis.  Those participating could bring their own lunch if they wish and the Church would provide tea/coffee.  

10.4. S McAdam raised the issue of the damp carpet at the hall side entrance.  B Hill advised the dampness is being caused by a blocked drain and he thinks the resulting overspill is coming in under the door.  The water in the carpet will be monitored and action taken accordingly.  

11. Closing Remarks

A Taggart thanked everyone for their attendance and contributions.  

S Hill closed the meeting in prayer.  


End of meeting
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